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Future
   According to Biden's official campaign 
platform, which spans over 11,000 words 
broken into subsections, the key points, 
goals and promises of his campaign are as 
follows: 

  Biden, a supporter of the Kigali Amend-
ment to the Montreal Protocol, an interna-
tional agreement to gradually reduce the 
consumption and production of hydroflu-
orocarbons, also plans to…

-Ensure the U.S. achieves a 100% clean en-
ergy economy and reaches net-zero emis-
sions no later than 2050

-Mitigate the climate impact of urban 
sprawl through housing policy and ex-
pand the middle class

-Reinforce our national physical in-
frastructure to withstand the effects of 
climate change and ensure safe and clean 
water for all Americans  

-Rally the rest of the world to meet the 
threat of climate change

-Stand up to the abuse of power by 
polluters who disproportionately harm 
communities of color and low-income 
communities
-Will not accept contributions from oil, 
gas and coal corporations or executives
-Roll back the Trump tax incentives that 
enrich corporations at the expense of 
American jobs and the environment

-Pursue a global moratorium on offshore 
drilling in the Arctic and reestablish 
climate change as a priority for the 
Arctic Council 

Past
   In the past, Biden has spearheaded 
many efforts to protect the environment. 
In 1986, Biden introduced one of the 
first-ever climate bills in Congress.
   As vice president, Biden oversaw the Re-
covery Act and placed historic limits on 
carbon pollution, doubled fuel economy 
standards for cars and trucks, unleashed 
the potential of renewable, clean energy and 
rallied the world to achieve the ground-
breaking Paris Climate Accords. In 
2006, Biden took executives from BP and 
Chevron to task for the subsidies going 
to the oil industry as a senator. 
   Biden was also a champion for the 
Tropical Forest Conservation Act in 
1998, which allowed the U.S. to reach 
agreements with foreign governments 
to conserve tropical forests in exchange 
for debt relief (commonly referred to as 
debt-for-nature swaps).

Present

   There is no “Environmental” tab 
or anything similar on the incumbent 
president’s website. There is, how-
ever, a list of Trump’s presidential 
actions, which have affected the cli-
mate, under a tab called, “Promises 
Kept."

   According to the official campaign 
website, as president, Donald Trump 
has done the following:

-Announced his intent to withdraw 
the U.S. from the Paris Climate 
Agreement

-Signed an executive order to ex-
pand offshore oil and gas drilling and 
opened more leases to develop off-
shore drilling

-Approved the Keystone XL, Dakota 
Access pipelines and the New Burgos 
Pipeline

-Reversed President Obama’s mora-
torium on new leases for oil and gas 
development on federal lands

-Rescinded President Obama’s 
Clean Power Plan and instead has 
proposed the Affordable Clean En-
ergy Rule

-In May 2017, the Trump admin-
istration created a Superfund task 
force designed to streamline the Su-
perfund cleanup program

-Worked to streamline EPA practic-
es and operations

-Signed legislation to open the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge to oil and 
gas drilling

Past
   Trump has been tweeting his skep-
ticism about the reality of climate 
change since 2011. He has since writ-
ten over 100 tweets on the subject, 
suggesting that everyone from Chi-
na to the Obama Administration in-
vented climate change to destroy the 
American economy.

   "I don't think science knows actu-
ally," Trump told California Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom and other state 
officials at a September meeting dis-
cussing efforts to combat wildfires.  

Democratic candidate
Joe Biden

Republican candidate
Donald Trump

Comparing the environmental plans and actions of the major-party presidential candidates

Environment on the ballot

      As the West Coast goes up in flames, the 2020 election draws near. The platforms of the incumbent president and former Vice 
President Joe Biden are vastly different. Experts have noted the importance of this election. For the first time in its 175-year history, 
Scientific American Magazine has broken tradition to endorse a presidential candidate, Joe Biden.

By Sarah Gunkle

David Lienemann, Shealah Craighead. Public domain photos
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Register to vote here:
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/VoterRegistrationApplication.aspx

Check your registration status here:
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/pages/voterregistrationstatus.aspx

Request a mail-in ballot here:
https://www.votespa.com/Voting-in-PA/Pages/Mail-and-Absentee-Ballot.aspx

Find your polling place:
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/PollingPlaceInfo.aspx

Find your political typology:
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/quiz/political-typology/

NCC CENTER FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Voter resources

Get involved...earn money!

Pennsylvania Poll Worker Application:
https://expressforms.pa.gov/apps/pa/DOS-VotesPA/County

Northampton County
Phone: (610)829-6260
Email: election@northamptoncounty.org
Lehigh County
Phone: (610) 782-3194
Email: electionboard@lehighcounty.org

Monroe County
Phone: (570) 517-3165
Email: SMay-Silfee@monroecountypa.gov

Despite the availability of mail-in ballots, many people will opt to vote in 
person. In 2018, nearly 60% of U.S. poll workers were over age 60 and roughly 
a quarter were over 70, according the Pew Research Center. As seniors are 
considered to be at a higher risk for severe illness and death from COVID-19, 
many regular poll workers, who are over 60, will not be working during the 
pandemic. This will leave many polling places shorthanded. 
     Poll work is not volunteer work. Poll workers not only fulfill their civic duty, 
but also receive monetary compensation. In Northampton County, poll work-
ers are paid up to $200 for the day. In Lehigh County poll workers earn up to 
$150 for the day, plus $30 for picking up and dropping off election supplies. In 
Monroe County, poll workers are paid up to $150 for the day.          
    To be eligible for poll work, applicants must be registered to vote in the 
county they are applying to work in. Visit the links in the red box below to 
check your registration status or to register. Visit the links and use the contact 
information in this box to find out more about working the polls, helping your 
country and earning cash!

Environmental concerns 
power professor's candidacy
Meet Tara Zrinski, running for office in Pa. House of Representatives

   While it matters a great deal who holds our country’s highest office, ours is a democracy of 
checks and balances. Part of those checks and balances are the folks representing us in Congress 
within the House of Representatives and the United States Senate.
   Tara Zrinski, an adjunct professor of philosophy at Northampton Community College, is 
running on the Democratic ticket for a seat in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives in 
the 138th District. The seat was previously held by Republican Marcia Hahn, who will retire 
in November. Zrinski's opponent for the seat in the Nov. 3 election is Republican Ann Flood.
   Zrinski, a Lehigh Valley native, currently serves on the Northampton County Council, in 
which she is chair of the Energy, Environment and Land Use Committee and a member of the 
Economic Development Committee. 
    She has held various positions in the solar energy field, including as a consultant for SunPulse 
Solar. As president of her homeowners association, Zrinski got her community on board and 
overturned a rule that prohibited solar panel installation in her neighborhood.
   Zrinski's passion for protecting the environment has defined her career. 
   While traveling in Latin America, Zrinski was galvanized by what she observed in Costa Rica 
on an eco-tourism trip; a country that in only 25 years made radical environmental changes and 
now enjoys a sustainable, infrastructure built on and run by renewable energy. 
   As a young reporter, Zrinski wrote for shalereporter.com, traveling and investigating the 
effects of fracking for natural gas in Pennsylvania, Ohio, New Jersey, New York, Virginia and 
North Dakota. 
   “I couldn’t believe what I was seeing.” says Zrinski, describing the unjust risk of human 
health and safety for the sake of corporate profit. 
   “This isn’t just a job to me. This is my mission.” she says. Zrinski has promised not to accept 
donations from any lobby, super PAC, corporate partner, pharmaceutical or fossil fuel company.
   Zrinski also supports the Green New Deal and believes that a radical, sustainable green 
revolution is necessary if we are to ensure life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness for future 
generations. 

Zrinski's concerns:
-Pennsylvania is dependent on natural gas and petrochemical plants

-We have a global carbon problem: less and less trees to sequester carbon from, meanwhile our 
oceans are saturated with carbon dioxide, our farmable land is turning to desert, etc. 

-Approximately 40% of renewable energy portfolios are made up of natural gas 

-There is too much plastic in our landfills and we do not have an adequate municipal solid waste 
and composting system to properly manage the waste we produce 

Zrinski's suggested solutions: 
-Municipal compost, recycling, landfill bin system 
-Implementing more solar and renewable energy 
-Ease dependency and decommission the use of natural gas
-Incentivize Pennsylvanians to lower their carbon footprints as individuals much like the state 
of California 
-Incentivize companies to recall plastic packaging and parts 

-Implement the use of services like “Terra Cycle” to clean up after large local events like fairs 
and festivals
-Create jobs through the implementation of sustainable services like renewable energy

  To learn more about Zrinski's campaign or to get involved, visit her website:
 https://www.vote4zrinski.org/

(The 138th District of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives is located in Northampton County and comprises 
Bath, Bushkill Township, Chapman, East Allen Township, Hanover Township, Lower Nazareth Township, Pen Ar-
gyl, Plainfield Township, Wind Gap and parts of Bethlehem and Moore townships.)

By Sarah Gunkle

Photo borrowed from Zrinski's Facebook page.
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•  Core-to-Core articulation agreement 

•  25+ bachelor’s degrees available on 
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 Photo by Tiffany Tertipes on Unsplash

   On Sept.17, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled on a number of election re-
lated issues. They ruled in favor of extending the Election Day deadline by three 
days, they defended the use of satellite election offices and drop boxes to collect 
mail-in votes and they decided that the Green Party’s nominee did not follow the 
correct procedures and cannot appear on the ballot. But the most impactful deci-
sion the court made that week was ruling that naked ballots will not be counted.
   Pennsylvania is one of 16 states that require mail-in votes first be inserted into 
a provided secrecy envelope before being placed in the return envelope. When 
a ballot is received that was not placed inside the secrecy envelope and instead 
was placed directly inside the return envelope it is known as a naked ballot and, 
after the court’s ruling, those ballots would now be considered invalid and will 
be discarded.
   With more Pennsylvanians voting by mail in this election than ever before, law-
makers are worried that this could leave thousands of votes uncounted.
   “Recent actions by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court have set Pennsylvania up 
to be the subject of significant post-election legal controversy, the likes of which 
we have not seen since Florida in 2000,” said Philadelphia city commissioner 
Lisa Deeley in a letter to state House Speaker Bryan Cutler and state Senate Pres-
ident Joseph Scarnati. 
   Deeley estimates that the upwards of 100,000 votes across the state could end 
up being rejected. “This is not a partisan issue. We are talking about the voting 
rights of our constituents, whether they be Democrats, Republicans or indepen-
dents, whose ballots will be needlessly set aside.”
   To make sure your mail-in vote counts, once you receive your ballot in the mail 
make sure to complete all of the ballot selections with a blue or black pen. Then, 
seal the ballot in the plain white official ballot envelope (the secrecy envelope). 
Place the ballot envelope into the large return envelope, then sign and date on the 
provided spaces. Check to make sure whether the return envelope is prepaid or if 
you’ll need to place a stamp and finally drop it in the mail. Some Pennsylvania 
counties are accepting ballots to be dropped off at their office. Contact your local 
election office to see if that is an option for you. If all of these steps are followed 
you can be sure that your ballot won’t be discarded as a naked ballot and will be 
counted on Election Day.
   Finally, you should receive an email from your local election office, verifying 
that your ballot has been accepted, that is if you have an email on file with the 
office. If you do not receive an email, call your local election office. (See Page 2)

Make sure your vote counts
         How to ensure successfull mail-in voting

By Jacob VanNorman

What happened to my polling place?
Sometimes, election districts change the location of where people go to vote, 
(a.k.a. a "polling place"). In the event that a polling place is moved, all of 
that district's registered voters will recieve a letter letting them know. Here is 
chart of  Northampton County polling places that have moved since the last 
election, provided to The Commuter by the Northampton County Elections 

DISTRICT
Bushkill Township, 
Bushkill Center District 

Bushkill Township, 
Cherryhill District

Easton, 8th Ward, 
Eastern District

Easton, 8th Ward, 
Western District

Hellertown, 3rd Ward

Lower Saucon Township, 
District 1, Hellertown

Northampton, 4th Ward

FORMER LOCATION

Kenneth Butz Elementary School

Kenneth Butz Elementary School

Temple Covenant of Peace

Temple Covenant of Peace

Saucon Community Church

(Same building, new room)

Northampton Community Center

NEW LOCATION

BUSHKILL TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY 
155 FIREHOUSE LN. NAZARETH

BUSHKILL TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY 
155 FIREHOUSE LN. NAZARETH

PAXINOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
1221 NORTHAMPTON ST                  

PAXINOSA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
1221 NORTHAMPTON ST                  

SAUCON VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
2100 POLK VALLEY RD (GYM DOORS 23& 24) 

SAUCON VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL
2100 POLK VALLEY RD (GYM DOORS 23& 24)

GOSPEL CHAPEL
 1769 NEWPORT AVENUE

According to Monroe County election office employees, no polling places have changed.
Lehigh County has not yet published an updated list of polling-place locations, but The 
Commuter will follow up once that information is available. Call the Lehigh County office at: 
(610)782-3194. Use the link below to check your polling place:
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/PollingPlaceInfo.aspx

http://www.ncccommuter.org
https://unsplash.com/@tiffanytertipes?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/PollingPlaceInfo.aspx
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That morning I woke up with the sick feeling you have after waking up from a strange 
dream. The haze dissolves and worse, that feeling you have when you wake up hoping 
that something was just a bad dream, but knowing it was not. When only sleep brought 
peace and you woke up living in the nightmare. 

I stayed up late. Not until the end, but to the point when it was clear that Trump would 
win. My sanity... What I thought was real was not. The barrier I thought existed between 
real life and a nightmare had been razed.  

It was raining, grey and cold. The temperature might not even have been that low, but it 
still felt cold...to your bones. 

I knew it was real. I had a bunch of texts from friends expressing the same dismay and 
disgust that I felt. My band mate Josh wrote it was time for punk rock and said, "The 
Babadook is coming, boyoh," referring to a video I made of myself on Halloween, dressed 
as the Babadook, performing a song protesting the Dakota Access Pipeline. 

The Babadook is an Australian horror movie, in which a sinister figure, dressed in a dusty 
old jacket and top hat, terrorizes a woman and her young son. Spoiler alert…the sinister 
figure, Mister Babadook, is a metaphor for the mother's struggle with mental illness. She 
gains control and learns to live with the Babadook. 

Disoriented, distracted, disheveled, attempting to go about my day in this disfigured 
world, I dropped my phone. It landed as flatly as it possibly could have with a "PLLLAP!" 
that I understood to mean it was broken. Somehow the screen was not cracked. But the 
circuits were scrambled. The time was wrong. I could send texts, but the replies were 
sent to random points in the text threads without notification. Except for one text, "The 
Babadook is coming, boyoh." It kept showing up on my lockscreen as an unread message. 
If I opened it, closed my phone, again, "BZZT-BZZT-BZZT"..."The Babadook is coming, 
boyoh." I deleted it. "BZZT-BZZT-BZZT... "The Babadook is coming, boyoh."

What the hell? 

In the movie, the Babadook is a character in a creepy children's book. The woman tries 
to get rid of the book, even tears it to shreds one night. The next morning, there it is on 
her kitchen table.

“You can’t get rid of the Babadook!” the book warns the mother and her son.  

“A rumbling sound then three sharp knocks…Ba-ba DOOK! DOOK! DOOK!”

"BZZT-BZZT-BZZT"

Look, I understand what happened. I dropped my phone, it broke and was doing weird 
things. Logic. Reality. Nevertheless, this was disconcerting. Sickening in a way. On an 
already sick, sick day. 

An omen. 

I woke up in a world that was far worse than I thought it was the day before– and I wasn’t 
exactly an optimist then either. A nightmare was rolling in, in the form of a dark, heavy 
cloud. 

Still, I underestimated the toxic precipitation that cloud carried. The difference was, now, 
I was no longer unwilling to accept that maybe I didn’t really…have it all figured out. 

"Clinton, Trump, two sides of the same coin," I thought. How stupid.  How foolish I was. 
This was the thought of someone who didn't actually follow politics, who didn't actually 
know what he was talking about.  

In 2015, Bernie Sanders got me into politics, like a lot of disillusioned, disaffected, 
disenchanted people. Previously, punk rock, reggae and hip-hop music shaped my per-
ception and politicians were our enemies. Bernie Sanders spoke our language. Legalize 
marijuana, hold murderous police accountable, abolish private prisons. 

Hillary Clinton was a member of the corporate elite, a class I labeled enemies. Trump 
was also an enemy, but I never thought in a million years he could win. How stupid. How 
foolish I was. Trump was a buffoon, I thought, a crude, spray-tanned game show host with 
some shredded road kill rotting on top of his head. Trump, who, even as a kid, I thought 
was just a clown in on his own joke. I genuinely did not know that people took him seri-
ously. I thought I understood reality. I did not. 

The fix was in, I thought. "Clinton is the chosen one." How stupid.

In 2016, I voted for Green Party candidate Jill Stein, believing myself to be morally supe-
rior to everyone who, I now realize, understood what was on the line and made the only 
sensible choice at the polls. How foolish I was. 

Had I believed Trump could win, would I have voted for Clinton? Or would my feigned 
moral superiority have kept me on the sideline, a not-so-conscientious, thick-headed ob-
jector, leaving the dirty work to more Responsible, Informed, Pragmatic citizens.

"BZZT-BZZT-BZZT"..."The Babadook is coming boyoh."

"Two sides of the same coin." I hear people say that now about Trump and Joe Biden. 
Now I know the true meaning of that phrase and I agree. In a coin toss, one side means 
you win, the other means you lose.  

With Trump we lose. We've lost so much. 

We've lost regulations that protected the environment, protected students, protected 
workers. 

We've lost a balanced Supreme Court. We've lost our trust in scientists, our trust in jour-
nalists. We've lost our dignity around the world. At times, I feel like I'm losing my mind. 

We’ve lost more than 210,000 people to COVID-19, because Trump didn’t want to “cause 
a panic.” 

But we’ve all been in a panic since that dismal day Trump took office. Trump’s oppo-
nents have been in a panic over his administration’s heinous crimes against humanity; 
Trump’s supporters have been in a panic over imaginary ghouls and phantom enemies. 
With Trump, we all live in dread, we all lose. 

Watching a great horror film like "The Babadook," I used to wonder how I would react to 
a horrific, supernatural phenomenon appearing my life; how it would feel to have every-
thing I thought I understood about reality incinerated in an instant. 

"BZZT-BZZT-BZZT"

We all have our own Babadook to overcome. Mine was ignorance. Believing that I knew. 
Believing that I understood. I didn't know a goddamn thing. Now I know and I can't look 
away, like a gruesome horror-movie scene, "BZZT-BZZT-BZZT" It’s everywhere I look. 

Can we control our collective Babadook? Or will it drag us into its twilight zone, where 
its poorly educated minions stomp over scientists to redefine reality. Can we restore our 
sanity? 

On November 3rd, every one of us can play a role in subduing that Babadook, sooner if 
you're voting early or by mail. 

The nightmare won’t be over – you can’t get rid of the Babadook – but we can wake up on 
November 4th in a world where those dark, heavy clouds have finally begun to roll past, 
dissipating back into the atmosphere; but still, even then, we must keep our claws sharp 
and our teeth bared, our wings and hooves in constant motion... 

"BZZT-BZZT-BZZT"

"The  Babadook is coming, boyoh"
Notes from inside 
a real-life horror film

By Chris Devlin

Drawing by anonymous
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   “Under a Biden-Harris administra-
tion, we will decriminalize the use of 
marijuana and automatically expunge 
all marijuana-use convictions and end 
incarceration for drug use alone.” 
   Vice Presidential candidate Kamala 
Harris made that statement at a virtual 
roundtable with ABC News Live, reaf-
firming the Biden campaign’s proposal 
to decriminalize marijuana on the fed-
eral level. 
   The proposal to decriminalize mari-
juana is elaborated on under the justice 
tab on the Biden campaign website (re-
ferred to as cannabis):
   “Biden believes no one should be in 
jail because of cannabis use. As pres-
ident, he will decriminalize cannabis 
use and automatically expunge prior 
convictions. And, he will support the 
legalization of cannabis for medical 
purposes, leave decisions regarding 
legalization for recreational use up to 
the states, and reschedule cannabis as 
a schedule II drug so researchers can 
study its positive and negative im-
pacts.”
   Decriminalization is the action or 
process of ceasing to treat something 
as illegal or as a criminal offense.
   If decriminalized, marijuana would 
remain illegal, but prosecutors would 
not pursue criminal charges against 
someone for possession under a per-
missible amount. Instead, the penalties 
would range from no penalties at all, 
fines or participation in a drug treat-
ment program. If recreational adult-use 

marijuana were legalized, all legal pro-
hibitions would be lifted. Marijuana 
would be available for purchase and 
recreational use for adults, similar to 
tobacco and alcohol. 
   Currently, cannabis is classified as 
a Schedule I drug, which is defined as 
a drug that has no currently accepted 
medical use and a high potential for 
abuse. Other Schedule I drugs include 
heroin, LSD and ecstasy. 
   The law and justice tab on President 
Trump’s website makes no mention of 
marijuana or drug-related policy pro-
posals. 
   “Since Trump has thus far made no 
comment on decriminalizing the pos-
session of cannabis on a federal lev-
el, it’s safe to assume we wouldn’t be 
seeing it in his second term,” wrote as-
sistant editor Elissa Esher, in a recent 
article in Green State, a digital maga-
zine that focuses on marijuana-related 
issues. 
   In the United States, medical mari-
juana is legally available in 33 states, 
including Pennsylvania. Eleven states 
and Washington, D.C. have legalized 
recreational use of marijuana. 
   In Pennsylvania, applicants suffering 
from a qualifying condition are eligible 
to participate in the state's medical mar-
ijuana program. The cost of a medical 
marijuana ID card is $50, plus the cost 
of the doctor’s appointment to receive 
a prescription. Pennsylvania medical 
marijuana patients are not permitted to 
cultivate their own marijuana plants. 
All marijuana and marijuana products 
must be purchased at state-approved 
dispensaries. 

   Currently, marijuana possession in 
Pennsylvania is a misdemeanor that 
carries a penalty of 30 days in jail and 
a $500 fine for possession of 30 grams 
or less; for possession of more than 30 
grams, the penalty is 1 year in jail and 
a $5,000 fine. First possession convic-
tions are eligible for conditional re-
lease, but subsequent convictions can 
carry doubled penalties. 
   Marijuana cultivation, however, is a 
felony that carries harsher penalties: 
2.5 – 5 years in jail and a $15,000 fine, 
for any number of plants. Medical mar-
ijuana patients would be subject to the 
same penalties.
   Biden’s campaign website features a 
page titled “Lift every voice: The Biden 
plan for Black America,” in which the 
U.S. prison system is brought into 
question:
   “We can and must reduce the number 
of people incarcerated in this country 
while also reducing crime. Reducing 
the number of incarcerated individuals 
will reduce federal spending on incar-
ceration. These savings should be rein-
vested in the communities impacted by 
mass incarceration.”
   The “communities impacted by mass 
incarceration,” are the communities in 
which Black and Hispanic Americans 
live.  
   Nationwide, Black people are near-
ly four times more likely than white 
people to be arrested for marijuana 
possession, despite Black and white 
people using marijuana at similar rates, 
according to a 2020 analysis by the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 
   The presidential election is Nov. 3. The 
deadline to register to vote is Oct. 19. 

   While it is legal for participants of 
the Pennsylvania medical marijuana 
program to possess marijuana within 
the state’s borders, those participants 
forfeit their right to bear arms, the Sec-
ond Amendment. 
   "It is legal under Pennsylvania law 
for the holder of a validly issued pa-
tient medical marijuana card to pos-
sess approved forms of medical mar-
ijuana. However, as per the United 
States Department of Justice, Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives (BATFE), the possession of 
medical marijuana remains a violation 
of federal law and possession of a val-
id medical marijuana card and/or the 
use of medical marijuana makes you 
an ‘unlawful user of or addicted to any 
controlled substance’ who is prohibit-
ed by federal law from the purchase or 
acquisition, possession or control of a 
firearm,” as stated on the Pennsylvania 
State Police official website. 
   Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf, 
who signed the bill to legalize medical 
marijuana in Pennsylvania in 2016, 
and Lieutenant Governor John Fetter-
man have recently been campaigning 
for the recreational legalization of
marijuana in Pennsylvania, citing po-
tential tax revenue as an incentive. 
  “The time has come to legalize adult-
use cannabis in Pennsylvania. It will 
help our economic recovery. It will 
help Pennsylvania families and will 
help make our criminal justice system 
fairer,” said Governor Tom Wolf, at a 
press conference in September. “It’s 
what the majority of Pennsylvanians 
want.”

By Chris Devlin

Joe Biden and Kamala Harris 
propose to decriminalize marijuana

Election

Photo by Element5 Digital on Unsplash

   Have you ever wondered why so few college students exercise their right to vote? The percentage 
of students who vote is roughly 20-30%, according a 2018 study by Duke University’s Bass Connec-
tions class. 
   “It’s always been pathetic,” says political scientist Sunshine Hillygus.
   In the tax year of 2014, only 16% of students made it to the polls. Somehow that doesn’t surprise 
many citizens. Hillygus is currently working on a book which will explain the dramatic low percent-
age of non-voters and what has caused students to become a non-voter. Some other reasons included 
things like filling out their registration form incorrectly or missing a question that was required. 
   One of the things that Hillygus discovered was that high school students weren’t necessarily being 
taught much of the voting process in their civics class. Most students in that particular class learn 
more of the levels in the Supreme Court and not much about the candidates at hand. It has also been 
said that teachers do tend to refrain from talking about politics in the classroom.     
   “I think that’s shirking their duties,” Hillygus says. “There are ways to have students talk about 
issues that aren’t biased and schools are avoiding that.” 
   As a previous non-voter, I feel as if I have clearly missed the point of voting. After doing the re-
search, I now feel as if I have cheated myself. For instance, if I don't make the effort to vote, what 
does that say about my character? Does that mean I don’t care about politics? Maybe it’s like Hillygus 
suggests, that we are not given the opportunity to engage in pertinent political topics as high school 
students and simply fall into the habit of not voting. It sort of persuades me to believe that I am also 
not doing my job as a mother to my children, whose futures will be affected by the policies enacted 
by politicians in all levels of government. Whether it pertains to health care, employment, elections 
or implementing new laws. 
   More reasons for voter apathy among college students were revealed in an interview with another 
non-voting Northampton Community College student, whose identity will be kept anonymous. The 
NCC student believes the younger generation does not vote due to a lack of knowledge or because 
of perceived time constraints. Most college students are often busy with school work and want to 
have fun in their free time, she admits. However, she does still believe that voting is important and 
expressed concern for the struggles of poor and working class people in the United States.  
   The interview led the non-voting NCC student to have a change of heart. Perhaps it was being 
sought out by a peer and asked to express her opinion that helped her understand the importance and 
value of her voice in the political spectrum. She said that she and other college students should make 
an effort and participate in these elections that will shape their future. 
   The future will be shaped on Nov. 3, 2020, the day of the presidential election.

The non-voters
Social commentary by Marangely Fernandez

http://www.ncccommuter.org
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   Until last month the email address of every 
student at Northampton Community College 
(NCC) had the word “spartan” which automati-
cally indicated that they were students. In other 
words, all of us students are spartans, not just 
NCC’s athletes. Where did the word spartan 
originate?
   The Webster dictionary offers a few mean-
ings for the word. Lower-case spartan means 
“marked by strict self-discipline or self-denial,” 
“marked by simplicity, frugality, or avoidance 
of luxury and comfort,” “laconic,” “undaunted 
by pain or danger.” Upper-case Spartan means 
“of or relating to Sparta in ancient Greece.”
   Movie-lovers will remember “300,” the mo-
tion picture in which that specific number of 
soldiers, heroic and proud, died defending their 
country against the giant Persian army, repre-
senting the second [after China] most powerful 
empire on Earth at the time. It extended from 
India to Egypt, to Turkey. The film is truthful to 
some degree. 
   Keep in mind that not being a documentary 
movie, it’s uncommitted to veracity; it’s to be 
watched “along with popcorn and soda pop,” in 
the words of Dan Vergano (US TODAY). Hol-
lywood entertains, appeals to emotions to boost 
box office, which for this movie was superb, 

Spartans: undaunted by pain or danger
By Jesus Zaldivar

https://colbysopinion.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/leonidasmonument2.

Science / Feature
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Use it or lose it (Part 2): the body

   In a previous article, I described a mar-
velous organ: the human brain. Scientific 
evidence has refuted the general belief that 
getting older causes the brain to lose its 
learning capabilities.  Rather “use it or lose 
it” applies: as long as the brain is kept ac-
tive, learning capabilities are not affected 
by old age. 
   Zooming out from the brain now to frame 
the entire body, one cannot but wonder at 
its physiology (functioning). Organs such 
as the heart and lungs never rest, even for a 
moment. In a 70-year span, at 80 beats per 
minute on average, the heart beats approx-
imately 3 billion times; at 16 breaths per 
minute average, the lungs breathe approxi-
mately 600 million times. 
   But those are just two of the thousands of 
functions that the body performs perfect-
ly: walking, digesting food, preventing and 
fighting infections, releasing precise doses 
of hormones, such as insulin in the blood 
stream and so forth. Moreover, structures 
such as bones and muscles play an indis-
pensable supporting role. 
   The human body that used to be so active 
in the past, in our ancestors’ lifetime, has in 
modern times become extremely inactive. 
People spend the entire day seated: in the 
car, in the office, at home. Not only have 
people’s habits changed, so have their be-
lief systems. Nowadays, it’s expected that 
old age will be life’s twilight, filled with 
body failure, illnesses and sadness.
  In the current article, I’m arguing that 
“use it or lose it” applies to the whole hu-
man body. The cause of body frailty is not 
old age per se, contrary to what people be-
lieve. In general, it’s the inactivity and lack 
of adequate maintenance,” wrote Dr. Wal-
ter Bortz, a Stanford University professor 
and practitioner of Geriatrics Medicine — 
health care of the elderly. 

Let’s look into this.

   It’s a fact that a car can run reliably for 
200,000 miles or more, provided it gets the 
proper maintenance closely following the 
instruction manual schedule. This example 
is frequently employed by Dr. Bortz in his 
writings and conferences. In the case of 
the human body, the proper maintenance 

consists of eating nutritious food, exercis-
ing regularly and managing stress, resting 
properly as well as actively caring for fi-
nancial, social, intellectual and spiritual 
matters. It is what Bortz calls “the health 
triad.” 
   Back in 1982, Bortz wrote the article 
“Disuse and Aging” in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association (JAMA). 
The core idea was that “…a portion of the 
changes that are commonly attributed to 
aging are in reality caused by disuse and, 
as such, are subject to correction.” He sup-
ported this affirmation with medical evi-
dences at the cellular level, as well as the 
whole-body system levels. 
   Furthermore, Dr. Bortz emphasized that 
“there is no drug in current or prospec-
tive use that holds as much promise for 
sustained health as a lifetime program of 
physical exercise.” 
No argument can be more convincing than 
an expert walking the talk. Last March was 
Dr. Bortz’s 90th birthday. He and Ruth, his 
wife of 62 years, had run grueling 26-mile 
marathons for more than 40 years. 
   So, if the potential for long, healthy and 
exciting life exists, why is it then that we 
rarely see a senior person enjoying life to 
the fullest? Why are seniors so restricted 
on their functions unable to walk and de-
pendent on a cabinet full of different medi-
cines taken daily at different times?       
   Aren’t these indications that aging bodies 
are inexorably destined to a downhill jour-
ney, confirming the horrific vision of old 
age that often populates adult’s minds? 
   The explanation to this is that the major-
ity of people live day after day, year after 
year by default and, say, when retirement 
approaches, come to realize that the body 
is failing. Using the car analogy, the user 
never read the instruction manual nor did 
the proper maintenance. The largely ne-
glected machine now runs with extreme 
difficulty or cannot continue running. 
   Enjoying a healthy life in old age general-
ly doesn’t occur by default. It requires ac-
tive work, permanent vigilance. Moreover, 
an “instruction manual” for every individ-
ual in the planet is not available commer-
cially. It’s a do-it-yourself job. It requires 
initial planning, followed by information 
gathering, information assembling and 
most importantly, lifetime follow up. 
   The individual manual targets not only the 
body, but also the mind, which will result in 
peace of mind. Overlapping Bortz’s ideas 
with psychologist Abraham Maslow’s the-
ory (based on “the values hierarchy”), one 

   But what about a high-school graduate, a 
manufacturing operator, with six children 
living in a rough neighborhood? Clearly, 
much more discipline would be needed for 
a blue-collar worker to plan and navigate 
life in such an unstable condition. 
   The second observation is that nobody 
knows the future. True. Plans are just that: 
plans. Life has unexpected turns and Dr. 
Bortz himself has witnessed that twice, at 
least. First, in 2016, Ruth, his 84-year-old 
partner of 62 years, who participated with 
Bortz in his proposed longevity script, con-
tracted Alzheimer’s disease. One day, Ruth 
fell off the bed, hitting her head and shortly 
after, she died. 
   Second, at age 88, Dr. Bortz underwent 
spinal stenosis surgery and his return to 
jogging was uncertain, Chris Kenrick re-
ported in a 2018 article in the Palo Alto 
Weekly. I don’t doubt he continues exer-
cising though. 
   These two incidents, instead of invalidat-
ing advocacy for his planning and activity, 
are reminders of the uncertainties of the 
human condition. 

Bortz’s call for action is very much valid. 
Use it or lose it. 

notes that in addition to the body-related 
needs (food, shelter, clothing), other needs 
such as safety, love and belonging, esteem 
and self-actualization have to be fulfilled. 
   Embedded in Maslow’s safety needs is 
the financial aspect. Most people cannot 
count on generous inheritances to pay bills 
as they get older; they cannot rely on Social 
Security either. This aspect is fundamental 
because “the only thing that is worse than 
dying is outliving your money,” Bortz 
wrote in “Dare to Be 100.” A financial plan 
is essential. 
   In his book, Bortz provides practical in-
formation grouped into four categories: D 
(diet), A (attitude), R (renewal) and E (ex-
ercise). Among DARE’s specific entries 
are: “believe in longevity, find meaning, 
be a responsible ager, don’t take yourself 
so seriously, be a good loser, get high on 
helping, recognize that sex is for life, keep 
working, learn to learn, make time for ex-
ercise.”  

At this point an inquisitive reader may 
have two observations. 
   First, that long term planning may be eas-
ier for a privileged college professor physi-
cian, like Dr. Bortz, privileged with job se-
curity, retirement plan, medical insurance 
and a comfortable lifestyle.

By Jesus Zaldivar

   (For "Use it or lose it (Part 1): 
the brain," see the September 
issue of The Commuter.)

grossing close to half a billion dollars. Critic re-
views were mixed. 
   Putting aside the historical inaccuracies of 
the film, one thing is true. Spartans were formi-
dable human beings who after 25 centuries are 
still alive in the collective mind. Many of their 
personal traits are listed as spartan synonymous 
in Webster dictionary. People’s admiration has 
originated modern day Spartans everywhere in 
both, non-scholastic environments — unrelated 
to education — and scholastic. 
   Various collective sports teams were named 
after the legendary warriors: soccer (English 
Football) in England, Malta and Scotland, 
hockey in Oregon, cricket in Barbados and Aus-
tralia, American Football in New Zealand and 
Wisconsin. 
   Among scholastic institutions, 10 universities 
and colleges in the U.S. and more in Austra-
lia and Canada carry the name Spartans. Ap-
proximately 105 High Schools in the U.S. are 
nicknamed Spartan, which includes Wyoming 
Valley West Senior High School in Plymouth, 
Luzern County. 
   Ancient Greece was not a single country as 
it is today. There were autonomous city-states, 
“poleis.” Athens and Sparta were prominent. 
One is familiar with the knowledge that Athens 
gave to the world: philosophy, architecture, arts, 
mathematics, geometry. Not much with Sparta’s 
legacy. 
   Located southwest of Athens, in the region 
of Laconia [from which derived “laconic”, the 

short and to the point talk that characterized 
Spartans]. Spartans lived by a peculiar code: 
the highest honor for a human being was ser-
vice to the country and even higher to die in the 
battlefield. 
   Spartans considered themselves to be property 
of the state from birth. Men lived to be soldiers. 
At age seven, a boy was taken from their par-
ents and submitted to extraordinary training and 
living very modestly. 
   As boys approached manhood, discipline in-
tensified. The official military service was from 
age 20 to 60. In battle, one thing was clear: win 
or die, never surrender nor retreat. Spartans 
were the best soldiers in the ancient world, a 
sample of which was the Battle of Thermopy-
lae, at the end of August, beginning of Septem-
ber in 480 BC, precisely 2,500 years ago.
   The Pass of Thermopylae was a narrow — 45 
feet — coastal passage. The very large Persian 
fleet transported a very large number of sol-
diers, estimated to be 180,000 by modern ex-
perts to the Greek coast. To get further inland, 
going through the Pass was the only alternative, 
even more because the Greek had built a wall 
that funneled the Persian soldiers’ advance 
through the Pass. 
   Specific circumstances made King Leonidas 
and 300 hand-picked soldiers to “welcome” the 
Persians at Thermopylae. “Eat your breakfast as 
if you are to eat your dinner in the other world,” 
Leonidas told his brave men.

(Continued on Page 7)
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(Spartans: continued)

   The ferocious combat lasted three days. 
[King Xerxes had asked for surrender and 
waited four days, King Leonidas reply is de-
scribed below]. Military training, extraordi-
nary courage and knowledge of the terrain 
worked out perfectly the first and second days. 
On the evening of the second, Spartans were 
betrayed and the Persians accessed the Ther-
mopylae Pass through a secret passage. On the 
third day, King Leonidas and Spartans fought 
until the last minute of their life. 
   The heroes’ epitaph poetically tells of the 
love of Spartans for their King and country: 
“Go, tell the Spartans, stranger passing by that 
here, obedient to their laws, we lie.” 
   The Thermopylae Battle was lost, but the ex-
ample of supreme sacrifice set by the Spartans, 
was never forgotten. The Greek recovered and 
were able to expel the giant Persian army.
   Today, Sparta is a peaceful, bucolic town the 
size of Wilkes-Barre (or State College) acces-
sible by bus from Athens. The 150-mile trip 
takes some three hours. Palaiologou Avenue, 
the commercial heart of downtown Sparta, 
ends at a giant statue of the city’s greatest son, 
King Leonidas. 
   Behind the statue, two tall polls hold the 
Greek and the European Union’s flags. The 
pedestal reads  "ΜΟΛΩΝ ΛΑΒΕ" ("Come and 
take them"), the laconic reply of Leonidas to 
Persian King Xerxes demand to Greeks to sur-
render their weapons and thus spare their lives. 
   One of a kind. That’s what the original Spar-
tans were. Extraordinary courage, discipline 
and dedication to a noble cause are values 
that today’s Spartans in various localities try 
to honor. 
NCC students, shouldn’t forget that. 

Student email addresses are moving
Here is how to save your important emails and files

By Jesus Zaldivar
According to an email from gmailmigration@northampton.edu 
on Aug. 3, Northampton Community College is migrating stu-
dent email from Gmail to Microsoft Office 365, as explained 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wS0QiHNQ-D8&-
feature=youtu.be 

Emails can be accessed at https://portal.office.com or al-
ternatively at www.northampton.edu — selecting My-
NCC and selecting Office 365 from the Student Resources 
links, as indicated in  the video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Re75N1_TRGE&feature=youtu.be

Instructions on how to access student email and the Office365 
applications are given here:
h t t p s : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = F u k F 7 Va -
KoIc&list=PL4F8834XNQt4p0qbuKlRMKf17IbinHXX-
N&index=3

The new student email address is firstname.lastname@stu-
dent.northampton.edu, but students’ passwords will remain 
the same.  

Warning: those who became NCC students before July 29 and 
have important e-mails to save and / or need to download im-
portant files from Google Drive, need to migrate emails and / 
or documents before the deadline of Monday, Oct. 19. 
 
No action is needed from those who either became NCC stu-
dents on or after July 29 or prior to this date, but don’t need 
to save Gmail emails nor download files from Google Drive.

To forward messages to new email address:
-Open your internet browser and type mail.google.com into 
the address bar.
-Select the emails your wish to forward by clicking the box 
next to that message.

-Click on the three dots above your email message and select 
“Forward as attachment.”
-A message window will appear and the e-mails selected will 
add as an attachment.
-Fill out the “To” field with a valid e-mail address you want to 
forward the messages to.
-Click “Send” to forward the messages you have select-
ed to the designated emails address. Steps are summa-
rized here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJUcqIdjq-
SU&list=PL4F8834XNQt4p0qbuKlRMKf17IbinHXXN&in-
dex=4 

To download all files from Google Drive:
-Open a browser and type https://takeout.google.com/ into the 
address bar.
-Log in with your username and password.
-Click “Deselect all” then scroll down and click the checkbox 
next to “Drive.”
-Scroll to the bottom of the page and click “Next Step.”
-Leave all of the options as their defaults and click “Create 
Export.”
-The process has now started and you will receive an email 
once it has completed.
-Upon receiving the email, ”Your Google data archive is 
ready,” in your Gmail account:
-Open the email and click “Download archive.”
-Select a location for your archived Google Drive files. 

The steps are summarized here: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = d 4 5 c X -
o5z6c8&list=PL4F8834XNQt4p0qbuKlRMKf17IbinHXX-
N&index=5

Help is available at gmailmigration@northampton.edu and the 
IT help desk 610-861-5413, helpdesk@northampton.edu 

Image borrowed from NCC Spartan Athletics 
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   In May of 2018, Daniel and Robert Sadler 
drove from Pennsylvania to South Caroli-
na to attend their older brother's wedding. 
They passed the time listening to music 
and discussing their shared affinity for the 
raw, minimal sound of '80s hardcore-punk.
   That conversation laid the framework 
for their new band, RA!D. Pronounced 
“Raid," the name is a bug-spray related 
nod to the original pesticide punkers OFF!, 
a supergroup featuring members of various 
pioneering punk bands, including Black 
Flag, who RA!D considers an influence.
   Northampton Community College grad-
uates Daniel and Robert, credited as Dee-
Dee Moongel and Bob in the liner notes of 
RA!D’s debut album, “9900,” have played 
in various bands together for nearly two 
decades. Lehigh Valley punk rock fans 
present in the early 2000s might remember 
The Blimp Attack, the brothers' first band, 
formed when the younger Daniel was in ju-
nior high school. 
   RA!D’s current lineup features Daniel 
on drums and lead vocals and Robert on 
bass and guitar overdubs in the studio. The 
brothers are not against the idea of bring-
ing more bandmates into the fold, but their 
minimal lineup did not prevent them from 
firing up their amps and the TASCAM an-
alog four-track tape recorder they used to 
lay down “9900.”
   “Chords and wires everywhere,” Rob-
ert said. “Very chaotic,” Daniel added, 
describing the scene of their makeshift re-
cording studio in a cedar-paneled closet in 
Robert’s basement. The brothers recorded 
their album in just a few takes, as pushing 
the record button required cautious maneu-
vering through the spider web of cables. 
  Released in July on streaming platforms 
and a limited run of 25 cassette tapes, 
“9900” comprises eight gritty songs that 
range in tempo, but are relentless in their 
grim tone. 
   Swinging between militant and groovy, 
Daniel’s drum beats pound through the 
speakers with a pleasant fuzz similar to 
the lo-fi drum-machine samples common 
in late ‘80s and early ‘90s hip-hop. Robert 
covers a lot of ground with a heavily over-
driven bass guitar, which during certain 
riffs sounds like some other alien instru-
ment. Robert's guitar overdubs drone in the 
song’s shadows or tear out from them like 
a murder of crows screeching through the 
rhythm section’s cloudy sky. Daniel’s vo-
cals, shouted and snarled, pierce the song, 

often with a tail of reverb as if bellowed 
from a cave.
   RA!D does not provide sentimental mel-
odies meant to evoke warm feelings, but 
instead, delivers an appropriate soundtrack 
to match the gloom of the present moment.
   “I think what we’re trying to do is be as 
anti-musical as possible,” Daniel said.
   Daniel’s lyrics explore the theme of 
hauntology, a theory developed by French 
philosopher, Jacques Derrida in 1993, 
which ponders the possibility of the pres-
ent being haunted by unrealized potential 
futures. In the early 2000s, British elec-
tronic musicians evoked Derrida’s theory 
by using vintage equipment to produce 
music in the vein of that released in the 
bygone era, but with present-day cultural 
memory informing the process to create a 

sense of music that never-was.
   On, “9900,” a reference to the rollover of 
numbers at the turn of the century, Daniel 
imagines living in a world in which Y2K 
proved to be the cataclysmic event many 
feared it would be.  That concept—began 
as a joke—now feels more relevant in the 
midst of the pandemic and underscores 
parallels between the destruction, chaos 
and ignorance of his imagined world and 
the last six months. .
   “It wasn’t supposed to be a reflection on 
real life, but I think it has become that, un-
intentionally,” Daniel said.
   The Sadler brothers spoke fondly of 
their time attending NCC, where they both 
earned associate degrees in liberal arts, 
Robert in ’03 and Daniel in ‘09. Robert 
recalled attending punk shows held in the 

multi-purpose room in NCC’s College 
Center. Robert and Daniel explained 
there was a long tradition of such events 
that took place on campus at NCC, includ-
ing one raucous concert in October 1982 
featuring The Misfits, a horror-themed 
punk band who recently reunited after 
more than 30 years to play multiple sold-
out stadium shows across the country. A 
video of The Misfits' show at NCC can be 
found on YouTube.
  Robert went on to receive his bachelor’s 
degree from Temple University and his 
teaching certificate from East Stroudsburg 
University, but said that NCC was always 
his favorite school, citing class sizes, gen-
uinely interested professors and the ease of 
dealing with administrative issues as rea-
sons. Daniel, who also attended Millers-
ville University in Lancaster and recently 
earned his communications degree from 
Muhlenberg College, echoed Robert’s sen-
timent.
   “I got along with the teachers. I made a 
lot of friends in my classes,” Daniel said, 
remarking that he had trouble applying 
himself in high school, but found interest 
in academics at NCC, where he was intro-
duced to new areas of study, such as phi-
losophy. Daniel recalls feeling supported 
by his professors at NCC, noticing that stu-
dents who attempted to apply themselves 
were encouraged, a connection he did not 
feel as strongly at other schools. 
   The brothers agreed that with the value 
and quality of the education available at 
NCC, there is not a better option for those 
who wish to receive a higher education lo-
cally.
   RA!D plans to begin performing live 
once it’s safe to do so and said they’d be 
up for live streaming a concert, as has been 
popular in recent months. 
   The brother’s Zen-like approach to music 
can be applied by those who are seeking 
guidance in surviving the pandemic.
   “Don’t force anything and whatever we 
come up with is what we come up with and 
whatever happens, happens,” Robert said.
   RA!D’s sophomore release, a 3-song 
EP titled, “Love Letter,” will be available 
Oct. 17 via BandCamp. The title is drawn 
from Dennis Hopper’s lines in a disturb-
ing scene from David Lynch’s film “Blue 
Velvet.” RA!D’s new music promises to be 
equally menacing. 

Listen to RA!D on BandCamp:
https://raidmusicisrad.bandcamp.com/releases

NCC grads, RA!D's rock is rugged and raw
By Chris Devlin

Photo by Gavin Hendricks

"RA!D does not provide sentimental melodies meant to evoke warm feelings, 
but instead, delivers an appropriate soundtrack to match the gloom of the present moment."

       Christopher Nolan's "Tenet"
Film review 
by Cade O'Connell
Disclaimer: There will be major spoilers in 
this review for “Tenet,” I urge you watch the 
film first if you haven’t already and then come 
back to this review. Now, here is my review of 
the newest blockbuster film by the amazing 
Christopher Nolan, “Tenet.”
   Let’s start with what I liked about this 
film. I absolutely loved the action in this 
film and the overall concept of “Tenet,” 
from the simple idea of someone being 
physically able to catch a bullet to the idea 
of being able to “invert” someone so that 
he can basically go back in time. 
   I truly believe that this is Nolan action 
at its peak and is really one of the only 
reasons why I’d watch this film again. 
My favorite action sequence and scene as 
a whole would be the car chase heist or 
the second instance in which “the Protag-
onist,” an unnamed CIA agent played by 
John David Washington, and Neil, played 
by Robert Pattinson, go to the airport. All 
in all, this is some of the most intriguing 
and most visually pleasing action I have 
seen in a while, but that’s all this movie 
has going for it.

   The characters in this film are very hit or 
miss. There are charming characters like 
Neil and the Protagonist, but also less-de-
veloped characters, such as Andrei Sator, 
played by Kenneth Branagh, the villain 
whose motivation is trite and predictable. 
Sator’s thought process, “Kill everyone 
when I die because I have cancer,” left 
me feeling disappointed.  I didn’t think 
it was possible, but Nolan has created a 
villain that is more boring than Talia al 
Ghul from The Dark Knight Rises, which 
is a shame because viewers can see that 
Nolan made his best effort in this film. 
   Now, this doesn’t mean that the per-
formances given to these actors and ac-
tresses are bad at all. In fact, I enjoyed 
small characters like Ives, played by Aar-
on Taylor-Johnson, and Mahir, played by 
   Himesh Patel, because they also brought 
charm to their roles, despite only being 
in the film for a few scenes. The real 
problem in this film isn’t the characters 
and it is by far not the action, it’s the plot.
   It could be argued that I just don’t under-
stand the film’s plot, which could be true, 
despite the fact that there were clear audio 
mixing issues throughout the film. In some

   
scenes which were meant for dialogue, I 
had trouble hearing what was said due to 
the actors’ unclear annunciation being lost 
in the subwoofer sound system that Nolan 
loves to use to bolster his film’s scores; al-
though “Tenet’s” score is amazing.
   I want you to know that I have nothing 
but respect to Nolan, for he is one of my 
favorite directors in Hollywood. In “Ten-
et,” I felt that Nolan had an interesting 
idea, but he fell short of executing that idea 
and made some mistakes in attempting to 
do so, such as his decision to pit a generic 
bad-guy army with a generic world-ending 
device against the good guys, who attempt 
to save the world. 
   I might be nitpicking, but I didn’t expect 

such a generic third act in a film like this, 
with the whole idea of being “inverted” 
being used for stunning visual effect. But, 
what really disappointed me is that “Tenet” 
gets way too obvious with foreshadowing 
towards Neil’s death and revealing that 
Kat, played by Elizabeth Debicki, was the 
woman who dived off her husband’s yacht. 
In all, I was underwhelmed by “Tenet,” 
which is a shame because the film had po-
tential but fell apart in the third act. I won’t 
be watching this film again anytime soon 
unless it’s on television. I give “Tenet” a 
6/10, however, I am looking forward to 
watching Robert Pattinson’s “The Bat-
man,” slated for release Oct. 1, 2021, after 
enjoying his performance in “Tenet.”

Photo by Karen Zhao on Unsplash
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 Planchette Over a Clue Board 
                        By Kailey Tedesco 

I. Ms. Scarlet in the Conservatory with Rope 

You must remember flesh is only a myth: all of these mansions 
haunted with organs propped up on two legs, dancing the Charleston, 

your thigh-skin bedazzling fishnets like stained glass & why is it
I am so afraid to look upwards through the gardens? 

II. Reverend Green in the Hall with a Candlestick 

Favor numbers divisible by three & light as many wicks—
you combed the pond for me yourself, combing & combing 

until the water sent shivers down your spine. You lean back
into the purr & pocket all those silver offerings. 

III. Mrs. Peacock in the Billiard Room with a Pistol 

You’ll want to check the doorways & roll snake-eyes to 
enter quietly. I’ll be there, sitting ghost-sheeted—

all of that red crawling from me like ants & you chalking
your weapon for a clean break. 

IV. Professor Plum in the Dining Room with a Knife 

Somewhere my eyelids are ground up in an ashtray 
left for safekeeping & tea—

did you know I can write sonnets into your
arms from the inside? 

V. Mrs. White in the Ballroom with Poison 

Make my chest consumptive, wet ivy, all sloppy-coughs & blood-dusted 
cabbage roses into grandmother’s tea set. I want to chew 

on this earth. Give me wrists drenched in baker’s
chocolate. Do not taunt me while I’m eating, 

reaching through plasma. 

VI. Colonel Mustard in the Study with a Wrench 

Unbuild me, unbuild me to nothing—I am not ashes & I am 
not dust. you know what kind of beast I am, lint still 

caught on your slacks & fur lining your throat. I am the fossil
of a poltergeist & you gaze in horror at these jagged stacks of books. 

Image by prettysleepy1 from Pixabay

Kailey Tedesco is an adjunct professor of English at Northampton Com-
munity College and Moravian College. She is the author of She Used to be 
on a Milk Carton (April Gloaming Publishing) and Lizzie, Speak (winner 
of White Stag Publishing's 2018 MS contest). Her newest collection, 
FOREVERHAUS, will be released from White Stag soon. You can find her 
work featured or forthcoming in The Journal, Gigantic Sequins, Bone Bou-
quet Journal, Fairy Tale Review and more. For further information, please 
visit kaileytedesco.com.

Across

1. '41 Wolfman Lon _____ Jr.
7. Count's dental concern
9. Mistress of the Dark
10. Wolfman's favorite Tom Petty album?
13. Size of Halloween candy bars
15. 'It' town
19. Goalie-mask wearer Jason
23. 'They're all gonna _____ at you!'
24. 'The Creature Stole my _________'
26. Candy ____
27. Hitchcock's killer flock, (with The)
28. Horror-themed punk band, The _______

Complete the crossword puzzle below

Name:                                          

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8 9

10 11

12

13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22

23

24 25

26

27

28

Down

1. Black Lagoon native?
2. Nightmare street
3. Wolfman's least favorite rhythm section? (With Bob 
Seger & The...)
4. 'Seasons don't ____ the Reaper...'
5. Derry clown
6. Bobby Pickett & the Crypt-Kicker ____
8. Who ya' gonna call?
11. Zevon's headless Thompson gunner
12. 'They're coming for you, _______!'
14. Witch transportation
16. 'Nightmare On My Street' rapper, Will _____
17. Pioneering zombie-film director
18. '31 Dracula (first name)
20. 'You can't get rid of the ________!'
21. 'The Pit and the _________'
22. 'Halloween' star Jamie Lee
23. '31 Dracula (last name)
25. Shatner-mask wearer Michael

Created using the Crossword Maker on TheTeachersCorner.net

"Halloween 2020"

By Chris Devlin

"Creepshow Crossword"

http://www.ncccommuter.org
https://pixabay.com/users/prettysleepy1-2855492/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3519985
http://kaileytedesco.com.
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   The 2020-21 school year started off intensely for my 
family. My oldest children, Alleyanna and Avorey, are cur-
rently enrolled in Donegan Elementary, which provided 
online learning for the students after COVID-19 spiked 
the town. Unfortunately, my oldest two did not make the 
deadline to sign up for online classes and I was forced to 
send them to school two days out of the week. This put me 
in a bad place because I couldn’t stop thinking about how 
safe my kids were really going to be. 
   COVID-19 has been a nightmare to schools and day 
cares, including Northampton Community College’s Han-
nig and Reibman child care centers, which have under-
gone detrimental changes, coordinators Faye and Denise 
explained. 
   Both centers were closed for five months and reopened 
in September, a situation similar to other local day care 
centers, including the one my children attend.
   While they were closed, NCC’s child care center coor-
dinators held a series of meetings with a focus on creat-
ing a better system for children and staff members. The 
coordinators hoped to receive the best recommendations 
for safety measures from experts to inform their reopening 
plan.
   “It was a challenge, indeed,” says Faye, “but we learned 
new procedures and it was a great opportunity to make 
some improvements in our facility.” 
   Similar improvements were also made at my child’s 
school to ensure safety within our students’ first day back. 
   The children were dressed in new gear, matching masks 
and hand sanitizers attached to their backpacks on the first 
day of school. All the children were excited to make new 
friends and finally get out of the house. Although once they 
arrived, they realized everything isn’t what it used to be. 
Six feet apart, no interactions, no use of the water fountain 
and no outside recess. 
   NCC’s child care centers also introduced changes on 
their first day back. One of the most significant changes 
made was the percentage of children attending. Enroll-
ment was reduced by 50% to enable maintaining social 
distancing at all times. In addition to that, parents are no 
longer able to enter the day care and every child has to take 
their temperature before entering the building. 
   Although these changes have been difficult for students 
and staff to adapt to, remarkably, the children have dis-
played tremendous effort to adhere to the new rules and 
deserve recognition for that effort. Despite this challeng-
ing and confusing ordeal, you can still feel the smile be-
hind the mask. 
   After day one was over for my children, I arrived 10 min-
utes before dismissal at 3:30pm to pick up my children. 
Approximately 24 hours later, a message went out to all 
parents that a new COVID-19 case had struck the school. 
The exposed staff member did not come in contact with 
the children and they have followed all CDC guidelines 
for safety, the message explained. 
   Upon learning this news, I felt my stomach turn sour 
in an instant. Crazy scenarios began circling in my head. 
I got scared and refused to send my kids to school. Well, 
don’t you all know it is a crime to not send your kids to 
school? After my children’s fourth absence, Donegan El-
ementary staff members began to contact me incessantly, 
threatening to take me to court. It is understandable that 
the kids must attend school, but how can any parent feel 
safe? What is the real crime here? 

David Morris 
National journalist and polling expert

Associated Press – Harrisburg, Sacramento, D.C.
Bloomberg News White House correspondent
National Journal   |  The Kiplinger Letter
ABC News – Election night exit poll consultant

Polling in a 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR 

is tricky.
But it’s only part 

of a reporter’s toolbox

Sponsored by The Commuter, NCC’s student news organization
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Pulse
America’s

T A K I N G

A  D I S C U S S I O N

Tuesday, October 6 
11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

Email Rob Hays  •  rhays@northampton.edu • to receive Zoom invite at 8 a.m. day of the event

For students struggling to afford child 
care, NCC offers assistance through 
the CCAMPIS grant (Child Care 
Access Meets Parents In School), 
available for low-income parents to 
help to cover child care expenses. The 
grant is primarily used to support 
campus-based child care programs. 
For more information, contact: 
Janette Zuk: 610-332-6084; 
jzuk@northampton.edu

The smile 
behind 

the mask
By Marangely Fernandez

Halloween '16..."BZZT-BZZT-BZZT"
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