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H.O.P.E. Food Pantry offering holiday bags
   To help ensure a happy and 
healthy holiday for all students, 
NCC's H.O.P.E. Food Pantry is 
now offering special holiday bags 
that come with everything needed 
to make a delicious and nutritious 
holiday dinner. 
   The bags include a small canned 
ham, veggies, stuffing, potatoes, 
macaroni and cheese and a nonper-
ishable dessert. During the pandem-
ic, the H.O.P.E. Food Pantry offers 
contactless curbside pickup every 
Monday from 1 to 3 p.m., behind 
Penn Hall at NCC's main campus in 
Bethlehem.
   All NCC students and faculty 
are eligible to receive a bag of the 
non-perishable items. All patrons 
and volunteers must wear a mask 
and social distance per CDC guide-
lines. An NCC ID must be present-
ed upon arrival at the pick-up site. 
If driving, stay in your car and a 
volunteer will place the bag in your 
trunk. If on foot, proceed to the pan-
try table for distribution. 

   “Being part of the H.O.P.E. Pantry has been a re-
warding experience,” says Giovanni Garcia, a nursing 
student at NCC. “Food insecurity is something that no 
person should have and it can have a great impact on 
students.”
  In addition to packing the bags for pickup, Garcia 
is responsible for training volunteers and organizing 
food pantry events. He believes it is important to pro-
vide these resources for students, especially during the 
pandemic. 
  “It is a great team effort between the schools, clubs, 
students and other organizations to help provide food for 
our community,” Garcia says. 
   The H.O.P.E. (Helping Our Peers Excel) Food Pan-
try was established in 2016 by members of the Nursing 
Student Organization at NCC and has provided food for 
more than 3,000 students. 
   “Pursuing a college education should not compete with 
the right to have consistent access to adequate and nutri-
tious food,” said Doctor of Education Andrea Corrado, 
H.O.P.E. Food Pantry faculty advisor and associate pro-
fessor of nursing at NCC. 
  Food insecurity affects 44% of students at two-year 
colleges and 38% at four-year colleges, according to 
The Hope Center, an organization that advocates for the 
well-being of college students. 
  The H.O.P.E. Food Pantry is always looking for stu-
dents to help out. Volunteer tasks include shopping for 
items, re-stocking and distributing pre-bagged items. 
Non-perishable food items and toiletries can be donated 
at the Penn Hall distribution location. 
For more info visit:
https://www.northampton.edu/food-pantries.htm

By Mara Fernandez

Fifty-one coronavirus cases
clear classrooms at NCC
By Chris Devlin

   This fall, Northampton Community 
College attempted to hold 20% of its 
course programs on campus. Due to 
rising coronavirus cases, on Nov. 17, 
the college’s administration announced 
that after Thanksgiving most of those 
classes would move to remote learning 
to finish the semester.  
    At the time the announcement was 
made, 29 coronavirus cases had been 
reported at NCC campuses during 
the fall semester, according to the 
COVID-19 dashboard on the college’s 
website. Since then, the total number 
of cases at NCC has increased to 51, 
including 17 cases that are consid-
ered “current positive cases.” NCC’s 
COVID-19 dashboard was last updated 
on Nov. 24.  
    Of NCC’s 17 “current positive cas-
es,” 12 are students and five are staff, 
according to Executive Director of 
Marketing & Communications Brad 
Drexler.  
    NCC’s COVID-19 dashboard does 
not specify at which NCC location the 
cases were reported. NCC has four lo-
cations: main campus in Bethlehem, 

Monroe campus, the Fowler Center in 
Southside Bethlehem and a center in 
Easton. NCC reports only the total case 
numbers, as some students and profes-
sors are active on multiple campuses, 
said Vice President of Student Affairs 
& Enrollment Dr. Sedgwick Harris. 
    Courses that require lab work con-
tinue to meet on campus. These include 
"science labs, dental, EMT, funeral ser-
vices, medical assistant, massage ther-
apy, nursing, radiography and veteri-
nary technician programs," according 
to the Nov. 17 announcement. 
    Students who returned to NCC after 
the Thanksgiving break were not re-
quired to take a COVID-19 test. 
   Before coming to campus, the college 
asks that students and staff perform a 
self-health assessment, which is a se-
ries of questions regarding COVID-19 
symptoms, events attended within the 
past 14 days or if the person assess-
ing themselves had tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the past 10 days; not 
addressed are possible pre-symptom-
atic, or asymptomatic cases, which 
recent research suggests is about 20% 
of all COVID-19 cases, as reported by 
Healthline.com. 

(Continued on Page 3)

Nursing students Giovanni Garcia and Emily Schweitzer 
in action at the H.O.P.E. Food Pantry

Empty hall at NCC. Photo by The Commuter

http://www.ncccommuter.org
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Volunteer opportunities at NCC 
with the Center for Civic & Community Engagement

   The United States is experienc-
ing an unprecedented time of worry 
and doubt, with the country’s most 
vulnerable being hit the hardest. As 
winter approaches, community or-
ganizers are making plans to help 
those who need it most.
   NCC’s Center for Civic and Com-
munity Engagement (CCCE) pro-
vides a number of opportunities 
for students to engage with their 
communities. Headed by Director 
Stanley Ebede and Program Coor-
dinator Amy Sams, this department 
encourages students to actively be 
the change they want to see in their 
communities. 
   Community service is only one 
of the areas that the CCCE focuses 
on. They also encourage students to 
become civically engaged and pro-
vide students with service learning, 
“which ties service to what you’re 
learning here in the classroom,” 
Sams said.
   They host reflection sessions as 
well, which give students a platform 
to present what they have been in-
volved with in their community and 
receive feedback and new ideas.
   While COVID-19 restrictions 
have made it tough for the CCCE to 
organize events with its community 
partners, they have found ways to 
continue their work. 

   One long-standing partnership 
they have is with Trinity Church in 
Easton for their community meals. 
   “Once a month, we would have 
a group of volunteers physically go 
to Trinity to help prepare and serve 
meals,” Sams said.
   But this year, the partners had to 
find a way for students to continue 
to volunteer in a safe and socially 
distant way. On two occasions this 
semester, volunteering students 
purchased and bagged meals. The 
program coordinator then delivered 
the meals to Trinity Church, where 
they were distributed to the com-
munity, Sams explained.  
 “Everyone has to have some kind 
of positive impact on the world 
around them. The world around 
them might be a family, it might be 
their business, it might be their en-
vironment, it might be the political 
world, but every one of us has the 
ability to make a positive impact,” 
Sams concluded.
   For more information on how you 
can get involved with your commu-
nity, visit northampton.edu/ccce to 
check out the CCCE’s upcoming 
programs. They also have a list of 
community partners that offer vol-
unteering opportunities outside the 
school, which can be viewed here: 
https://www.northampton.edu/cen-
ter-for-civic-and-community-en-
gagement/community-partners.htm

By Jacob VanNorman

NCC publishes fall crime report

   Colleges and universities are required 
to report annually, by October, crimes 
that have occurred in and around cam-
pus. The Northampton Community 
College Annual Crime and Fire Safe-
ty Report summarizes data from the 
Bethlehem campus, Fowler campus, 
Monroe campus and Easton site. Of-
ficer Sterner, NCC Safety, could not 
provide information on the status of the 
full 2020 report. 
   What is available online on NCC’s 
Public Safety webpage is a quarter-
ly report from Sept. 22 to Nov. 20. 
It lists 24 reported incidents: 

By Jesus Zaldivar (alcohol: 1, assault: 3, disorderly con-
duct: 5, drugs: 10, theft: 1, threat: 
1, trespassing: 2, and vandalism: 1.) 
https://www.northampton.edu/about/
public-safety.htm 
   The Annual Crime and Fire Safety 
Report complies with the Clery Act, 
enacted in 1990 in response to the sex-
ual assault and murder of 19-year-old 
Jeanne Clery in her dorm at Lehigh 
University in 1986. The act is intended 
to protect students by requiring schools to 
be transparent about crimes on campus.
NCC students and faculty can sign up 
to receive emergency text alerts here: 
https://northampton.omnilert.net/
subscriber.php
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"What about the money?"

   The Nov. 17 announcement did 
not mention a tuition refund for 
classes moving from campus to on-
line format, but for spring-semester 
classes that have been moved to on-
line, no portion of the tuition will be 
refunded, according to an FAQ on 
NCC's website. 
    Among the reasons given for why 
online classes do not cost less is that 
“professors spend many hours de-
veloping the online curriculum used 
to help students learn and succeed.” 
   The Commuter interviewed two 
adjunct professors at NCC who 
said they were not compensated 
for developing their online course 
programs, which both said was la-
bor-intensive.
   A full-time professor at NCC told 
The Commuter that faculty mem-
bers receive a one-time payment to 
create a master course shell to be 
used to teach online, “which can 
easily take 80-100 hours to do a 
comprehensive job” and is a “labor 
of love.” The college then owns the 
shell and can assign any qualified 
instructor to teach it, the anony-
mous full-time professor said.
  When asked for a comment on this, 
NCC administration told The Commuter

“What’s ahead?”
   During the pandemic, faculty 
members have been asked if they 
would prefer to teach online or on 
campus. “Whenever possible, we 
tried to accommodate their prefer-
ence,” Dr. Harris said. 
    Aside from the move of some 
classes from on campus to online, 
the fall semester will continue on 
schedule, classes ending Dec. 12 
and finals beginning Dec. 14. The 
winter semester will begin Dec. 
14 and will be entirely online. The 
spring semester is scheduled to be-
gin on Jan.19, as planned before the 
college’s decision to finish the fall 
semester online. 
    On Nov. 25, Pennsylvania re-
ported its current record of 8,297 
new COVID-19 cases in a single 
day, nearly 2,000 more than the 
day NCC announced most classes 
would move to online to finish the 
fall semester. 
   In Northampton County, there 
is currently a 23% chance of con-
tracting COVID-19 at an event with 
10 people and a 40% chance at an 
event with 20 people, according to 
a risk assessment tool developed by 
the Georgia Institute of Technology. 
The tool can be viewed here: https://
covid19risk.biosci.gatech.edu/

that details regarding compensation 
are confidential. 
   Another reason the college gives 
for not issuing partial refunds for 
classes that moved to online is that 
professors have been “carefully 
trained to teach students in an on-
line environment.” 
   Dr. Harris told The Commuter 
that since last spring “every faculty 
member has participated in train-
ing to support their online teach-
ing.” Drexler clarified that faculty 
members who were asked to switch 
to online classes were strongly en-
couraged to complete the training, 
but he did not confirm that it was 
mandatory; although, professors 
who had been teaching online be-
fore the pandemic had to complete 
a training course, he said.
    One of the adjunct professors in-
terviewed by The Commuter called 
the recent online-teaching training 
“frenetic,” the other said it ends up 
“being for people who don't under-
stand the basics,” continuing, “they 
completely forget about the human 
component of the classes. There 
is no rigorous training that we go 
through.”
    “To know that online classes are 
the same cost is ridiculous and to 
know that the administration says 
we are highly trained is an egregious 
lie,” the adjunct professor opined.

  If mandates are eased, COVID-19 
cases will more than double by late 
January, the Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation projects on 
healthdata.org. 
   Vaccines are expected to be re-
leased by mid-December, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, but, as the New 
York Times reported, health care 
workers, nursing home residents 
and other high-risk individuals are 
expected to be first in line for vac-
cinations; how long it takes to get 
to younger individuals depends on 
how fast sufficient quantities of the 
vaccine can be produced and dis-
tributed. 
   Then again, 49% of Americans 
say they would not get the vaccine, 
according to a national survey con-
ducted by the Pew Research Center 
in September. More recent surveys 
have been conducted by other orga-
nizations, producing similar results.
   Students or faculty continuing 
to go to campus should report any 
COVID-like symptoms -- cough, 
fever, shortness of breath -- to the 
NCC Health Center by phone and 
email: (610) 861-5365; 
HealthCenter@Northampton.edu.

View NCC’s COVID-19 dashboard 
here: https://www.northampton.edu/
coronavirus/covid-19-dashboard.htm

Hampton Winds' comeback on the horizon
By Mara Fernandez

   Hampton Winds has been closed 
since March. The difficult decision 
to stay closed during this pandem-
ic was made by Francine Marz, the 
Director of Culinary Arts at NCC, 
and Carin Winans, the manager of 
Hampton Winds.
   “We didn’t want to compete with 
other restaurants in the area,” Marz 
says. “We knew that for others, this 
was their only source of income 
and we wanted to be considerate 
towards our competitors.”
   Hampton Winds is the training 
ground for NCC’s Culinary Arts 
program. “Students in the second 
half of their studies run the facil-
ity under the guidance of skilled 
executive chefs,” Marz says. “Stu-
dents had to pause their program. 
No students meant no food being 
made and no people being served.”
   While it has been tough to re-
main closed, Marz and Winan 
have been trying to help students 
by giving out boxes of ingredi-
ents for practicing at home. The 
boxes, which included chicken, 
beans, rice, vegetables, flour and 
yeast, were donated to 15 stu-
dents between March and May.
  

  Culinary students have also kept 
up their studies by watching cook-
ing demos on Hampton Winds’ 
Facebook page and teaching their 
own lessons to high school stu-
dents.
   In addition, Hampton Winds and 
the NCC Theatre Department’s 
“Dinner & A Show” productions 
have moved to a virtual format. 
Patrons who reserve a “Dinner-
to-Go” can enjoy a meal at home 
alongside a livestreamed play.
   Winans and Marz are taking

many precautions to prepare for 
their anticipated reopening in 
summer 2021. Instead of leaving 
condiments such as ketchup and 
sugar on each table, the restaurant 
will purchase single serve packets. 
They are also working on a grab-
and-go, which will offer prepared 
meals like at a convenience store.
   Until then, in anticipation of a 
decrease in the rate of COVID-19 
cases, a small portion of Hampton 
Winds will be reopened this spring 
for culinary classes.

   “We are trying to navigate 
through the changes, as they come 
very quick and with short notice,” 
Winan says. 
   Although COVID-19 has been a 
tremendous bump in the road for 
Hampton Winds, they are prepared 
to come back stronger than ever. 
   “The New Hampton Winds 2.0!” 
Marz exclaims.

Learn more about NCC's
culinary program:
https://www.northampton.edu/culi-
nary-arts.htm

Hampton Winds. From NCC's website.
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Pineapple among topping royalty
at Palace Pizza

   A deep divide exists in the Unit-
ed States, caused by a hotly de-
bated question: does pineapple 
belong on pizza?
   Yes, says Palace Pizza Bar & 
Grill in Whitehall Township, 
which recommends its ham and 
pineapple pizza, known in the piz-
za world as a “Hawaiian.” It’s one 
of their best sellers. 
   Rosie Galluzzo’s father, Domi-
nick, opened Palace Pizza on Le-
high Street 35 years ago. Now, she 
is mostly running the family oper-
ation with her brother, Vinny. 
   Galluzzo says she loves pineap-
ple on pizza and that her restau-
rant offers several variations, 
including buffalo chicken and 
pineapple, and grilled chicken 
with pineapple. 
   “I think it’s good!” she says, 
with cheery approval. Galluzo’s 
kids, however, are split on the is-
sue. 
   Palace Pizza is known for its 
unique specialty pizzas, but re-
gardless of the topping, pizza 
sales plummeted when the pan-
demic began. 
   “In the beginning of the pan-
demic business wasn’t too great,” 
Galluzzo says. 
    While business has picked up, 
challenges remain. Galluzzo’s 
restaurant is not permitted to sell 
alcohol at their bar, only drinks to 

customers who dine in, as per 
statewide COVID-19 restric-
tions. Regulars used to stop in for 
a couple of beers and to watch a 
game on TV, but that source of 
income is gone for the moment.            
The number of customers dining 
in is also reduced, as booths in 
the restaurant were arranged to 
adhere to social distancing guide-
lines and maximum occupancy 
ordinances, currently set at 50% 
capacity for restaurants. Palace 
Pizza takes these restrictions se-
riously. 
   “You’ve got to follow your 
guidelines,” Galluzzo says. “It’s 
a lot of takeout still. We don’t get 
a lot of in-house.”
   Before the pandemic, Palace 
Pizza was dine-in and takeout 
only, but has since joined Grub-
Hub and DoorDash, third-party 
companies that offer contact-free 
delivery. 
   “That helped us out tremen-
dously,” she says. 
   Palace Pizza is a family-run 
“mom and pop shop,” although 
they do have a few valued em-
ployees, Galluzzo says. Early in 
the pandemic, when business was 
slow, some employees were tem-
porarily laid off.
   “It was scary for us,” she says. 
“These people have families. 
These people have bills.”
   Once Palace was permitted to 
reopen their dining area, Galluz-
zo says they were able to bring 
back some employees.

   Despite setbacks and obstacles, 
Galluzzo says she is thankful for 
the support of loyal customers 
throughout the pandemic. 
   “It’s nice to see that in the com-
munity.” she says. “We’re lucky 
to have that.” 
  One of those regulars is Tom 
Evans, a general contractor from 
Whitehall Township, who echoes 
the sentiment that Palace Pizza 
is a place where the community 
comes together.
   “It was the best spot in the world. 
They had really cheap beer and 
great pizza,” Evans says of his 
pre-pandemic, after-work haunt. 
   “They have these crazy top-
pings,” he enthuses. “They put 
pasta on a deep dish pizza.”
   The pierogi pizza, which comes 
with piergoies, a white cream 
sauce, mozzarella cheese and sau-
téed onions, is his favorite. “You 
can only eat one slice and you’re 
good,” he says. 
   Evans also loves pineapple on 
pizza, but says that’s a topping he 
usually only gets when he orders 
Pizza Hut after a rough night. At 
Palace Pizza, Evans opts for the 
specialty pies. 
   Out of caution, Evans hasn’t 
dined in at Palace during the pan-
demic, but does order takeout via 
curbside pickup. He orders a piz-
za once or twice a week, but says 
he’s eating a little less pizza, as 
he’s been less active during the 
pandemic and so he is more mind-
ful of his diet.

   Evan’s girlfriend is on a ketogen-
ic diet, which avoids flour and calls 
for a low-carbohydrate intake. She 
makes an almond-flour pizza that 
Evans says is pretty good, but even-
tually he needs a traditional pie and 
returns to Palace.    
   The appreciation Galluzzo has for 
her customers is mutual. 
   “Rosie is my favorite,” Evans 
says. “She’s the best. Whenever she 
comes in, she lights the place up.” 
   Galluzzo says she grew up at her 
parent’s restaurant and began help-
ing out when she was 12. Her fa-
ther still works at his restaurant, but 
soon she’ll be officially taking over 
the business with her brother. 
   On occasion, Galluzzo’s son, 
Evan, helps out at the family restau-
rant, but she says shes not rushing 
her kids into the working lifestyle.
   “When you figure things out and 
you need to start working, there’s 
no more break after that,” Galluzzo 
says with a laugh. It’s not uncom-
mon for Galluzzo to work 13-hour 
shifts. 
   Pizza.com reports that the U.S. 
eats 100 acres of pizza daily or 
about 350 slices per second. Nine-
ty-four percent of Americans say 
they eat pizza regularly. 
   Toppings aside, it seems that a 
love for pizza may be one of the 
few things almost all Americans 
can agree on. Perhaps unity is not a 
pie in the sky idea after all.  

Palace Pizza is located at 
3690 Lehigh St.  in 
Whitehall  Township,  PA 

By Chris Devlin

One of Palace Pizza's specialty pies. Photo by Galluzzo

Rosie and her dad, Dominick Galluzzo

http://www.ncccommuter.org 
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   An award-winning journalist em-
phasized the importance of truth in 
journalism during the Capitol Crash 
Course workshop in November. The 
webinars sought to teach Pennsyl-
vania journalism students about re-
porting on state government news.
   “We [journalists] have a higher 
obligation to report facts and not let 
misinformation get into the news 
wave now more than ever,” John 
Micek said.
   Micek is the editor-in-chief for the 
Pennsylvania nonprofit news site 
Capital-Star and has over 25 years 
of experience in the news industry. 
He spent six years as opinion editor 
at The Patriot-News and its website, 
PennLive, in Harrisburg. He also 
covered Pennsylvania government 
and politics for 13 years at The 
Morning Call in Allentown.
   “It is a faulty choice to assume all 
views are equally valuable and to 
be elevated,” he said. “There are no 
two sides to racism or Nazism and 

   “We do not need to give someone 
with odious views a bullhorn,” he 
said. “We will say that Trump is 
spreading misinformation on his 
Twitter feed, but we will not repeat 
it. That is the responsibility of a 
journalist.”
   “Journalists try to counterbal-
ance and fact check, but you are 
obligated to point out the truth 
in statements if it is obviously 
false,” 

Micek continued. “Everyone seems 
to think that their own set of facts 
are valid and that is not the case.”
   To voters, the 2020 presidential 
election campaigns hinged on the 
idea of discerning the truth from the 
lies, he said.   
“This, by far, was the strangest and 
most difficult campaign to cover, by 
virtue of personalities involved, by 
the split between party ideals and 
the challenges of the pandemic,” 
Micek said.
  The election campaign chal-
lenged journalists, but Micek said 
he believes “that some beliefs are 
bedrock, like, that not all facts are 
valid, especially during a heated 
campaign.”
   The main job of a journalist is to 
seek and present the truth, but it 
has also become a way to highlight 
other perspectives, he said. Micek 
wants to “elevate voices that are not 
heard as loudly.” 
   Although the world of journalism 
is evolving, Micek said he is driv-
en by an endless curiosity to pursue 
the facts and urges others to also 
seek out the truth in news.

the science of climate change is a 
settled matter; there is not another 
side to that.”
   Micek said it is a journalist’s re-
sponsibility to sift through the news 
and present the truth for readers. He 
believes this practice is even more 
crucial now due to the rise of fake 
news and lies from high-ranking 
politicians and officials.

By John Locascio

Responsibility, truth in journalism

Photo by Michael Guerrero from Pexels

http://www.ncccommuter.org
https://www.pexels.com/@michael-guerrero-3905957?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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The show will go on (your screen)
During the pandemic, theaters are

rewriting the script, but not closing the curtain. 

By Jared Larson
   The pandemic and quarantine re-
strictions have had debilitating ef-
fects on many sectors. Some may 
assume the arts are not the most 
critical industry, but they are im-
portant nonetheless, especially in 
hard times. One of the art forms 
that has been heavily impacted is 
the theater. How are theaters and 
theatergoers adapting to current re-
strictions such as social distancing?
   With the appeal of theater being 
the live performance and collective 
experience, bringing it to the pub-
lic during quarantine is the biggest 
issue. Many large theaters, like the 
Sight & Sound in Lancaster, are 
sticking with live performances—
albeit with Plexiglas dividers be-
tween seats, requiring masks and 
limiting capacity. However, most 
productions, including the theater 
department at NCC, are turning to 
virtual theater.
   Virtual theater, in which taped 
shows are streamed live or on de-
mand, has introduced the world 
to a vast library of performances. 
Countless theaters are putting their 

catalogs on the internet to stream. 
Some, like the National Theatre in 
London, are offering free streams 
of new and past plays—simply 
asking for a donation. Others, like 
PBS.org, charge a membership fee 
for access to thousands of hours of 
plays and theater-related content.   
   While nothing can replace the 
feeling of live theater, there is an 
immense but underappreciated ben-
efit to expanding online—exposure. 
In the virtual domain, theater affi-
cionados are now able to view in-
ternational and historical plays. For 
example, the Metropolitan Opera 
in New York City offers a catalog 
of worldwide performances from 
the ‘70s to now. Many productions 
are adding incentives to those ac-
cessing their digital work like cast 
interviews, behind the scenes clips 
and taped rehearsals. For those in-
terested in exploring all these op-
tions, broadwayworld.com has a 
streaming calendar exclusively for 
virtual theater. 
   Besides virtual theater, the restric-
tions have caused interesting alter-
native viewing options to flourish. 
Many productions have taken to

Photo by Brett Sayles (Pexels)

radio theater, that is, audio only per-
formances. And with a unique focus 
on scriptwriting, Play At Home was 
created by a collection of theaters 
with the goal of supporting artists 
and keeping the live experience 
alive. They do this by commission-
ing playwrights to create short plays 
that anyone can perform at home.
  So, if your annual holiday plays 
are canceled or you want to dis-
cover a new medium, now is your 
chance to view performances from 
New York, Chicago, London or 
right here at NCC from home! You 

can do so for a fraction of the price 
of a ticket while supporting an art 
form that, like the rest of the coun-
try, is persevering and adapting to 
these times.  

   If you would like to experience 
theater with the personal NCC feel, 
visit ncctix.org. Here you can find 
the 2020-21 calendar of produc-
tions, ticket information, and social 
media/contact information. Stu-
dents with a valid NCC ID can at-
tend free of charge.

http://www.ncccommuter.org 
http://broadwayworld.com
https://www.pexels.com/@brett-sayles?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
http://ncctix.org
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   To inspire a little holiday cheer, The 
Commuter staff has compiled a list 
of our favorite holiday movies and 
television specials. We share the rea-
sons why they are special to us and a 
few fun facts about each one. May-
be you’ve seen some already, but in 
our opinion, they’re all worth another 
watch!

   Editor Chris Devlin has chosen the 
“It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia” 
Christmas special, “A Very Sunny 
Christmas.”

   “When I was living in New Orleans, 
I used to watch this to get into the spirit 
before heading home to Pennsylvania 
to spend the holidays with my fami-
ly,” Devlin says. Now, he says, it’s a 
family favorite and holiday staple. 
The special contains a rendition of “O 
Holy Night,’” one of Devlin’s favorite 
Christmas songs, sung by “the gang.”
  “A Very Sunny Christmas” was re-
leased in 2009 and stars the regular 
Sunny cast: Charlie Day as Charlie 
Kelly, Glenn Howerton as Dennis 
Reynolds, Rob McElhenney as Mac, 
Kaitlin Olson as Sweet Dee Reynolds 
and Danny Devito as Frank Reynolds. 
   In what is one of the series’ more 
graphic episodes, Dennis and Dee try 
to get back at their awful father Frank, 
“A Christmas Carol” style, for constantly

   Web editor Mara Fernandez’s choice 
is “Mickey’s Once Upon A Christmas.” 

   Fernandez and her kids watch this 
movie every year during the holidays. 
She says it helps teach the value of 
Christmas and that it’s not all about the 
gifts. “It’s about coming together as a 
family, which is a very special lesson 
to show children. I think it’s very im-
portant for them to know,” Fernandez 
says.
   This anthology film was released 
in 1999 and stars Kelsey Grammer 
as the narrator, Wayne Allwine as the 
voice of Mickey Mouse, Russi Tay-
lor as the voice of Minnie Mouse and 
Donald Duck’s nephews Huey, Dewey 
and Louie, and Tony Anselmo as the 
voice of Donald Duck. It consists of 
three heartwarming Christmas-themed 
stories, linked together by Grammer’s 
narration. It was nominated for an An-
nie for Outstanding Achievement in an 
Animated Home Video Production and 
a Golden Reel Award for Best Sound 
Editing. 
   Some fun facts about this special: 
The department store Minnie works 
at is named Mortimer’s, which is the 
name Walt Disney originally intended 
to give to his mascot Mickey Mouse. 
Mortimer Mouse, Minnie’s boss, first 
appeared in the 1936 cartoon, “Mick-
ey’s Rival.” 

   Associate editor Jesus Zaldivar’s fa-
vorite holiday film is, “Willy Wonka & 
The Chocolate Factory.” 

   While not typically considered a 
movie of the holiday genre, the rea-
son behind Zaldivar’s choice is quite 
sweet — no pun intended! He and his 
daughter used to watch it every year at 
Christmastime and so, for Zaldivar, the 
Chocolate Factory is filled with holi-
day cheer.
   “Willy Wonka & The Chocolate Fac-
tory” is about a boy named Charlie 
who becomes one of five kids around 
the world to find a golden ticket to visit 
Willy Wonka’s factory. It was released 
in 1971 and stars Gene Wilder as Wil-
ly Wonka, Jack Albertson as Grandpa 
Joe and Peter Ostrum as Charlie. It was 
nominated for an Academy Award for 
Best Music in 1972 and Gene Wilder 
was nominated for Best Actor in a Mo-
tion Picture – Comedy or Musical in 
the 1972 Golden Globes.  
   Fun facts about this film: When Won-
ka’s visitors first step into the Candy 
Gardens, we see the actors’ genuine 
reactions, as they were seeing the set 
for the first time. After reading the 
script, Gene Wilder said that he would 
take the role of Willy Wonka under the 
condition that he be allowed to limp, 
then suddenly somersault in his first 
scene. When asked why, Wilder re-
plied, “From that time on, no one will 
know if I’m lying or telling the truth.” 
Wilder’s performance was so convinc-
ing that he frightened some of the other 
actors during the boat scene because 
they thought Wilder was actually going 
mad from being in the tunnel.

   Copy editor Brianna McFarland’s 
choice is “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.” 

   “I love the stop-motion animation 
and the characters are so charming! I 
especially have a soft spot for the Mis-
fit Toys,” McFarland says. 
   This timeless classic was released 
in 1964 and stars Billie Mae Richards 
as the voice of Rudolph, Paul Soles as 
the voice of Hermey the Elf, Larry D. 
Mann as the voice of Yukon Cornelius 
and Burl Ives as the voice of Sam the 
Snowman.         
   It tells the story of a reindeer named 
Rudolph, who was born with a red 
nose. The other reindeer teased Ru-
dolph for his appearance, but he earns 
their respect after helping Santa deliver 

Reporter John Locascio’s favorite 
Christmas movie is “Elf.” 

   “I love the movie’s wacky and whim-
sical nature. I enjoy watching it every 
year with my family, as it will always 
provide some good laughs and get me 
into the Christmas spirit,” Locascio 
says.  
   “Elf” was released in 2003 and stars 
Will Ferrell, in his first leading role, as 
Buddy, James Caan as Buddy’s father 
Walter and Bob Newhart as Papa Elf. 
“Elf” tells the story of Buddy, a human 
who grew up in the North Pole and be-
lieves he is a Christmas elf. Buddy em-
barks on a journey to New York City to 
find his biological father. 
   This movie won an ASCAP Award 
for Top Box Office Film and a Gold-
en Trailer Award for Best Comedy in 
2004. It was nominated for seven other 
awards. 
   Some fun facts about this film: The 
design for Santa’s workshop, the elf 
uniforms and animals are inspired by 
the aforementioned “Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer” animated film. “Elf” 
features several notable cameos, in-
cluding “Game of Thrones” star Peter 
Dinklage as Miles Finch and John Fa-
vreau, the film’s director, as Buddy’s 
doctor.

Getting into the spirit
with The Commuter staff’s favorite holiday films

By Cade O'Connell

   Commuter advisor Robert Hays’ fa-
vorite is the 1951 version of “A Christ-
mas Carol.” 

   While Hays is a fan of all versions of 
the Dickens classic, he likes this ver-
sion starring Alistair Sim best. “Per-
haps because it was in black and white, 
it has this vintage authenticity and, in 
the end, such a radiant charm in its tale 
of reclamation and redemption of a lost 
soul,” Hays says.
   Other notable actors in this version 
are Kathleen Harrison as Mrs. Dibler 
and Mervyn Jones as Bob Cratchit. 
   A Christmas Carol is, of course, the 
story of a grouchy old stickler named 
Ebenezer Scrooge, who is visited by 
the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present 
and Future. Scrooge learns to feel com-
passion and in the end understands the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
   One notable deviation the 1951 ver-
sion makes from the original story was 
reversing the birth order of Scrooge 
and his sister, to add that Scrooge’s 
mother died in labor with him. This 
version also omits the famous Scrooge 
line, "If I could work my will, every id-
iot who goes about with 'Merry Christ-
mas' on his lips should be boiled in his 
own pudding and buried with a stake of 
holly through his heart."
   There are many classic versions of 
this story, each with its own appeal. 
A runner-up for Hays is “Scrooge” 
(1970), a musical adaptation starring 
Albert Finney, which Hays calls “ex-
uberant.”

ruining Christmas when they were 
kids; while Charlie and Mac learn the 
shocking truth about their childhood 
Christmas traditions. 
   Some trivia: While filming this spe-
cial, Charlie Day injured his back and 
bruised a couple of ribs during the 
snow machine scene. And if you look 
closely, you’ll see, “Back to the Fu-
ture” star Christopher Lloyd as one of 
the many “Santas” that visited Charlie 
when he was a kid, although Lloyd is 
not credited. 

Christmas gifts during a blizzard.
   Some fun trivia: In the original ver-
sion, Rudolph and his friends promise 
to help the Misfit Toys, but they are 
never mentioned again after Rudolph 
leaves. After it was shown, the pro-
ducers were bombarded with letters 
from children with concerns about the 
Misfits Toys. In response, Rankin-Bass 
produced a new short scene at the end 
of the special, in which Santa goes to 
the Island of Misfits Toys to pick them 
up and find homes for them. That scene 
would become part of the standard ver-
sion shown during the holidays.

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay

   “Elf” is also my favorite Christmas 
movie. It never fails to make me laugh 
or to put me in the Christmas spirit. My 
family watches it every year as we set 
up the tree. For me, “Elf” is the film 
that kicks off the Christmas season.

   This year, the holidays will be differ-
ent, but we can still enjoy our favorite 
holiday films. We hope this list gives 
you a few ideas for what to watch to 
get into the spirit. 

What are your favorite holiday 
films? Tell us on Twitter. 

http://www.ncccommuter.org
https://pixabay.com/users/geralt-9301/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2326079
https://twitter.com/NCC_Commuter
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Mara's
Mom

Moments
   The holiday season is here! As 
soon as November rolled in, there 
I was at the Dollar Store using my 
creative mind to turn my home into 
a winter wonderland -- on a budget! 
For less than $20 I was able to get 
lights, Christmas placemats, red 
and green pot holders and little fig-
urines for the Christmas tree. This 
year I put my tree up a little early to 
help bring in some Christmas cheer. 
   As a mom, the holidays always 
bring an array of emotions, espe-
cially this year. One of the things 
I feel is anxiety. Anxiety can man-
ifest itself in different ways: being 
unable to sleep, having no appetite 
or eating everything in the fridge.
   I’ve also had my fair share of pan-
ic attacks and they are definitely not 
fun. One thing I've learned to do is 
to talk myself through a panic at-
tack. I tell myself that the attack is 
temporary and that I don’t need to 
do anything else. No need to panic 
about a panic attack, right? 
   A lot of times, we stress about 
the future, worrying about things 
that may never happen. 

When this happens, you have to 
make an effort to stay in the "now" 
and refrain from letting worry about 
the future consume your thoughts. 
Worrying about the future prevents 
you from living in the now. Don't 
forget, the present is a gift! 
    It's all about developing a posi-
tive thought process. Remember to 
feel grateful for what you have and 
keep in mind that many people are 
struggling during this extra difficult 
year. 
   My kids and I felt it was important 
to do our part to help make some-
one’s holiday season a little better. 
We decided to donate toys to the 
Goodwill Store and Donation Cen-
ter. My oldest daughter, Alley’anna 
said, “I have lots of toys that I don’t 
play with anymore, but can be fun 
for other kids that can’t get any.” 
   My grandparents always loved 
going to the Goodwill Store for 
cheap appliances when I was a kid, 
so it was great to relive those happy 
memories with my own children. 
If you are interested in donating as 
well, the Goodwill in Bethlehem is 
accepting donations at the rear of 
the building during normal store 
hours.

Another fun way to bring holiday 
cheer to the community is with 
NCC’s “Elder Angel” gift drive, 
which is collecting gifts for resi-
dents of Gracedale Nursing Home 
in Nazareth. During the pandemic, 
our elders are at an increased risk 
for contracting COVID-19 and 
must be extra careful, which means 
more time alone. 
   To be an “Elder Angel,” take 
an angel from the tree located in 
NCC’s lobby and then bring back 
an item to donate. Donate new, un-
opened items like Word Search and 
coloring books, crayons, pencils, 
change purses, wallets, slippers, 
combs body spray, skin moisturiz-
er and sweat pants and sweat shirts. 
The “Elder Angel” gift drive will 
accept donations until Dec. 15. For 
more information, call the Health-
care Education department at 610-
332-6585 or email healthcare@
northampton.edu

   I hope this column helps to make 
your season bright. Have a safe and 
happy holiday season!

See you next time on Mara's Mom 
Moments! 

By Mara Fernandez

MAKE YOUR MARK.  
TRANSFER TO USCIENCES.

PROVEN VALUE.  
ON CAMPUS AND ONLINE.

The world needs professionals in healthcare and science. 
And USciences graduates prove themselves in rewarding, 
in-demand careers:

#1 in PA, NJ, DE and Top 10 in U.S.  
for Return on Investment 
(A First Try at ROI: Ranking 4,500 Colleges, Georgetown University, 2019)

With lower, simplified tuition, a USciences degree  
is also a proven investment.

Speak with your advisor or contact us at  
transfer@usciences.edu or 888-996-8747.

Transfer webinar: Dec. 1: USciences.edu/TransferWebinar
Can’t make it? Transfer Tips: USciences.edu/TransferTips

(Holiday edition)

http://www.ncccommuter.org 


9www.ncccommuter.org Student Spotlight

   The honors keep pouring in for 
one Northampton Community Col-
lege student who aspires to work 
in biotechnology and genetic en-
gineering. Sthephanil Salazar, 32, 
earned the ESSA Bank and Trust 
Foundation Annual Scholarship, 
which will enable her to continue 
her studies while working full-time, 
and keep sending money to her par-
ents and twelve-year-old son, Jordi, 
in Guatemala. 
   “I was excited because it was very 
hard for me when I first started,” 
Salazar said, “I’m very grateful for 
the opportunity. It inspires me.” 
   Salazar enrolled at NCC just be-
fore the pandemic forced her to 
adapt to virtual learning for her-
self and her six-year old daughter, 
Victoria, said her advisor, Cather-
ine Kehler. Salazar overcame the 
COVID-related challenges to earn a 
place on the Dean’s List and a 3.92 
grade point average. 
   In addition, she was October’s 
employee of the month at Premi-
um Waters, Allentown, where she 
works as a microtechnician analyz-
ing samples for such contaminants 
as E.coli, yeast, and mold. She 
earned the honor for writing fif-
teen sets of standard operating pro-
cedures when asked to write only 
three, said her supervisor, Johna-
than Wilson, quality assurance and 
food safety manager. Wilson said 
he hired Salazar ten months ago for 
her drive, confidence, emotional in-
telligence and passion for reading 
scientific journals.  
   Salazar brings the same heart 
and determination to her academic 
work.  
   “She’s very empathetic. She’s also 
very engaged in what she’s doing, 
which is very pleasant as a teacher,”

They don’t even know their names. 
It alienates you,” said Salazar. She 
keeps in touch with family and 
friends in Guatemala through video 
chats but had to cancel this year’s 
planned visit due to the pandemic. 
   Soon after arriving in the U.S., 
Salazar found work babysitting 
her sister’s friends’ children before 
moving to Allentown in 2013 to 
live closer to her aunt.  After receiv-
ing her green card, she worked as 
a housekeeper and later accepted a 
position in a department that built 
chassis for Mack Trucks. Her cur-
rent job testing water quality close-
ly aligns with her lifelong goal of 
helping society through science. 
   After completing her general 
education requirements at NCC, 
Salazar plans to transfer to Cedar 
Crest College, Allentown, to pur-
sue a bachelor’s degree in genetic 
engineering and biotechnology. She 
hopes to work in a laboratory de-
veloping innovative medical treat-
ments. 
   “You can create new medicine and 
help people,” Salazar said.  
   A desire to surround herself with 
others who share her passion for 
helping motivated Salazar to run in 
the first race hosted by the nonprofit 
Clean Water Kenya to raise money 
to deliver filters to the Masai peo-
ple, who often rely on standing wa-
ter for drinking. She arranged for 
her employer to donate 200 cases of 
water to the event and plans to par-
ticipate again next year. 
   Salazar’s achievements and com-
passion stem from her commitment 
to learning from adversity and hav-
ing faith that tenacity will lead to 
her improving the world, she said. 
   “This is my philosophy: do what 
you can with what you have where 
you are,” Salazar said. 

she naturally mastered the language 
through immersion.  
   “It’s like a switch that you just 
turn on,” Salazar said. 
   Salazar had started college in Gua-
temala but left her studies when she 
became a single mother to her son, 
Jordi, now 12.  In 2010, she joined 
her sister in Florida and found 
American life isolating despite her 
developing conversational ability.  
“People here don’t talk to their neighbors. 

said NCC English professor Mi-
chelle Blease, whom Salazar credits 
with teaching her how to write con-
fidently even in a second language. 
   Knowing no English, Salazar 
immigrated to the U.S. from Gua-
temala ten years ago. She learned 
to speak fluently using a bilingual 
dictionary to help her decipher the 
words in books written for native 
speakers. Watching subtitled anglo-
phone movies sped her progress and 

By Sharlee Dimenichi

Honors keep pouring in 
for NCC student, Sthephanil Salazar

Photo of Salazar, courtesy of NCC

http://www.ncccommuter.org

