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Aug. 30 marked the beginning of the Fall 2021 semester at NCC. The college has fully reopened and the parking lots at Main Campus are once again filled with cars.
Photo by Commuter staff.

NCC President Mark Erickson announces 2022 retirement
By Jared Larson

NCC President Dr. Mark Erickson. 

   NCC president, Dr. Mark Erickson, an-
nounced that he will retire in summer 2022, 
ending a decade of heading the college.
   Erickson has over 40 years of experience 
in higher education and nearly 17 years as a 
college president. He promotes inclusivity, 
student success and community at NCC. 
   “We want, at Northampton, for you to 
be authentically yourself here, and honored 
and celebrated for being that person,” Er-
ickson said in an interview with The Com-
muter in June 2020.
  NCC Magazine published an article chron-
icling the college’s achievements during 
Erickson’s tenure, including: 
   In 2014, the college received its largest 
grant, $10 million from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, to enhance training in health 
care, manufacturing and transportion.     
   In 2019, NCC was the only college in 
America to receive a Green Power Lead-
ership Award from the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. That year Monroe Campus 
was designated a “Zero Energy Campus” 
by the U.S. Department of Energy.  
   In 2020, 97% of NCC graduates were 
continuing their education or in a career. In 
2021, NCC’s endowment increased 250% 
from 2012. 
   Erickson earned a bachelor’s degree in 
American history from Princeton University, 

master’s degree in education from Harvard 
University and a doctorate in educational 
leadership from Lehigh University. 
   Before acting as NCC’s president, Erick-
son was president of Wittenberg University 
in Ohio. During his career, he has also held 
positions on national, regional and local 
boards: Founding committee member of 
the Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Educa-
tion and Immigration, chair of Pennsylva-
nia Commission for Community Colleges, 
board member and former chair of Com-
munity Colleges for International Develop-
ment and chair of the Lehigh Valley Educa-
tion Talent Supply Council. 
   Erickson also serves on the boards of the 
Lehigh Valley Partnership, the Workforce 
Board Lehigh Valley, Campus Compact of 
New York & Pennsylvania and the Lehigh 
Valley Community Foundation Board of 
Associates.
   “Of all the institutions I have had the plea-
sure of working at, NCC is the place that 
has touched me the most, becoming an in-
tegral part of the fabric of my life,” he said 
in an email to staff. 
  The decision was made to give NCC’s 
board time to search for Erickson’s suc-
cessor. During this search, Erickson said 
he will ‘bring the same focus, energy and 
commitment to these next 11 months as I 
have brought to my first nine years.’” 
 

http://www.ncccommuter.org
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The effects of COVID-19 on colleges reopening
By Jared Larson

   Colleges, students and facul-
ty have experienced challenges in 
adapting to the dictatorial coronavi-
rus. Trialing the old ways of in-per-
son classes, the Fall 2021 semester 
is supposed to mark a transition. 
However, the impact of the corona-
virus on this semester is yet to be 
seen.
    In Spring 2020, 100% of NCC 
classes were moved online. On-cam-
pus classes were reintegrated over 
the next semesters: 20% in Fall ’20 
and 30% in Spring ’21. Over half 
of classes are being offered on-cam-
pus for Fall ’21, Bradley Drexler, 
Executive Director of Marketing & 
Communications reported.
   In the fall of '20, the Community 
College Research Center conducted 
a survey of 25,000 households with 
a member who was a prospective or 
current community college student.
   More than 40% reported cancel-
ing their community college plans, 
with an additional 15% stating they 
were reducing their enrollment or 
switching programs. Of the Penn-
sylvania respondents, 48% reported 
canceling their community college 
plans. 
   NCC reported 8,951 enrolled 
students for Fall ’20 compared to 
9,799 enrolled students for Fall ’19.
   “I've noticed that my Zoom class-
es have far fewer students enrolled 
than last semester. What I've seen 
by looking through registration 
numbers is that fully online and 
hybrid classes seem to be what stu-
dents are most desiring right now,” 
said Michael Pogach, an English 
professor at NCC. 
   “I think Zoom fatigue has a lot to 

do with this,” he said. 
   With public colleges’ operating 
costs largely relying on tuition and 
fees from students, lower enroll-
ment results in decreased revenues. 
This affects quality and breadth of 
education offered at colleges. 
   Two-year and certificate programs 
prepare students for technical, vital 
jobs such as building trades, trans-
portation technology and nursing. 
Enrollment in community colleges 
and vocational schools is lower 
than it is for four-year institutions. 
Such lower enrollment affects long-
term employment and the economy.
   Variant strains of COVID-19 and 

increasing cases are looming over 
the reopening of colleges across the 
country. 
   Out of 47 Pennsylvania colleges 
that are requiring the COVID-19 
vaccination (3 public, 44 private), 
30 require both students and em-
ployees to be vaccinated while 17 
colleges only require students to be 
vaccinated—according to data from 
the Chronicle of the Higher Educa-
tion.
   Nationwide, colleges are rethink-
ing their reopening plans. Some are 
delaying in-person classes, biding 
time for students and staff to get 
vaccinated.  

   “I'm cautiously optimistic about 
returning. I'm happy that NCC is re-
quiring masks, though I think extra 
care should still be placed on dis-
tancing,” Pogach said. 
   With enrollment data being final-
ized in October, it’s still too early to 
determine the impact of the corona-
virus on NCC’s reopening semester.      
   The mental health of students and 
staff, retention, academic growth, 
and transfer and completion rates 
are all still under the virus’ grasp. 

The doors are open at NCC. Photo by Commuter staff

Contact the author:
jared.larson@student.northampton.edu

You can find a vaccine appointment here.

mailto:jared.larson@student.northampton.edu
https://www.vaccines.gov/
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By Chris Devlin

   As a deadly and mysterious virus 
swept across the globe, most of the 
NCC community sought refuge in re-
mote work and virtual learning, but 
custodial staff supervisor Jeff Kapcsos 
and his crew carried on.
   “You can’t clean somebody’s office 
from a computer,” says Kapcsos, who 
has worked with NCC’s custodial staff 
for close to 24 years.
   In that time, he’s explored every 
corner of NCC’s sprawling facilities, 
from the basements to the rooftops and 
“rooms inside of rooms that nobody 
ever knows about,” but the pandemic 
introduced uncharted territory to his 
familiar work.
   “It was a challenge at first trying to 
figure out what we needed to do and 
when we needed to do it,” Kapcsos 
says.
   In May and June 2020, Kapcsos and 
his fellow custodial staff supervisors at 
NCC participated in a “train the train-
ers” program for COVID-19 sanitation 
practices recommended by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
and the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health. 
   The supervisors were certified to train 
their respective staffs with the new pro-
tocol, which included a slew of addi-
tional procedures, safety measures and 
the use of special cleaning supplies. 
   Early in the pandemic, Kapcsos says 
he received many emails from faculty 
requesting their spaces to be extra clean. 
Despite fewer people being on campus, 
custodians faced a larger workload and 
they went to great lengths to eliminate 
any possible contamination. 
   “Even though they only had 25% of 
the work to do, it took them longer to 
do that work because of extra steps,” 
Kapcsos explains. 
   In the uncertain early phase of the 
pandemic, surface transmission of the 
virus was a greater concern. Previous-
ly, custodians would vacuum the floor 
of a solitary office or infrequently-used 
room and empty the waste basket; new 
protocol called for every surface to be 
sanitized with cleaning products capa-
ble of killing coronavirus.
   Before, custodians emptied each 
room’s waste basket into a larger, roll-
ing trash can – leaving bags to be re-
used. The new method called for each 
bag to be discarded individually, tied 
with a special “gooseneck” knot to 
prevent the release of potentially haz-
ardous particulates. Even dust mops 
were covered with plastic bags during 
transport between rooms. 
   The custodial staff also implement-
ed the use of extra personal protective 
equipment - nitrile gloves, goggles, face 
shields, surgical and N-95 masks, aprons, 
scrub pants and shoe coverings that were 
frequently replaced. Getting dressed in 
this veritable suit of armor also required 
a considerable amount of time.

years, but other new employees have 
entered his office in tears within an 
hour of starting, unable to handle the 
job.
   Besides the physical labor, many pro-
spective employees would find diffi-
cultly maintaining the nocturnal sched-
ule. Kapcsos’ typical shift starts at 8 
p.m. and ends between 1 and 4 a.m., 
depending on the night’s work.

   “Your body and your mind are used 
to sleeping at night, no matter how long 
you’ve been doing it,” he says. “You 
learn how to deal with it, but your body 
doesn’t get used to it.”
   Kapcsos endured and was promot-
ed to crew leader. After seven years, 
he became supervisor and initially 
was responsible for all NCC locations 
and over 50 employees. When Mon-
roe Campus expanded, it hired its own 
custodial staff. Later, separate crews 
were enlisted to clean the dorms and 
the Fowler Center. 

   “We wanted to make sure that every-
body was safe and we wanted to make 
sure the custodial staff felt safe, that 
we weren’t putting them in danger,” 
Kapcsos says. 
   “With all being said and never need-
ing to go through something like this, 
I think it fell in place pretty well,” he 
says, calling the staff’s pandemic re-
sponse a “team effort.”
   

   Despite the extra work, some custo-
dians did initially experience reduced 
hours. They helped one another main-
tain employment by rotating shifts. 
Some custodians were furloughed with 
pay for several months and a few went 
on unemployment, but no one quit be-
cause of the pandemic, Kapcsos says. 
   “They all stuck in there. They all took 
special training. They did step up and 
hang in there over COVID,” he says.
   Even in normal times, not everyone is 
cut out for Kapcsos’ line of work.
   Kapcsos has part-time employees 
who have been with the crew for 20 

   Now, Kapcsos oversees Main Cam-
pus with 25 part-time and six full-time 
employees. Before the custodial staff 
expanded, he was needed in too many 
places at once. 
   One night about 8 years ago, he got a 
call from an employee who was locked 
in a room at the Fowler Center. Kapc-
sos was at Monroe Campus and unable 
to provide immediate assistance. The 
trapped custodian kicked through 

the door’s ventilation plate to make his 
escape. 
   Kapcsos says he doesn’t get spooked 
being alone at night in the college’s 
cavernous buildings, but crew mem-
bers have called him in a panic, startled 
by noises, believing that a trespasser 
was in the building. He checks on them 
and, so far, it’s always been a false 
alarm, usually just an air conditioner 
kicking on, he says.
  Occasionally, unexpected incidents 
do occur, disrupting the custodians’ 
regular work.
(Continued on Page 5)

There is no NCC without 
the Night Crew Captain

Jeff Kapcsos has led his staff through the pandemic to help keep the NCC community safe 

Jeff Kapcsos is facilities manager of building services and recycling specialist at NCC.
(Photo courtesy of NCC custodial staff)

 “You can’t clean somebody’s office from a computer.”
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          (Continued from Page 4)
   Kapcsos estimates that he has ex-
perienced 100 water pipe breaks. The 
college has a maintenance crew, but 
when those breaks happen at night, it’s 
up to the custodians to track down and 
resolve the issue, doing their best to 
mitigate damage. 
   “We get our share of natural mis-
haps,” he says. 
   Kapcsos has witnessed many changes 
at NCC, including new locations and 
renovations. When he started, before 
Main Campus was updated, the cus-
todians jokingly referred to it as “The 
Rock.”
   “That’s what it looked like before 
they remodeled, you know?” he says.
   Kapcsos moved to the Lehigh Valley 
from Johnstown, Pennsylvania in 1989 
with his wife Kathy, who was first of 
the spouses to be employed by NCC. 
She became director of institutional re-
search and retired after 28 years with 
the college. She still teaches College 
Success online. 
   Before joining the custodial staff at 
NCC, Mr. Kapcsos worked at a plumb-
ing warehouse. The high cost of child 
care led him to reconsider his work 
schedule.
   “Day care was killing us,” he says.
  Once he started working nights, 
Kapcsos was free to look after his kids 
during the day. His family also took 
advantage of the child care services on 
campus.
   “My kids grew up there,” he says. 
   All four of Kapcsos’ kids attended 
Reibman Hall Children’s Center on 
Main Campus. Later, they participat-
ed in the Horizons for Youth program 
and worked as dishwashers at Hamp-
ton Winds. Three of the siblings earned 
diplomas at NCC.  
   Kapcsos says the nighttime employ-
ment continues to work for him. He 
also works part time at Theis/Cornfeld 
Recycling Center on Illick's Mill Road 
during the day, typically from 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. His work schedule does not pre-
vent him from pursuing other goals. 
   On August 11, Jeff and Kathy Kapc-
sos reached the milestone of going on a 
run for 1900 consecutive days.
   “That’s over five years that we’ve run 
every day without missing a day,” he 
says.
   The Kapcsoses have completed 5Ks, 
10Ks and half-marathons, and plan to 
run their first full marathon, the Phila-
delphia Marathon, in November. 
   His routine does catch up with him.
   “ … football games or something on 
at night, or try to sit down and watch a 
movie, and I’m out,” he says.
   When on vacation, Kapcsos says 
he’ll sleep well for the first two or three 
nights, but after that, he finds himself 
lying awake, “looking at the ceiling,” 
he says. “I’m sure whenever I retire 
it’ll probably take me a good year to 
get back into the habit of sleeping at 
night and being up during the day.” 
   With NCC campuses fully reopened 
for the Fall semester and the COVID-19 
pandemic still raging, Mr. Kapcsos has 
his work cut out for him. 
   On a hot summer afternoon with just 
a few hours before another shift begins, 
Kapcsos will take a moment to relax in 
his pool.
   “I’ll probably go hop on a float and 
just take a nap,” he says. Jeff Kapcsos is ready for action, donning his full COVID-19 protective gear. 

Photo courtesy of NCC custodial staff. 
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Masks on at NCC

Masked students walk through the quad at Main Campus on opening day. Photo by Commuter staff. 

By Jared Larson

   While continuing to offer a va-
riety of learning modes, NCC has 
fully reopened in-person classes for 
the fall semester; although it’s not 
a complete return to pre-pandemic 
normalcy. 
   Due to increasing COVID-19 
cases, the Infectious Disease Task 
Force decided that all individuals, 
regardless of vaccination status, 
must wear masks in NCC buildings. 
  The NCC COVID-19 Report-
ing Dashboard tracks all cases of 
COVID-19 on NCC campuses. The 
dashboard shows 14 active cases of 
COVID-19 on campus as of Sept. 8; 
252 since the start of the pandemic.
   People that test positive for or 
have symptoms of COVID-19 are 
required to isolate for a minimum 
of 10 days. 
   Waiting 10 days after symptoms 
first appear, 24 hours with no fe-
ver, improvement of symptoms or 
a negative test result are all criteria 
for the clearing of infected individ-
uals to return to campus.     
   Vaccinated individuals are not re-
quired to isolate after coming into 
contact with a positive case unless 
they exhibit symptoms. Although, 
vaccinated individuals are encour-
aged to get tested three to five days 

after contacting a positive case. 
   The NCC Health Center says it 
also conducts “contact tracing” 
when an active case is found. Con-
tact tracing is a public health inves-
tigation that attempts to combat the 
spread that the active case may have 
caused. 
   A “contact” is defined as, “anyone 
who was within 6 feet or less of the 
positive individual for longer than 
a 15-minute period,” according to 
info found on the dashboard. The 
Health Center says it will speak to 
any contacts to determine if any fur-
ther action is needed. 
   Besides masks, NCC will attempt 
to combat the spread of COVID-19 
by requiring unvaccinated people to 
complete health checks before vis-
iting campus. The health check is 
an online questionnaire, seen here: 
https://www.northampton.edu/
coronavirus/health-check-test.htm. 
  As of Sept. 5, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s 
COVID Data Tracker reports that 
Northampton, Lehigh and Monroe 
counties are all high-risk transmis-
sion areas.  
   While vaccines may not prevent 
transmission of the virus 100% of 
the time, they are shown to be high-
ly effective in preventing death and 
hospitalization.

https://www.northampton.edu/coronavirus/covid-19-dashboard.htm
https://www.northampton.edu/coronavirus/covid-19-dashboard.htm
https://www.northampton.edu/coronavirus/health-check-test.htm. 
https://www.northampton.edu/coronavirus/health-check-test.htm. 
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  By NCC Athletics 
Department

 
   Head coach of Men's Soccer at 
NCC Mario Barrantes has released 
the Spartans 2021 schedule, which 
includes a match against the 2020 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association national runners-up, 
Camden County College in New 
Jersey on Sept.16. 
   The Spartans, who did not com-
pete in 2020, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, will open the 2021 sea-
son on Sept. 14 when they travel 

to Toms River, New Jersey to face 
Ocean County College. 
 Following the Camden match, 
the Spartans will open their home 
season with a match against East-
ern Pennsylvania Athletic Confer-
ence rivals Montgomery County 
Community College on Sept. 21.  
Northampton and the Mustangs 
have had some classic matches over 
the years, with the all-time season 
series tied at 10-10-2. 
  On Saturday, Sept. 25, the Spar-
tans will once again challenge 
themselves on the road, traveling to 

Sewell, New Jersey to face Rowan 
College of South Jersey. 
  The Spartans will then host four 
straight matches, starting with Del-
aware County on Sept. 28, Central 
Penn College on Sept. 30, Raritan 
Valley on Oct. 2 and Salem Com-
munity College on Oct. 7. 
  Coach Barrantes and his team then 
hit the road for three straight con-
tests, traveling to former NJCAA 
foe, Bucks County Community 
College on Oct. 9, Montgomery on 
Oct.12 and Delaware County on 
Oct.14. 

  The Spartans will end the regular 
season on Saturday, Oct.16 when 
they host Middlesex College at 1 
p.m. 
  Postseason play is scheduled to 
open on Saturday, Oct. 23. 
   Fans are reminded to check www.
nccspartans.com on a daily basis for 
schedule changes or COVID-relat-
ed updates. 

Link to original publication.

Head Coach Mario Barrantes Announces 2021 Men's Soccer Schedule

http://www.nccspartans.com
http://www.nccspartans.com
https://www.nccspartans.com/news/2021/8/27/head-coach-mario-barrantes-announces-2021-mens-soccer-schedule.aspx
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The remnants of Hurricane Ida 
cause floods in the Lehigh Valley

Bethlehem's Colonial Industrial Quarter was completely flooded. 
(Jeff Reidy)

The parking lot at Sand Island Park in Bethlehem was flooded as well.
(Jeff Reidy)

Several cars got stuck in the flood water on Route 611 in Easton.
(Taiba Sultana)

Authorities deal with cars stuck in flood waters on Route 611 in Easton.
(Taiba Sultana)

Monocacy Creek floods beyond the train tracks along Santee Mill Road in 
Bethlehem Township. (Dante Quarato) 

A large tree fell in Nazareth Borough Park. 
(Chris Devlin)
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Water rushes through a gazebo at Monocacy Creek Park. (Chris Devlin)

The Monocacy Creek floods into a gazebo. (Chris Devlin) Jordan Creek floods into North Jute Street in Allentown. (Chris Devlin)

The Monocacy Creek exceeds its banks at Monocacy Creek Park in Bethlehem. 
(Chris Devlin)

A fallen tree blocks the road in Zionsville. (Chris Devlin) 

A massive tree fell across Macada Road in Hanover Township. (Brigid Tray)

Flood waters pass the gates at Monocacy Meadow. (Gregory Dante)
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Do secret societies control the world?
By Jesus Zaldivar 

   The Italian sounding word Illumi-
nati keeps appearing in the media. 
Take the music industry for exam-
ple: back in 2013, the word Illumi-
nati was present in 33 song lyrics. 
In 2014, Madonna released the 
song “Illuminati.” Three years later, 
Beyonce sang, “Y’all haters corny 
with that Illuminati mess” (Lyrics 
from “Formation”). 

What is Illuminati?
   Centuries ago, the secret society 
Illuminati existed for about a de-
cade in Germany. At that time, the 
name of the country was Holy Ro-
man Empire of German Nations, a 
name that alludes to the complex 
relationship with the Roman Cath-
olic Church.
   The country of 17 million peo-
ple was rather a collection of in-
dependent states each governed by 
an elector (ruler), in strange ways 
sometimes: the state of Hanover, for 
example, was ruled by the King of 
England. The German states Prussia 
(capital Berlin) and Austria (capital 
Vienna) were very powerful. 
   Overall, the country was not as 
advanced as England and France. In 
social terms, inequality character-
ized the German society of aristoc-
racy, landowners and serfs, many 
of whom ended up searching for 
a better life in America, largely in 
Pennsylvania.
  The Catholic Church, powerful in 
Europe, was in Germany as well. 
Bishops were important figures. 
They normally belonged to the rul-
ing dynasties and aristocratic fam-
ilies. The religious vow they had 
taken didn’t prevent them from 
enjoying an opulent and influential 
lifestyle, unlike their relatives in the 
secular society, incoherent with the 
simple life of early Christians. 
   Late in the 1700s, the Catholic 
monasteries had extensive land 
holdings. In Bavaria, south of Ger-
many, they controlled 56% of the 
land. The discontent with the Cath-
olic Church accentuated the Protes-
tant expansion, for example in Prus-
sia by early 1800. 
   This was, however, a time for great 
cultural expansion: Goethe (litera-
ture), Herder (philosophy and po-
etry), Schiller (history and poetry), 
Kant (philosophy), Bach, Haydn, 

Mozart and Beethoven (music).
   One should keep in mind that his-
torical events are inserted in a con-
text. Knowledge at that time, was 
not accessible to everyone, differ-
ent from today. Universities, typi-
cally influenced by the Church, and 
monasteries were the main centers 
of divulgation. 
   Sometimes the Church held inac-
curate views, implemented through 
dogmas (“believe it, don’t question 
it”). Astronomer and mathematician 
Galileo Galilei fell victim to such 
circumstances. Although his studies 
had evidence that the Earth turns 
around the sun, the Church taught 
otherwise. Galileo had to retract 
this “heresy,” and in return was giv-
en a light sentence – house arrest – 
until his death.  
   The power of the Church over the 
state and individuals, the marked 
social differences and difficult ac-
cess to knowledge were some of the 
factors conducive to a wide intel-
lectual movement in Europe by the 
mid-17th century. It was called the 
Age of Reason, Age of Enlighten-
ment or simply Enlightenment. In 
essence, it aimed for a just, better 
society, reason-built knowledge 
and a non-Church controlled gov-
ernment. 
   Intellectuals such as Kant and 
Goethe embraced the movement 
and so did states such as Prussia. 
Land distribution took place, al-
beit timidly. More advanced states 
were governed in accord to the 
best guidelines of the philosophers, 
achieved economic development 
and legal reforms, abolished torture 
and improved the status of Jews.
   In 1776, Adam Weishaupt cre-
ated a secret society in Ingolstadt, 
Bavaria. Educated in the Catholic 
Jesuit Order – with solid discipline 
training and intellectual formation 
– Weishaupt became a professor at 
the local university, teaching Ca-
nonical Law – the norms that the 
Catholic hierarchy enforce to main-
tain the organization.
   The society’s original name was 
the “Order of Perfectibilists,” that 
later changed to the “Order of the 
Bavarian Illuminati,” plural of Il-
luminatus, meaning “enlightened” 
in Latin. It aimed at the intellectual 
development of men, a better society 
and absolute separation of church 

and state. 
   An astute reader might inquire 
why had Weishaupt created such a 
society. Wasn’t he aiming for the 
same enlightenment ideals? Weren’t 
there already other secret societies? 
In fact, the “Alumbrados” or (Alu-
minados, meaning “enlightened” 
in Spanish) had existed some 230 
years before, and the Rosicrucian 
and the Free Mason Orders, found-
ed respectively 150 and 60 years 
earlier, were still active.
  Certainly, Weishaupt was not fully 
satisfied with the enlightenment nor 
with the secret societies. Perhaps the 
ambitious 28-year-old Weishaupt 
believed that he alone could bring 
an effective and definitive change. 
He personally selected the original 
members. They were young mem-
bers of influential families. 
  Certain oddities distinguished his 
society. Absolute loyalty and se-
crecy, use of code-names and ex-
pansion at all cost, where the end 
justified the means. With the help 
of enthusiastic and influential mem-
bers, the teachings spread in Ger-
many and later in other European 
countries. Some members belonged 
to Masonic organization, and he 
used the Mason structure to recruit 
new members. 

The “Eye of Providence,” an eye within a triangle, present on the reverse of the one-dollar bill and also on the 
Great Seal of the United States has been associated with Illuminati. Many symbols on the dollar bill have been 
interpreted as having Illuminati roots. 
Photo by Jesus Zaldivar.

Part 1 of a three-part series tracing the history of the Illuminati  
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Intrigue

   The society expanded in Europe 
Tyrol (now Austria), Warsow (Po-
land), Bratislava (Slovenia), Milan 
(Italy) and Switzerland. It reached 
a membership of 2,500 people (al-
though because of the dual mem-
bership they were counted as Ma-
sons and not as Illuminati, some 
historians say the number of mem-
bers reached no more than 650).
   Illuminati extremist ideas became 
a danger, despite the Illuminati so-
ciety’s small size. The Catholic 
Church was overwhelmingly pow-
erful in Germany and Europe, as 
was Lutheranism in some German 
states. In addition, other groups that 
Illuminati competed with – Free 
Masons and Rosicrucians – were 
better established. 
   Finally, the Elector of Bavaria Karl 
Theodore banned not only the Illu-
minati, but all other secret societies 
in 1789. Weishaupt had to escape to 
Regensburg, 50 miles northeast of 
Ingolstadt, remaining there, writing 
pamphlets and books until the end 
of his days. 
The secret society Illuminati dis-
appeared – to which conspiracists 
would respond, “That’s what the 
unawakened believes.”

(To be continued in the October issue)

https://pixabay.com/users/lumapoche-5415551/
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Mara's Mom Moments

By Mara Fernandez

   We are officially back in action with 
Mara’s Mom Moments! I hope every-
one had a nice summer. Hopefully you 
all had a better time than I did. I took 
Statistics, a class that absorbed practi-
cally all of my time. But don’t worry 
… I passed! (A tip for those taking that 
course: take it slow.)
   I was able to take my kids swim-
ming a couple of times - staying safe 
of course. However, we stayed home 
for the majority of our summer. That 
was partly because of my class, but 
mainly due to concern. As a journal-
ism student, I am constantly following 
the news - and that takes a toll after a 
while. On the bright side, we have re-
mained healthy, the most important 
thing for this mom! 
  Recently, I have struggled with my 
anxiety. In August, I had one rough 
week in particular where I couldn’t 
muster the will to get out of bed. I had 
absolutely no energy to do anything. It 
was as if my body just shut down for 
the entire week. I tried to get out of

the house by myself (no kids), taking 
drives and going to my favorite stores 
just to look around. I also ate some of 
my favorite meals that always make 
me happy.
   Pouring all of our energy into finding 
the root of the problem isn’t always the 
best approach. You can end up spend-
ing a lot of time overthinking and then, 
when you still can’t find the answer, it 
leaves you feeling frustrated and hope-
less. Instead, focus on to what you 
can do to improve that week or even 
that day. When you are in that state of 
mind, it’s difficult to think critically. 
First, put your mind at ease. Once that 
is done, you can work toward finding 
a solution. If you are a shopper (like I 
am), stop at your nearest Five Below 
store. They have the best journals for 
coping with anxiety, staying calm, cre-
ating goals and much more. Plus, you 
cannot beat their prices!
   After taking my kids to their first day 
of school, I realized where all my anx-
iety was coming from: I wasn’t ready 
to let them go. Before the pandemic, 

I worked a full-time job and spent the 
little time I had doing schoolwork. But 
since August 2020, I have been home 
with my children, as they took virtual 
classes the entire school year. Although 
the circumstances were not ideal, I fi-
nally gained the time I needed to spend 
with them, which makes their being 
back in school so much harder this 
time around. 
   That brings me to my question for the 
week. How does everyone feel about 
sending their children back to school? 
I bet I was not the only parent that had 
knots in their stomach. I believe that 
teachers are taking the necessary pre-
cautions, and I was relieved that they 
are requiring masks. I also bought cute 
little hand sanitizer attachments for the 
kids to clip on to their bookbags – pur-
chased from Five Below … again, you 
cannot beat that price.
   Please email your questions, con-
cerns and comments to marangely.
fernandez@student.northampton.edu. 
Even if you just want to share an expe-
rience or an idea for a future column, 
all feedback is appreciated! 
   So long until next time!

'The Ox-Bow Incident:' the dangers of ochlocracy
By Jared Larson

  The Western film genre offers 
many conventions that are centered 
around the struggles of American 
frontier life and the clashing of 
good and evil. 
   In the world of outlaws and peace-
makers, the hero commonly takes 
the law into his own hands to save 
the town and everything ends up 
being peaches and rainbows. 
   One Western that subverts these 
conventions, looking at the inherent 
fallibilities of disregarding law and 
one person or a group becoming 
judge, jury and executioner, is “The 
Ox-Bow Incident.” The 1942 film 
directed by William A. Wellman 
is based on the novel of the same 
name by Walter Van Tilburg Clark.
   The plot: After a local rancher is 
killed, a mob forms to exact justice 
on the killers. When they find three 
men passing through the area, the 
mob persecutes them. A division is 
struck by those who think the men 
should be executed and those who 
think they deserve a fair trial. By 
this point, the mob has become a 
hysterical frenzy. Ultimately, de-
spite pleading innocence, the men 
are executed. Not long after, the 
sheriff brings news that the true per-
petrators have been caught and, in 
fact, the rancher was not killed, just 
merely wounded. 
   The fact that the victims of the 
mob are innocent and that a mur-
der did not even take place are just 
insult to injury. The main point is 
that they were not given a chance to 
defend themselves. The film takes 

a deep look at morality, conscious-
ness and personal motives.
   The protagonists of the film, drift-
ers Gil Carter (Henry Fonda) and 
Art Croft (Harry Morgan) only go 
along with the mob because there 
is nothing better to do. In fact, only 
two characters, an old man and a 
preacher go along to ensure no ex-
treme measures are taken. The film 
is subtle in revealing the reasoning 
behind characters motives.
   Carter rebels against authority and 
resents anyone who acts superior to 
him. He resents Major Tetley, who 
has taken command of and seem-
ingly brainwashed the mob. Croft 
repeatedly tells Carter to stay silent 
to keep themselves safe. Only when 
Carter fully commits to defending 
the condemned men does Croft fol-
low. Does Major Tetley care about 
justice or simply exerting his own 
power? In this way, the film exam-
ines peoples’ motives—are they 
defending the men because it is the 
right thing to do or for their own 
selfish reasons?
   Given the universal themes in-
volving humanity, the film is time-
less. Long past the Western Fron-
tier, screens and social media are the 
new landscapes in terms of frontier 
justice. Of course, it was extremely 
relevant during production and its 
release one year later. 
   The delay in release was due to 
the active World War II. Studio ex-
ecutives felt that the public would 
not be receptive to the somber film. 
Ironically, it could offer American 
audiences some insight to the rise 

of fascism in Europe—all they have 
to do is look in the not-so distant 
past of America to see mob mental-
ity in full effect. 
   Someone who knew this history all 
too well was Henry Fonda himself. 
At the age of 14, Fonda witnessed 
the worst of the Omaha Race Riot 
of 1919. He saw mob justice far 
more horrific than what is depicted 
in “The Ox-Bow Incident,” describ-
ing it as “the most horrendous sight 
I’d ever seen.” Although Fonda 
rarely discussed this, it’s clear that 
it had a tremendous impact on his 
life and career. 
   In films, Fonda’s characters are 
commonly righteous and the voice 
of reason. He took to defending un-
lawfully condemned men through-
out his career in “Young Mr. Lin-
coln,” “The Ox-Bow Incident” and 
“12 Angry Men.”
   “The Ox-Bow Incident” not only 
serves as an inspiration for film-
makers but to anyone involved with 
law and justice. Distinguished jour-
nalist Chris Masters cited the film 
as a major impact to his later works 
that center around rule of law and 
personal morality. 

"Law is a lot more than words you put 
in a book, or judges or lawyers or 

sheriffs you hire to carry it out. 
It's everything people ever have found out 
about justice and what's right and wrong. 

It's the very conscience of humanity.”

Actor Henry Fonda
Photo courtesy of Billy Rose Theatre Division 
of the New York Public Library

   One quote from the film, an ex-
cerpt from the innocent victim’s 
letter to his wife, perfectly sum-
marizes the importance of law and 
consciousness:
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