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Bethlehem joins nation in Women's March,
rallying against Texas abortion law

Bethlehem Councilwoman Grace Crampsie Smith addresses the crowd at Payrow Plaza.

By Cora Savage
Some carried signs, others wore
T-shirts, but one thing they all had in
common was a fighting spirit.
Bethlehem’s Rally for Abortion
Rights was held outside City Hall on
the morning of Saturday, Oct. 2. The
event was one of many happening
across the U.S. that day in light of Senate Bill 8, a strict abortion law passed
in Texas. Many fear similar laws will
be enacted in other states, sparking a
nationwide outcry for protected reproductive rights.

From children waddling next to
their mothers to older women in wheelchairs, the crowd consisted of individuals from all identities and stages of
life. For some participants, the event
was their initiation in publicly fighting
for reproductive rights, but most of the
older generation were seasoned veterans in the fight for equality and bodily
autonomy.
“I’ve been doing this since the
'70s,” said Joanne Kelhart, a Bethlehem resident. “I’m sick of it, but I’ll
keep showing up and fighting until the
day I die.”

As an advocate for women’s rights
for almost 50 years, she feared the
younger generation wouldn’t take on
an active role in defending their rights
under attack.
“I’m happy to see so many young
people here. No one else is going to
stand up for us except us,” Kelhart said.
The energy of the crowd was electric. People buzzed around showing
off their creative signs and clothing,
talking, laughing, taking photos and
sharing stories.
An installation art piece was
erected in a corner of the plaza where

their bodily autonomy.
“We saw the Supreme Court
stacked with conservative judges who
upheld the Texas Abortion Ban, which
is a violation of our constitutional
right, the Supremacy Clause, and the
14th Amendment, which they swore to
uphold,” Zrinski said.
Although Pennsylvania does not
have an abortion ban, it is not out
of the realm of possibility. Zrinski
stressed not only the importance of demanding change from those in power,
but electing women to hold positions
in politics, allowing them a seat at the

“Roe v. Wade is teetering on oblivion and with it the last wall of
protection for the over 80 million women of childbearing age."
ribbons were tied to hanging strings.
Each symbolized a person’s own
abortion or standing in solidarity with
someone they know who had an abortion. The hundreds of ribbons floated in
the wind, setting a symbolic backdrop
for the rally’s featured speakers.
Tara Zrinski, Northampton County
Council member running for reelection and professor at NCC, was one of
the featured speakers. She delivered a
passionate and unapologetic speech that
outlined the failures of the government
to protect women and advocate for

hypothetical table.
“The threat is real,” Zrinski said.
“Roe v. Wade is teetering on oblivion and with it the last wall of protection for the over 80 million women of
childbearing age,” she said.
By noon the crowd had dwindled
down to a few people as Planned Parenthood and other booths packed up
for the day. There was no longer cheering, people or signs, but the ribbon installation stayed swaying in the breeze
as if to say, “We were here.”

Left and left center: Demonstrators of all ages gathered in support of the Women's March. Top right: Northampton County Councilwoman Tara Zrinski speaks to the crowd.
Bottom right:An installation art piece was erected in a corner of the plaza where ribbons were tied to hanging strings. Each symbolized a person’s own abortion or standing
in solidarity with someone they know who had an abortion. Photos by Cora Savage.**(Top right - supplied photo.)
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Pulitzer-winning journalist
James Risen to speak
at Commuter virtual event
Surveillance and infiltration of
political and civil-rights groups,
and mind-control experiments on
unsuspecting Americans were only
part of the famed Church Committee’s congressional investigations.
The oversight committee is
the subject of a new book, “The
Last Honest Man,” by Pulitzer
Prize-winning investigative journalist James Risen, who will speak
Tuesday, Nov. 9, 11 a.m. to 12:15
p.m., on Zoom as part of the speaker
series sponsored by The Commuter,
NCC’s student news organization.
A best-selling author and former
New York Times reporter, Risen
is The Intercept’s senior National
Security correspondent, based in
Washington, D.C. He also is director of First Look Media’s Press
Freedom Defense Fund, which
supports news organizations, journalists and whistleblowers in legal
fights in which a substantial public interest, freedom of the press
or related human or civil rights is
threatened.
Risen was the target of a crackdown on journalists and whistleblowers. He waged a seven-year
battle, risking jail, after both the
Bush and Obama administrations

tried to compel him to testify and
reveal his confidential sources in
a leak investigation. Risen refused
and the government finally backed
down.
As a New York Times reporter,
Risen won the 2006 Pulitzer Prize
for National Reporting for his stories about the National Security
Agency’s domestic spying program,
and he was a member of the reporting team that won the 2002 Pulitzer
Prize for explanatory reporting for
coverage of the September 11 attacks and terrorism.
Risen’s books include “Wrath
of Angels: The American Abortion
War”; “The Main Enemy: The Inside Story of the CIA’s Final Showdown with the KGB”; “State of
War: The Secret History of the CIA
and the Bush Administration”; and
“Pay Any Price: Greed, Power and
Endless War.”
Risen’s presentation, open to the
public, will be moderated by Rob
Hays, coordinator of Journalism,
Media & Professional Writing at the
college. Email rhays@northampton.edu to receive the Zoom link in
November.
Story by Commuter Staff

Elections are Nov. 2
Click the icon below
to register by Oct. 18
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SPEAKER SERIES:
JOURNALISM, MEDIA
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WRITING

Northampton Community College

JAMES RISEN

"THE LAST
HONEST MAN AND
NATIONAL
SECURITY"
Surveillance and infiltration of political and civil-rights groups,
and mind-control experiments on unsuspecting Americans were
only part of the famed Church Committee’s congressional
investigations.
The oversight committee is the subject of a new book, “The Last
Honest Man,” by Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative journalist
James Risen, who will speak Tuesday, Nov. 9 on Zoom as part of
the speaker series sponsored by The Commuter, NCC’s student
news organization.

Risen’s books include “Wrath of Angels:
The American Abortion War”; “The Main
Enemy: The Inside Story of the CIA’s Final
Showdown with the KGB”; “State of War:
The Secret History of the CIA and the
Bush Administration”; and “Pay Any
Price: Greed, Power and Endless War.”

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 9TH, 2021
11:00 A.M. Eastern Standard Time | Zoom
PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE FOR THIS PRESENTATION:

https://bit.ly/3i4vHXW

ghts groups,

SCAN

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

Risen’s presentation, open to the public, will be
moderated by Rob Hays, coordinator of Journalism,
Media & Professional Writing at Northampton
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NCC Global Education director speaks on refugee crisis
By Jada Yanek
Having fled from their home country, refugees are those who seek out
a better life elsewhere because they
are at risk of persecution for their
race, religion, nationality, political
opinion or group membership.
The main focus of a presentation
recently hosted at NCC served to
educate the public on who refugees
are, their experiences and how to
help them.
The following information was
presented by Nathan Carpenter, director of global education and international services.
People from all over the world
seek refugee status. Current statistics show 6.8 million people from

Syria, 3.7 million from Turkey, 2.2
million from South Sudan and 1.4
million from Uganda have fled their
countries seeking refuge.
Other countries that refugees flee
from include Venezuela, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Somalia, Sudan, Central African Republic and
Eritrea.
Refugees have five main rights.
The most important of them is the
right of non-refoulement, which
means refugees cannot be forcibly
returned to their home country and
cannot be punished for entering another illegally. They have a right to
temporarily stay, work and have access to education or courts, while being protected from discrimination.
Around 26.4 million refugees

have found aid through the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees. UNHCR was created in
1950, after World War II, to help
millions of Europeans who have
fled or lost their homes. For over 68
years, UNHCR has been protecting
and assisting refugees around the
world.
Sixty-eight percent of refugees
under UNHCR come from Syrian
Arab Republic, Venezuela, Afghanistan, South Sudan or Myanmar.
Thirty-nine percent are hosted in
Turkey, Colombia, Pakistan, Uganda or Germany.
Historically, the U.S. has been a
leader in hosting refugees, but they
only allow a certain number. This
year, the U.S. decreased that number
from 67,100 to 62,500. Advocates

have suggested raising the number
to 125,000 because of the Afghanistan crisis.
In August, the Deobandi Islamist
religious and political movement
and military organization, Taliban, took over Afghanistan. Over
100,000 Afghans have evacuated
since the takeover, most fled to Pakistan or Iran.
If you are interested in learning
more or supporting organizations
created to assist refugees, visit:
UNHRC
International Rescue Committee
HIAS PA
US Committee for Refugees
and Immigrants

Climatologist Michael Mann warns NCC of impending climate disaster
By Jared Larson
Renowned climate scientist Dr. Michael Mann, the scorn of conservative
bloggers, warned of the politicization
of climate change at NCC’s Lipkin
Theatre on Oct. 5.
It’s time to move past this age of fossil fuels and on to the age of clean energy to “avert catastrophic impacts on
our climate,” said Mann, climatologist
and professor of atmospheric science
at Penn State.
Temperatures in North America and
Europe have reached record heights.
Raging wildfires, hurricanes and flooding have worsened. Educated predictions have transformed from mere data
to real life. There is no doubt that human activity is to blame.
“There is no economy on a dead
planet,” Mann said, appealing to the
fiscally interested. “There is no other
planet to go to after we screw this one
up.”
Knowing the technology for clean
energy is here, the only obstacles are
political. Rather than following science, the traps of following ideology
impact everyone.
Mann discussed the tools, in the
form of the “five D's” to dividing and
misinforming people on climate. The
five D's are: (soft) denial, delay, deflection, division and doomism.
Hard denial has morphed into soft
denial where deniers acknowledge
climate change exists but lessen the
severity.
People delay climate change by
promising undeveloped technologies
that will mitigate future disaster so current practices should stay in place.
Deflection is pointing the fingers at
others’ misdeeds while division causes climate advocates to point fingers
at each other—highlighting their disagreements on the complexities of how
climate change should be tackled.
Finally, doomism leads to inactivity

Photo by Jody Davis de Pixabay
and pessimism because people feel
as though there is nothing that can be
done.
“You can’t, with a straight face, say
that [climate change] is not happening
anymore,” Mann said.
Mann mentioned that even leaders
of fossil fuel burning knew the effects
of emissions in the late 1970s. Internal
reports conducted by ExxonMobil scientists accurately found the cause and
effect of climate change. ExxonMobil
concealed those reports.
Despite political divide and concealed science, climate change is beginning to get the attention it deserves.
The Biden administration campaigned
as a climate-advocate government. The
administration has made numerous

pledges including 100% clean energy
and zero net emissions by 2050.
Even with their contentions, the
world’s two biggest carbon emission
countries China and the United States
have agreed to cooperate on climate
change.
This year’s Nobel Prize in Physics
was awarded to three scientists for their
work on climate. Syukuro Manabe,
Klaus Hasselmann and Giorgio Parisi
won the award for their work on developing forecast models of Earth’s climate and explaining disorder in a range
of physical systems, according to the
Associated Press.
Australia’s “Black Summer” of
2019-20 was a product of unprecedented heat, bushfires and drought. A year

later, the same region was met with
immense flooding.
“That’s one degree Celsius. Imagine
four,” Mann said, referring to the disruptive heat increase in Australia and
how catastrophic it could be.
The path to correcting climate
change is at the systemic level. Legislature, at the very least, needs to level
the playing field for clean energy. Offering fossil fuel companies subsidies
puts clean energy at a disadvantage.
Stressing the urgency and agency
needed to combat climate change and
covering distressing realities, Mann
ended his lecture by encouraging listeners to “change the world for the
better.”
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Ups and downs for Spartans in first month of play
By Miles Schultheis
NCC's Women's Volleyball team
opened the Spartans fall season in a
clash with Delaware Technical College
on Sept. 11.
Delaware Tech was victorious, winning three-sets to nothing in the first
match and winning three-sets to one in
the second match.
The Spartans dropped the first set
25-19, the second set 25-eight, and
the third set 25-20 in the first game. In
game two, they won the first set 25-12,
in the following sets Delaware Tech
won 25-21, 25-15 and 21-14.
On Sept. 13, NCC hosted Camden
County College in Women's tennis. CC
had five players suited up, and NCC
only had four. In doubles, Amanda Boliton and Allyson Makowski from CC
defeated NCC's Elizabeth Hozza and
Emilee Brewer eight to three.
In the other doubles match, NCC's
Hannah Nicholls and Morgan Putvinski defeated Barb Marinero and Emily
Lyons eight to five.
In singles, Elizabeth Hozza defeated Amanda Boliton two sets to one,
Emilee Brewer defeated Allyson Makowski in two sets, Hannah Nicholls
defeated Barb Marinero in two sets,
Morgan Putvinski defeated CC's Emily Lyons in three sets and CC won the
fifth match by forfeit due to NCC being
short a player.
NCC won five matches to two.
On Sept. 14, NCC opened up their

Jordan Appleton leaps for a spike attempt. Supplied photo.

season in Men's Soccer. Unfortunately for the Spartans, Aniello Lubrano
scored three goals, and Kristan Talas
scored two goals for Ocean County
College, as they won seven to one.
Their second match on Sept. 16 was

against nationally ranked Camden
County College.
The Spartans were once again defeated as they fell six to two. However,
they finally broke through in their third
match on Sept. 16, against Lackawanna

Anthony Morsillo throws his might behind a kick. Supplied photo

Emilee Brewer reaches for an overhead shot. Supplied photo

College as the Spartans rode two goals
from Hatungimana Salem in a two to
one victory.
On Sept. 20, NCC Women's Volleyball had their home opener against
Harcum College.
The Spartans were soundly defeated
in three sets 25-17, 25-21, 25-eight. On
Sept. 21, Men's Soccer hosted Montgomery County Community College
and won one to nothing after a goal
from Henry Pineda.
On Sept. 22, Women's Tennis went
on the road and competed against Camden County College. Camden's Baliban
and Makowski defeated NCC's Hozza
and Brewer in doubles eight to four.
However, NCC's Nicholls and Putvinski defeated CC's Marinero and Lyons eight to six.
In singles, NCC won three matches
with Hozza defeating Baliban in two
sets, Nicholls defeating Marinero in
two sets, and Putvinski defeating Lyons in two sets.
CC won two, as Makowski defeated
Brewer in three sets, and Ramos defeated Hlaing in two sets. That means
NCC won four matches to three.
Next, the Women's Volleyball team
took on Raritan Valley Community
College on Sept. 23. They were defeated by Raritan in three sets 25-11,
25-12, 25-19. NCC falls to 0-4 on the
season.
On Sept. 25, 10th-ranked Rowan
College of South Jersey defeated NCC
3-0 in Men's Soccer. NCC falls to 2-3
on the season.
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Triumph in uncharted waters
Riding a wave with world-champion bodyboarder Ayaka Suzuki Crilley
Story and photos by
Chris Devlin
World-champion bodyboarder Ayaka
Suzuki Crilley rode Hurricane Larry’s
sizable waves to historic victories, taking first place in the men’s and women’s divisions at the 2021 Belmar Pro.
“We have really good luck to have
this swell,” says Suzuki Crilley,
competing out of Hawaii by way of
Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan in her first
East Coast contest.
In 2018, Suzuki Crilley became the
first Asian bodyboarder to win a world
title in the sport. In September, she became the first woman to compete in
the men’s bodyboarding division at the
Belmar Pro, which is back in its 19th
year after a pandemic hiatus.
Waves reached up to 7-feet on the
second day of the four-day competition at the Borough of Belmar Surfing
Beach, located between rock jetties at
16th and 18th avenues in Belmar, New
Jersey.
Larry’s impact waned by the contest’s final day, Sunday, Sept. 12, but
enough surf remained for competitors
to put on a free show for the throngs of
beachgoers crowding in to enjoy one of
the summer’s final weekends.
The champ said she hadn’t thought
about the crowd or its size until after
her winning performance.
“When I’m in competition, I don’t
care about anything. I just focus on
what I’m going to do,” she says. “Now
… I realize there are so many people
on the beach, which is great.”
Judges scored competitors on a scale
of 1-10 for each wave ridden, with the
riders’ top two scores totaled to determine their score for the heat. The bodyboard divisions had four judges, with
three active per heat. Anthony Leone,
North American President for the Association of Professional Bodyboarding, was head judge.
In the finals, Suzuki Crilley jumped
out to an early 11.87 total, which

would hold over Renzo Fassiola of
New York’s 11.46 for the win.
A 6.03 on his seventh wave put Fassiola ahead of Juan Rivas of the Dominican Republic. Rivas hit his 10-wave
max with nine minutes remaining for a
5.23, his second best score, which was
penalized by 50% for an interference
with Dan Worley of Florida on the riders’ sixth wave.
On her second wave, Suzuki Crilley
secured the highest single-wave score
of the heat with a 6.40 and clinched her
victory with a 5.47 on her fourth wave.
Both she and Fassiola displayed judicious wave selection, riding only seven each in the 30-minute heat. Worley
reached his max along with Rivas, who
finished third with an 8.32 final score.
“I usually take only two or three
waves because that’s all I need to win,”
Suzuki Crilley says. “Just be patient
and trust what you’re waiting for, and
the wave comes to you.”
The men’s division featured 24
competitors. The women’s schedule
listed six competitors, but only four
competed.
The men’s division had three rounds,
plus a playoff for the second-place riders from Round 2 to compete for a spot
in the finals. Fassiola eliminated local
rider Robbie Mack in the playoff, with
an 11.16 over his 9.90. Mack’s 14.40
in Round 1 was the highest heat total
of the contest.
Round 1 of the women’s division was
intended to feature two heats, three riders in each, with the top two scores advancing. Since only four women made
it to the waves, the present competitors defaulted to a four-woman final,
riding the first round with no threat of
elimination.
Good friends Suzuki Crilley and
Hawaiian pro Lindsey Yasui went
head-to-head in the first women’s
heat, agreeing to ride the free round in
drop-knee only. Drop-knee is a style of
bodyboarding in which riders pop up
onto the board to ride waves in a kneeling lunge, as opposed to the traditional

Ayaka Suzuki Crilley performs a spin during the men's finals at the Belmar Pro.

Ayaka Suzuki Crilley from Japan is the first Asian bodyboarding world champion.

prone style that most riders opted for
throughout the competition.
In the women’s finals, Suzuki Crilley scored 4.10 or higher on four out of
seven waves, finishing with an 8.60 to
top Yasui, who took second place with
a 7.93, more-than doubling the score
of the third and fourth places riders
Megumi Johnson from New York and
Salina Palmisano from California.
Suzuki Crilley says it’s exciting for
her to compete with the “super aggressive” male riders. Their level of physicality presents her with a challenge,
she says, but not one that she finds
intimidating.
“Maybe they feel more pressure than
me because they’re the guy and I’m a
woman,” she says.
Testing her skills is not the only benefit of competing with the men.
“The men’s [division] is always
bigger prize money, which is not fair
for us,” Suzuki Crilley says, speaking
generally about bodyboarding competitions. “That’s been a problem for a
long time.”
In 2019, Suzuki Crilley became the

first woman bodyboarder to defeat
male riders in an official APB heat
during a competition at Hawaii’s Banzai Pipeline. Although she’s on board
for crossing over, she doesn’t think that
contest organizers should do away with
separate divisions for men and women.
Belmar Pro organizer Don Tarrant
says a complete unification of the divisions is unlikely, but that the decision
would be up to the APB in any event
sanctioned by the organization.
“I think it’s fantastic that Ayaka competed with the men,” says Tarrant, who
took charge of the contest after its first
year, when it was organized as a oneoff event. “I think this year’s entire
event was one of the two or three best
ever.”
While the Hurricane Larry swell
wasn’t the biggest the contest has ever
seen, this year’s waves were appreciable for the Jersey Shore, Tarrant says,
noting that four straight days of surfable waves is also good fortune for the
region.
(Continued on next page)
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During the semifinals on Friday, and
the peak of Larry’s offering, Suzuki
Crilley cut across waves to her right,
starting so close to the southern jetty
that from a northern vantage it appeared as if she was riding over the
rocks.
“The best spot to take off is right in
front of the rock,” she says. “It gets
shallow close to the rock and [the
waves] start breaking. You want to
catch from there.”
In the finals, she and the other competitors opted for the northern jetty,
ripping across waves to their left.
“Every day is different,” Suzuki Crilley said after the finals. “The swell direction, the sand condition, the wind …
Today is way smaller, but actually the
wave shape is really nice.”
During the finals, the waves rolled in
with a triangular form, which can allow for more consecutive tricks than
a bigger wave that crashes fast, she
explained. These waves reminded her
of her home surf break, the Chigasaki
break in Japan’s Sagami Bay, where
her mother taught her how to bodyboard when she was 8.
“One of the main things about competitive bodyboarding, obviously you
have to be able to compete in big stuff,
but you need to be able to have a good
small-wave game as well,” says Steve
“Action” Jackson, professional bodyboarder and Belmar Pro announcer. “It
just shows how well-rounded our riders are.”
With smaller waves, bodyboarders
might focus on “traditional spin-roll
combinations,” but aerial spins and
backflips are not out of the question,
Jackson says, referring to some of the
tricks finalists performed. Suzuki Crilley won by “performing maneuvers
smoothly” and “being consistent,” he
says.
Suzuki Crilley won a $1,000 cash
prize in the men’s division and $500
in the women’s division. A portion of
each division’s prize was put up by
sponsors, Custom X Bodyboards for

the men’s and Snot Nose Organic Boogie Wax for the women’s division; the
rest comes out of the competitors’ $150
entry fee.
“Most bodyboarders – they’re riding
out of pure love of the sport and they
don’t mind throwing down the money
for an airplane ticket and accommodations to come ride a contest,” Jackson
says. Only “a select few … an upper
echelon of the sport” have their travel
and contest fees paid for by sponsors,
he says.
After winning the world title in the
2018 APB World Tour, which featured
events in Australia, Chile, Portugal and
Spain's Canary Islands, Suzuki Crilley gained sponsorships with Science
Bodyboards, Viper Fins and O’Neill
wetsuits.
In April, Science Bodyboards introduced Suzuki Crilley’s signature model, which she had been conceptualizing
for ten years. Each board is stamped
with her Japanese signature, Kanji,
which translates to “add color to another,” inspiring the variety of vibrant
color combinations in which her model

Above: Ayaka Suzuki Crilley cuts to the right on a barreling wave in the men's semifinals.
Below: Suzuki Crilley performs an "el rollo" during the men's finals.

is offered.
She designed her board with women riders in mind, but it will perform
well for anyone, she says. “Any kind of
wave, you’re gonna launch it so hard.”
“I made it with a little more volume
and wider,” she explains, “which gives
you more speed and pop on the lip. So,
if you want to do airs, use my board.”
Suzuki Crilley says she has noticed
an uptick in bodyboarding participants since the pandemic began. Her
hope is that the influx will create a
wave of benefit for the sport, with increased public interest leading to more

Ayaka Suzuki Crilley hoists her board after emerging from the waves victorious.

career opportunities for professional
bodyboarders.
“That’s what I want to be, so I’m trying to make it happen,” she says.
Following a triumphant showing at
the 2021 Belmar Pro, Suzuki Crilley
was free to enjoy the rest of her visit to
the North East.
“Tomorrow, I’m going to go to New
York City and just go look around,” she
says.
Ayaka Suzuki Crilley is riding waves,
winning contests, breaking barriers and
exploring the world.

Ayaka Suzuki Crilley's advice to you: "Go bodyboard!"
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Are the Illuminati real? (It can be scary out there)
By Jesus Zaldivar
If you search for “Illuminati” on
Google, you’ll get 35 million results in
a second. If you do the same on YouTube, you’ll find thousands of videos.
You may be tempted to believe now
that with such a colossal amount of
information, you will be able to understand Illuminati with ease. Not so.
Quantity is not quality. I can tell you
right away, this is one of the most difficult subjects to investigate.
Internet searches will tell you that
23 celebrities, including Bob Marley,
Michael Jackson, Madonna, Obama,
Jay-Z and Beyonce were or are Illuminati. You’ll also be told that that institutions such as the Federal Reserve
Bank, the CIA and the United Nations
serve Illuminati interests.
Claims are that a “New World Order,” meaning a dramatic change, will
result from the installation of a totalitarian world government. Also, that a
terrifying Illuminati conspiracy involving money and power, was responsible
for the assassination of JFK.
It is getting wild out there! They even
say that Illuminati have been effective
in making the entire world believe that
man has walked in the moon. Well, this
is too much. Let’s pause for a moment.
The truth is that humankind has always been fascinated by mystery.
How were Stonehenge blocks in the
U.K., averaging 25 tons each (a weight
equivalent to four adult elephants),
symmetrically assembled? How were
the pyramids in Egypt built? And the
Nazca Lines drawn in Peru?
Humankind also has been attracted
to societies. Some well-known societies include the Lyons and Rotary Clubs
and the Catholic Knights of Columbus.
Other societies are secret.
Secret societies are said to promote
knowledge and material welfare of
their members and communities. In the
Lehigh Valley, you can find Freemasonry (with lodges in Allentown, Bath,
Easton) and the Rosicrucian Fraternity (Quakertown). Others are infamous

Photo by ArtsyBee

Tracing the
History of the
Illuminati Part 2 of 3
secret societies like the Ku Klux Klan
and Neo-Nazis.
Fraternities and sororities in colleges
can also be secretive. For example,
Yale University’s “Skull and Bones”
– the Brotherhood of Death – with
strange, secret rites has traditionally
been joined by the children of American patrician families.
In Part 1 of this series, it was mentioned that the Bavarian Illuminati society had been dissolved in 1789, but
that Illuminati endorsers believe otherwise. This will be discussed in Part 3.
But the concept of Illuminati reemerged in the 1960s and ’70s. With
an era that featured Nixon’s cover-up,
psychedelic drugs and distrust of government and authority, questioning was
fertile soil for two books that above all,
aimed at entertaining.
In 1963, Greg Hill and Kerry Thornley published “Principia Discordia,”
renamed “Principia Discordia or How
the West Was Lost” on the second edition. It mixed esoterism, fiction, humor
and illogical concepts.
That book inspired Robert Shea and
Robert Anton Wilson to write the playful trilogy “The Illuminatus!” in 1975,
insuperable in conspiracy deceit.
In 1988, exploring the crescent interest in conspiracies, Italian author
Umberto Eco wrote “Foucault’s Pendulum,” which fictionalized various
secret societies, including the Bavarian
Illuminati.
However, it was in 2000 that the
most popular Illuminati fiction appeared and sold over 200 million copies, being translated to 57 languages.
Written by Dan Brown, “Angels and
Demons” became a movie that starred
Tom Hanks and was a half a billion
dollar blockbuster.
Today, Illuminati conspiracies are
featured in music, books, virtual space,
politics, etc. As of 2013, 33 songs had
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the word Illuminati as part of its lyrics.
Billionaires Jay-Z, Kanye West and
Beyonce are some of the few said to be
Illuminati.
Although they deny it, they seem
to enjoy nurturing the hypothesis, but
keep their eye on the ball – profits. In
fact, Jay-Z made the Illuminati hand
sign the official trademark of his “Roca-Fella Records” enterprise.
To investigate the current bizarre Illuminati circle, I read the 2017 book,
“The Illuminati: The Secret Society That Hijacked the World” by Jim
Marrs, a “well-known and respected
expert.”
His previous book, “Crossfire: The
Plot that Killed Kennedy,” had been
on the New York Times best-sellers list
and became the polemic film “JFK” directed by Oliver Stone.
I thought I was on the right track
when I read the book’s Introduction.
“A small percentage of these [Illuminati literature] deal with genuine historical documents and reliable research
by reputable scholars, but the vast majority, unfortunately, deal with fanciful
fiction (of the sci-fi or mystery-action
and adventure variety) or misinformation and deliberate disinformation posing as fact and serious scholarship.”
So far, so good.
In this critical era of “fakes,” in
which lies are not just told, but pictures are skillfully edited and even lip
movements are computer doctored, as
explained on “Fake news: do not let
them fool you” (The Commuter, June
2020). One must get the facts backed
by proven reliable sources and crosscheck every affirmation.
A cinematic view dazzles the reader
and sets the stage for the weirdness of
Illuminati.
It describes an initiation ceremony
that took place at Le Château d’Ermenonville near Paris in 1789 and was
excerpted from “Essai sur la Secte des
Illuminés” (Essay on the Cult of the
Illuminati) by Jean-Pierre-Louis de
Luchet.
Staged in the castle with a persistent
odor, an initiate saw what seemed
to be corpses wrapped in shrouds,

but surprisingly they started moving
awkwardly.
As the initiate approached the altar
filled with human skeletons, the priests
tied a pink blood-wetted ribbon on his
head. At some point he removed his
clothes and the priests painted crosses on his skin. The scary excerpt concludes with the recitation of the oath
“In the name of the crucified one…”
by which the candidate swore to detach
himself from all links: family, relatives, friends, authorities, and the king.
However, loyalty to superiors would be
absolute.
Overall, what you get from the book
is an overwhelming miscellaneous assortment of facts and factoids, speculations, stories and ideas. Marrs seems
not concerned with finding out the truth
but rather keeping the conspiracy alive,
which could open a door for sequels –
an excellent book-selling strategy. In
fact, the last line of the book reads:
“The old Illuminati is no more, but
Illuminism casts its shadow across the
world.”
“He knew how to sell books,” a former colleague said after Marrs died.
I will mention examples of the makeup of the book; you will see why it
can be catalogued among spreaders of
“misinformation and deliberate disinformation” – criticized by Marrs in the
Introduction.
Examples of speculation:
•America’s independence and the
foundation of Illuminati were in the
same year, but Marrs’ narrative favors
Illuminati: “And the year in Latin MDCCLXXVI (1776) might represent the
year the Illuminati was formed, more
than the founding of the United States.”
(Page 181)
•“The portrait of the U.S. Dollar
bears a strong resemblance to Adam
Weishaupt, founder of the Illuminati…” – reads the picture caption on
Page 243, where a picture of Weishaupt
– from an unknown source, apparently
from a German publication – is placed
next to George Washington’s. Surprisingly, the familiar portrait of the American hero is Weishaupt’s face.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
Marrs feeds readers conspiracy, fueled primarily by material from “Illuminatus!” that was never meant to be
taken seriously.
•On the reverse of the dollar bill,
the pyramid under the Providence’s
eye, has 13 rows of brick (Page 178).
Thirteen was the number of the original colonies, as well as the number of
horizontal lines on the flag.
Marrs’ explanation is taken from
“The Illuminatus!” – “’Thirteen is, of
course, the traditional code for marijuana’” (Page 242). “Shea and Wilson
did connect Washington with the Illuminati in that both reportedly smoked
marijuana for the medicinal and hallucinatory benefits” (pages 243-4).
Examples of fantastic claims backed
by untrustworthy authority:
•Marrs cites expert John Reitzer,
who shares the ‘uncomfortable conclusion’ as Gardiner and Osborn, namely
that “control over the Earth is being
carried out by persons not of the planet” (Page 346).
To have an idea of how authoritative
the chiropractor Reitzer is, check his
website “Nofakenews,” which contains fallacious pandemic articles, such
as “there is no virus: how to fool the
entire world using seven simple steps.”
•“The evidence of ancient nonhuman
visitation is compelling, almost overwhelming. Cave drawings, cuneiform
tablets of stone, biblical descriptions,
ancient writings and anomalous artifacts around the world attest to the reality of such a presence down through
history.” (Page 348).
To prove such speculation, a combo
of historical facts (Sumerian scripture,
paleolithic rupestrian art), non-specific “ancient writings and anomalous
artifacts” and biblical descriptions
are mentioned. By the way, the Bible
never meant to be a rigorous historical
document.
•“Researchers have encountered too
many connections and coincidences,
along with statements from world leaders, to simply write off the notion of an
attempt at global control by a small,
dedicated group of people,” Marrs
writes (Page 344).
Who are the researchers Marrs alluded to? Is William H. McIlhany – cited
on pages 163, 170, 192-3, 256, 286 –
among them? He was an affiliate with
the radical-right John Birch Society.
In “A primer of Illuminati,” McIlhany claimed that the French Revolution
was unnecessary and was only fueled
by Illuminati’s thirst of power.
“In France, the ten years prior to
1789 had seen the development of
greater social and political reform by
the monarchy than ever before. The
lot of the common people had steadily
improved and there was no visible discontent due to economic misery.” To
McIlhany, the extreme reaction of the
French people was not justified.
As to the “control by a small, dedicated group,” it’s business as usual.
It’s pure capitalism: concentration
of capital, mergers, acquisitions, and

diversification that typically involves
ownership of media outlets.
Eight banks in the world control
$25.1 trillion, equivalent to the U.S.
budget for 7 years, $3,500 for each
person on the planet. On the most catastrophic year for people all over the
world, 2020, Bernard Arnault, Jack
Ma, Jeff Bezos and other super-billionaires got $1.9 trillion richer.
No need to make connections with
convoluted Illuminati maneuvers and
intermediation.
It’s profit above all.
As to the possibility of real celebrities being involved with the powerful
manipulations, on BBC’s “How the
Illuminati conspiracy theory started,”
journalist and author David Bramwell
believes that Jay-Z, Bryanna, Beyonce,
and others are having a lot of fun.
Nothing else.
“The fun must be even more, because their profits are boosted by the
free publicity” – a perspicacious reader would add. Indeed, today’s convergence of various media formats intensifies the marketing of a variety of
products: songs, books, movies and a
multitude of merchandise.
Such convergence associated with
the ease of book publication, be it online or mom-and-pop publishing, magnifies the spread of conspiracies – and
marketing. For example, Marrs’ publisher, Visible Ink Press, specializes
on aliens, astrology, UFOs, vampires,
witches and zombies.
It’s unfortunate that serious investigations on Illuminati get buried by the
millions of misinforming sources. One
of such serious works is “A Culture of
Conspiracy: Apocalyptic Visions in
Contemporary America” by professor
Michael Barkun (Syracuse University).
He “knows his way around the arcane
world of contemporary conspiracy theorists” more “than any other scholar in
America,” a reviewer wrote.
Finally, the “it can be scary out
there” on this article’s title, refers not
to the imminent danger of a totalitarian universal government orchestrated
by an “interlocking directorate of conspirators” (Barkun), but for the distrust
that Illuminati and other conspiracies
are sowing in public discourse.
This massive mess ends up corroding
democratic institutions, components
and practices: public agencies, public
officials' reputation and elections.
Humor can be a serious tool for the
consolidation of ideas. The Illuminati
conspiracist strategy of finding patterns and connecting them to the worst
possible outcome was used by comedian John Oliver in “The Conspiracy
Behind Cadbury Cream Eggs Candy.”
Marrs’ reaction was: “ … One surefire method of deflecting public attention from a serious subject is to make it
the object of ridicule.” (p. 338)
However, his book never proved that
Illuminati was a serious subject.
(To be continued in the November issue.)
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“The Conspiracy Behind Cadbury Cream Eggs Candy.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNS4lecOaAc
“The average Cadbury Creme Egg weighs 34 grams, the
same number of streets as “Miracle on 34th Street.” That’s one
of the most beloved Christmas movies of all time; coincidentally, the Christmas carol “12 Days of Christmas” talks about
“five golden rings” as one of the ideal holiday gifts.
Germany has Europe’s largest supply of gold, and Cadbury
Creme Eggs are made in the United Kingdom – in other words,
only a quick, affordable flight apart. That connection is actually
more of a distraction, because the “truth” lies in the fact that
Cadbury Creme Eggs were originally called Fry Creme Eggs.
Why change the name? Perhaps because “Fry” is a word with
three letters – the same number as the sides of a triangle. And if
you cut a Creme Egg in half and put it at the top of a triangle,
it greatly resembles the Illuminati pyramid.
Concluding, with reason and logic of course, that Cadbury
Creme Eggs are a tool of the Illuminati.”
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The bright future of 3D printing
By Jared Larson
COVID-19 has caused immense
shortages in food, computer chips and
construction material. The unfaltering
organ shortage crisis has worsened by
a 50% decrease in transplants.
3D printing may be the solution to
these problems.
“3D printing is still a new, fascinating technology and it is evolving at a
fast rate,” director of NCC’s Fab Lab
Sean Brandle said.
These advancements in 3D printing
have led to it being recognized as a
great technological resource. Anything
can be printed - tools, toys, clothing,
medical devices, buildings, cars and
even food.
The $11 billion 3D printing industry is expected to reach $28 billion by
2027, according to Emergen Research.
Traditional supply chain challenges
can be alleviated by implementing 3D
printing.
“Prototyping with 3D printers helps
decrease the cost of prototypes, as
well as in-house prototyping for companies,” Brandle said.
Computer-Aided Design and Manufacturing (CADM) professor Louis
Massanova said as speed increases,
companies may not need inventories
as they will be able to print from a file
when needed.
NCC’s director of automotive, industry and manufacturing Kenneth
Nasatka added that the Space Station
has a 3D printer to which NASA sends
3D CAD files. This eliminates the
need to send everything from Earth.
3D printing has led to the first objects stamped, “Made in Space.”
3D printing is an additive manufacturing process where a virtual model is made
into a tangible object. Once a virtual design is created, it is prepared for printing
through a process called “slicing.”

The slicing process divides the model into hundreds of thin layers, breaking the model down into a blueprint for
printing.
3D printers eject semi-liquid plastics
from a nozzle in a process known as
material excursion. Printers follow the
digital blueprint with precision, layering each slice until the digital model is
replicated.
Similar to additive manufacturing,
subtractive manufacturing is the process of a machine (drill or laser) cutting a block of raw material to its desired product.
Offering positives, 3D printing has
great negatives as well. Massanova
said speed needs improvement—a
model of three inches by three inches
by four inches took 36 hours to print.
Another problem associated with 3D
printing is the creation of untraceable
weapons. Program Manager of NCC’s
CAD/CAM Technologies Reginald
Akpom said solutions must be developed as we progress - a balance to retain our individual freedoms.
“It’s not the gun, it’s the person behind the gun,” Massanova said on regulating printing.
With decreasing production costs
and increasing quality, terrorist organizations can easily arm themselves, according to the International Centre for
Counter-Terrorism.
While early 3D printed guns were
spent after one shot, advancements
have put that in the past. All plastic
“ghost guns” can be made secretly, untraceable and undetectable.
In 2016, a semiautomatic handgun
that fired at least 800 rounds was printed. This gun was printed on a machine
that cost around $5,000, the FBI Law
Enforcement Bulletin reported.
It seems the balance Akpom spoke
of is already taking place. As criminals
push the boundaries of 3D printing,
law enforcement agencies are doing

This is the Ultimaker 3D (Additive) printer. Photos by Jared Larson

the same.
Detectives have utilized 3D printing
to recreate crime scenes and remains
(for identifying), duplicating prints and
making detailed models.
Researchers at Michigan State University 3D printed plastic fingerprints
to unlock smartphones, according to
the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin.
The future of 3D printing offers infinite possibilities. From increased
speed, price reduction and succinct
production. In particular, the breadth
of materials is a developing sector.
“Construction companies are already 3D printing concrete foundations
for homes,” Brandle said. “One company is looking to release a new printer
that will recycle saw dust in which you
can print wooden objects.”
Akpom is excited about the future of
CADM at NCC. He hopes to fit a plasma 3D printer into the budget to bring a
professional printer capable of printing

nanomaterials.
A plasma printer has various production capacities, including biomedical.
This could broaden students interests
and encourage them to look into anatomy, biology or medical sectors.
NCC’s program plans to take their
DOBOT Magician, a programmable
robotic arm, to community centers and
high schools to encourage interest in
CADM.
This can be fun for students to experiment but also teaches them fundamental concepts of programming, easing
the transition to previsualization in 3D
printing, Akpom said.
Entirely computer-controlled printing is available. After a virtual model
is made, the DOBOT Magician could
work printers, placing raw material inside and removing the products.
“The sky's the limit at this point.
It’s application and material,” Nasatka
said.

Above: This is the Tormach PCNC 440 Mill (Subtractive machine). Top, right: This is the raw material used by the subtractive machine.
Bottom right: This is a 3D print of Neil Armstrong's glove.
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Mara's Mom Moments

I tested positive for COVID-19
Welcome back to Mara’s Mom
Moments! It’s now October, and the
year is flying by. I wanted to focus
this month’s column on the events I
recently endured. After putting out
the column for September, I tested
positive for COVID-19.
I have no idea where I could
have gotten it. I keep leaving my
house to a minimum and a typical
day consists of me dropping the
kids off at school, picking them up
when it’s time and maybe a trip to
the supermarket. Whenever I step
out, I usually wear a mask and keep
my distance from others. Unfortunately, I’m not vaccinated because
of personal reasons, but even while
being careful, I somehow managed
to contract COVID.
I started experiencing symptoms
on Sept. 2. I felt chilly for most of
the day, but I figured I was just
catching a cold from the changing
season. So, I thought nothing of it,
until I broke into a cold sweat, that’s

By Mara Fernandez

when I knew this was no ordinary
cold.
I drove myself to a pharmacy that
offers rapid testing, and results are
available within 10 minutes. Once I
arrived, I filled out a form and made
my payment of $75. The pharmacist seated me behind a curtain and

swabbed my nose with a long Q-tip,
before sending me back out to my
car to wait for the test to process. It
was the longest 10 minutes of my
life; call it a gut-feeling, but I knew
those results were not going to be
good. And just as expected, the test
came back positive.
The first day was the longest.
My body was so tired, but I barely got any sleep. I couldn’t find the
energy to leave bed, only getting up
for the occasional trip to the bathroom. My meals consisted of a couple crackers and lots of water. My
temperature fluctuated throughout
the day, the highest I recorded was
103.4 degrees.
Things had gotten worse by the
second day, and for the next three
days, I couldn’t eat, taste or smell.
The fevers were slowly coming
down, but then came the coughing.
These coughs were so intense they
would leave me breathless. Anything cold would trigger a coughing

fit, so I drank a lot of hot tea. After
a while, I got to the chest pains everyone talks about.
By the fifth day, I grew lonely.
Everyone talks about all the physical things that happen with COVID,
but they fail to realize the emotional
aspect of it. Being stuck in a room
alone was difficult, but not being
able to hug or kiss my children was
the hardest of all.
By day six and seven, my anxiety had taken over. Physically, my
body was starting to recover, but
my mind was kicked into overdrive.
I tried to find ways to keep myself
occupied, so I wouldn’t feel so
trapped. I read a lot of books, painted a lot of canvases and organized
a bunch of closets until my fever
broke.
Being diagnosed with COVID
was immensely draining, both
physically and emotionally. When I
reached the end of it, all I wanted
to do was hug my kids. And when
I could, my heart felt full, it was
in that moment that I finally felt
rejuvenated.
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