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Roe V. Wade

Women across the U.S. mourn the harsh reality that
will affect all Americans
By Kaitlyn Seawood
After waking on June 24, to learn
that the Supreme Court had overruled Roe v. Wade, my friend in
California responded by covering
her car with pro-choice slogans:
"ALL WOMEN AND PEOPLE DESERVE
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS"
"BANNING ABORTION IS BANNING SAFE
ABORTION”
and
“I AM HUMAN, NOT YOUR PROPERTY.”

The following day, I was running
errands in Allentown. I stopped at
Five Below, where I noticed they
had a selection of window paint
markers located in the party section. I thought about my friend in
California.
I decided to buy one and immediately wrote on the rear window
of my car: “MOTHERHOOD
SHOULD BE A CHOICE!” I continued with my errands and stopped
at Aldi’s to purchase a few items
for a dinner I was planning to make
that night.
After spending less than 15 minutes in the store, I returned to discover a sticky note on my driver’s
side window that read: “Birth control is also a choice.” I got into my
car and reread it - I didn’t know
whether to laugh or to cry. As a
woman who utilizes the ability to
safely access contraceptives, I was
also aware of the possibilities that
could follow the overturning of
abortion rights. I knew it wouldn’t
be long befire contraceptives became the next target, and I wasn’t
the only one with this fear.
On July 21, the House passed
legislation to ensure access to contraceptives nationwide.
Numerous Republicans believe
that abortion rights and access to
contraceptives are related issues,
according to New York Times congressional correspondent, Annie
Karni.
Karni highlighted a measure that
passed 228 to 195 in the House,
with eight Republicans supporting
Democrats which protects the right
to purchase and use contraception

without government restriction.
While birth control remains legal
everywhere in the United States, several states allow doctors and pharmacists to refuse to prescribe or dispense
contraceptives. Legal experts have
raised concerns that justices could apply the argument for overturning Roe
v. Wade and direct it to limiting access
to contraceptives.
Supporters of birth control accessability are concerned that lawmakers
could exploit the prohibition on abortion and follow with restrictions on
birth control.
“We know that abortion is health
care, and so for that to be restricted by
the courts would make many people
concerned that contraception would be
affected next,” said assistant professor
of obstetrics and gynecology at UMass
Medical school, Tara Kumaraswami.
Amanda Holpunch with The New
York Times wrote about the rise in
birth control and abortion pills in
many states that have banned or plan
to ban abortion. She wrote that after
less than 48 hours following the Supreme Court’s decision to grant states
the ability to ban abortion, health care

providers have noticed an increase in
interest regarding birth control, emergency contraception and abortion
pills.
“The increased demand reflected
a growing concern that the court’s
ruling was part of a broader effort to
prevent Americans from determining
for themselves when and whether to
become pregnant,” said Holpunch.
Alex Brigg, assistant professor of
Communication Studies and Women’s
Club adviser, discussed the deficiency
of awareness surrounding the negative
views on abortion.
“I truly believe so much of that
behavior comes from a lack of basic
understanding of the reproductive

system and abortion itself,” said
Briggs.
“There seems to be this misconception that the top use of
abortion is birth control when, in
reality, many abortions are those
for non-viable pregnancies to
save the woman’s life.”
To this day, I still have the
message on my window and I
have no intentions of getting rid
of it. I enjoy seeing people’s reactions while I am driving around,
or stuck in traffic. I’ve received
disappointed nods, pointing followed by cheering, and some just
read and smile.

Here is a list of resources for students and others to utilize:
https://www.plannedparenthood.org
https://brighthopecenters.org/
https://www.pregnancylancaster.com/en/
https://allentownwomenscenter.com
You can also call or visit the NCC Health and Wellness Center to
schedule an appointment with a nurse practitioner.
Bethlehem Campus: College Center 120, 610-861-5365
Monroe Campus: Pocono Hall 134 570-369-1718
healthcenter@northampton.edu

An opinion written on the back from an owners car was met with criticism. Photo credit: Kaitlyn Seawood.
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A stop sign in Bethlehem displays anti-Trump graffiti.

By Chris Devlin
This article will be published as
opinion, but pretending that it’s not
a fact that MAGA is not a reasonable political movement is becoming exhausting…if not dangerous.
In the wake of the FBI raid of
Donald Trump’s Mar-A-Lago property, where he was holding classified documents allegedly stolen
from the White House, MAGA opponents are feeling vindicated, yet,
Trump’s supporters are unfazed, if
not doubling down on their support.
On Sept 1, President Joe Biden
gave an impassioned speech outside Independence Hall in Philadelphia warning of the threat MAGA
poses to American democracy. Predictably, MAGA supporters, who
have been flying “Let’s Go Brandon” flags (or worse) for two years,
feigned outrage over the “divisiveness” of Biden’s speech.
To MAGA, everything they don’t
agree with, politically or otherwise,
is a hoax, “fake news” or a “witch
hunt.” MAGA even treats something as simple as election results
as a matter of debate (unless they
win, of course) -- not just the 2020

presidential election, but even following (or during) local elections
and state-level primaries. Trumpist
candidates cry foul without producing any credible evidence to
back up their accusations – including Kari Lake, who at first claimed
fraud as the results were rolling in
during Arizona’s recent gubernatorial primary, which Lake ended up
winning – quieting her election-integrity concerns.
Enter Doug Mastriano, a far-right
extremist, propagator of the Big Lie
(that Trump won the 2020 election),
current Pennsylvania state senator
and Trump-endorsed (of course)
Republican candidate for governor.
Mastriano is running against
Democrat Josh Shapiro, Pennsylvania attorney general and standard
center-left political candidate. Shapiro’s campaign has focused largely on the dangers that his opponent presents, frequently tweeting
reasons that Pennsylvania voters
should do everything in their power
to keep Mastriano out of office:
“Doug Mastriano wants to ban
abortion in Pennsylvania — and
(Mastriano, continued on Page 3)
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(Mastriano, Continued from Page 2)

our Republican Legislature is determined to help
him.”
“Doug Mastriano doesn’t support marriage
equality. He says it’s ‘untraditional’ and against
the Bible. He doesn’t believe LGBTQ+ couples
should be allowed to adopt because ‘it’s madness.’ He supports conversion therapy for kids
because ‘they’re confused.’”
“Doug Mastriano would handpick a Secretary of State who’ll decertify our elections with
the stroke of a pen. He wants to kick every voter
off the registration rolls in Pennsylvania — all 9
million of us. He said it himself.”
The problem is that these are not extreme views
in the eyes of MAGA, but the movement’s core
tenets. MAGA Republicans do not deny ownership of these discriminatory and anti-democratic
ideas, they celebrate it and insist all who oppose
are the actual radicals, such as Trump frequently referring to Biden as a member of the “radical left.” Following suit, Mastriano has accused
Shapiro of espousing “radical ideologies and
policies that hurt our state and country.”
Anyone with any inkling of the breadth of
the political spectrum understands calling Biden
or Shapiro radical in either direction is a blatant
fallacy, but that doesn’t stop MAGA politicians
from making the claim and MAGA supporters
from believing it to be true, or at least claiming
they do.
In obvious reality, Trump and Mastriano are
the extreme politicians. The Jan. 6 Committee
has exposed Trump’s role in inciting a coordinated attack on the U.S. Capitol, which Doug Mastriano, not only attended, but spent thousands of
dollars from his campaign budget to transport
other MAGA supporters to the event that culmi-

nated in unprecedented violence. Mastriano also
joined MAGA rioters in crossing police lines at
the Capitol.
Furthermore, Shapiro has gained considerable
and notable Republican support, likely due a
combination of his moderate politics and Mastriano’s extreme liabilities, such as his personal
and financial connections to white supremacists
via Gab, a far-right social media platform. More
Republicans have gravitated toward Shapiro after a photo of Mastriano (voluntarily) dressed in
a Confederate soldier uniform surfaced.
Does Doug Mastriano have any Democratic
support to speak of? Of course not - he’s a Big
Lie promoting, Jan. 6 rioting, (at best) racially
insensitive, outspoken far-right threat to democracy, who has promised to strip any rights that
go against his own extreme and discriminatory
ideology.
Republicans and Democrats will disagree
about almost everything until the end of time,
but to preserve democracy, voters in Pennsylvania and across the U.S. must join forces in taking
a stand against dangerous political extremism
(actual extremism by definition, not just empty words) presented by the likes of Mastriano,
Trump and his MAGA movement.
A jarring, yellow, anti-Shapiro billboard on
Route 22 outside of Bethlehem reads, “Like violent crime? You’ll love Josh Shapiro.” This is
preposterous. If you asked Shapiro if supports
violent crime, he would respond with something
like, “No, of course not. What a stupid question.”
But if you asked Mastriano if he is against
abortion rights and marriage equality, he would
confirm that, yes, he is against those things. If
you asked Mastriano if climate change is real, he
would say, “It is not … It’s fake science. And it’s
a racket at the academic level,” as he told WEEO
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News Talk during a 2018 interview.
If you asked Mastriano how he feels about
DACA recipients, or Dreamers, he would tell
you they are “illegal and they shouldn’t be
here” and “they need to go back home” – actual quotes from the same interview, as reported
by Rolling Stone.
Mastriano wears his extremity on his sleeve.
The 2022 U.S. midterm elections will be held
on Tuesday, Nov. 8. The deadline to register to
vote in Pennsylvania is Oct. 24; and Oct. 18
in New Jersey. In both states, absentee ballot
requests must be submitted by Nov. 1.
Be sure to check your voter registration status to confirm your eligibility to vote. Confirm
polling place location and hours before Election Day.
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/pages/VoterRegistrationApplication.aspx

Doctor's and Women:
The victims of Roe v. Wade

By Karolina Piwarska
When Roe vs. Wade was overturned on
June 24, women across the United States felt
anger, fear, and sadness. On the other side of
the world, women in Poland understood their
pain.
Poland has been going through its own
battle in regards to abortion rights for many
years now. In 2020, after the introduction of
a near total ban, their outcries were similar to
those of Americans now.
In Poland, abortion was legalized in 1956,
but after the fall of communism in '89, the
Catholic Church once again regained power.
With their support, Polish Parliament instilled
another abortion ban in '93. The exceptions to
this ban were if the fetus poses a danger to the
health or life of the mother, rape or incest, and
fetal abnormalities.
On Oct. 22, 2020, Polish women lost the
right to have abortions due to fetal abnormalities, which made up most of the country's legal abortion numbers. With only about
a thousand patients per year receiving legal
abortions in Poland, thousands more traveled
abroad due to the restrictions created by these
laws.
Although rape is one of the exceptions
listed in the ban, in order to be considered
for a legal abortion, the woman is required to
have a certificate from the prosecutor of her
case. So victims too afraid to go to trial, those

Around 100,000 protestors gathered on the streets of Warsaw in response to the near total abortion ban in Poland in 2020.
Photograph: Lukasz Pawel Szczepanski from Shutterstock.

who do not know their attacker or those who cannot prove their case beyond reasonable doubt in
court, are forced to carry the child or seek help in
neighboring countries.
Another obstacle that women face with these
exceptions is what can be classified as harmful to
the life or health of the mother, and at what point
is a doctor allowed to act on it.
Many hospitals in Poland no longer offer access to abortions and for those that do, the fear of
facing legal consequences is always present. With

every abortion that is provided, a doctor opens
themselves up to the possibility of being accused
of acting too soon and potentially being arrested
for breaking the law.
The consequences of these restrictions can be
seen in the deaths of Izabela Sajbor and “Agnieszka T.” in situations where doctors acted too late. In
both cases, the women died of sepsis. The doctors
are facing malpractice suits.
(Poland, continued on Page 4)
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Sajbor was pregnant with a baby that she was
told would have a life expectancy of a year, if it
did not die in the womb beforehand. When her
water broke prematurely, doctors waited until
the child’s heart stopped beating before attempting life-saving measures on the mother.
Before she died, during an exchange through
texts with her mother, Sajbor stated, “They cannot help as long as the fetus is alive thanks to the
anti-abortion law. A woman is like an incubator”
(NYT).
In a similar situation where doctors were confined by laws rather than led by their Hippocratic Oath, Agnieszka T died after complications
during her pregnancy with twins. After one of
the twins had died, doctors refused to act until a
week later when the second twin followed and
its heart had stopped. By then, it was too late to
save the mother.
Many young women, and even husbands, looking to bear children and build their families, now
fear entering the process of motherhood. Worrying that if something goes wrong during the
pregnancy, the doctors would act for the sake of
the child rather than save the mothers life.
These consequences are a terrifying reality
for many women in America. Life-saving pro-

Feature
cedures can now be obstructed by laws, causing
many doctors to have their hands tied due to legal ramifications.
Dr. Louise King, an obstetrician and gynecologist in Boston Women’s Hospital said, “Laws
will exist that ask [physicians] to deprioritize the
person in front of them and to act in a way that is
medically harmful. And the penalty for not doing
so will be loss of license, money loss, potentially
even criminal sanctions” (NPR).
Although not every state has followed the bans
that started to surface after Roe vs. Wade was
overturned, those who did lack a clear decision
on when an abortion enters the realm of legal after it poses a danger to the mother. It may take
years, and many trials, for medical professionals
to know when they can or cannot act to save the
life of a mother. The fear of being charged with a
felony and facing prison time will result in many
women dying, due to this stage of trial and error.
The different states' standings range from a
full ban, gestational limits (as early as six weeks
in Ohio and Georgia), ban blocked, ban coming,
legal but limited and legal. Those with gestational limits at six weeks run the risk of women not
even knowing they’re pregnant within that short
of a time frame and losing their right to an abortion. Others may not experience life-threatening
complications so early in their term and have
limited options if something goes wrong towards
the end.

The Commuter

The states that have full bans on abortions
are Alabama, Arkansas, Idaho, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas and Wisconsin. Many
of these states also do not offer an exception in
regards to rape or incest.
While in America we have no reported deaths in
relation to these abortion bans as of yet, there are
already instances of people crossing state lines
with hopes to access necessary abortions. One
of the many examples is the abused 10-year-old
girl from Ohio, who traveled to Indiana in order
to abort her child (USA Today).
While this is only of the many, neighboring
states such as Indiana, who have not been affected by these bans just yet, are going to see
an influx of women searching for help at their
clinics. Furthermore, in states where an abortion
is only viable when it proves to be harmful to
the mother, if the doctors performing these procedures fear for their safety, what’s to come of
the women who will die without them?

“They cannot help as
long as the fetus is alive
thanks to the anti-abortion law. A woman is
like an incubator”

Protestors holding signs that translate to "Not Loing Another One", in response to the wpem who ost their lives due to the abrtion ban.
Photo credit: Wiola Wiaderek from Shutterstock.
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Kaitlyn Seawood - Deputy Editor
Karolina Piwarska - Editor
Hi everyone, the name's Karo! This is
my second semester working for the
Commuter and first as editor-in-chief.
I am currently a Psychology major
and once that's completed, I plan on
returning to major in Journalism as
well. I enjoy painting, working on my
mystery novel, and watching thriller/
horror movies. That is, when I have
the time to do so,. I work full-time at
a brewery in Allentown, go to school
and have a rambunctious puppy
named Kenji, so free-time has become
increasingly rare. I'm looking forward
to this upcoming semester and having the opportunity to provide you
all with campus and worldly news!

Chris Devlin - Web Editor
This is Chris Devlin reporting live from
NCC!Iamenteringmythirdyearworking
for The Commuter, fifth semester. I spent
my first three semesters, from Fall 2020
through Fall '21, as editor. In Spring '21, we
brought in the legendary Jared Larson as
editor-in-chief and I became web editor,
my current post. I am also a regular staff
writer and the twisted mind behind The
Commuter's highly contentious monthly comic...don't miss it! Outside of The
Commuter, I'm down for any kind of adventure...the more the thrilling, the better!

Hi, I’m Kaitlyn and I have been writing for The
Commuter since January 2022 as a staff member
and at the end of the spring semester I was offered the
deputy editor position. I write articles about anything
and everything; interviews, personal pieces, campus
events and more. I will be graduating this upcoming
spring and continuing my studies in Journalism
at a local university. I also serve as President for the
Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society Beta
Beta Chi chapter at Monroe campus, Secretary for
student governance and I’m active in Women’s Club.
I enjoy kayaking, hiking, painting, music, collecting
house plants, and playing with my pet cat. I’m so
excited to see The Commuter thrive these next
two semesters, I hope everyone enjoys us this year!

Thanh-Thanh Nguyen
Copy Editor
Hey, my name is Thanh-Thanh
(just Thanh is fine). I’ve been the
copyeditor for The Commuter since
May 2021 and recently started writing
articles too. I’m a Journalism major
and will be graduating in Spring 2023.
When I’m not doing schoolwork,
at my part-time job or working on
The Commuter, you can usually find
me with my nose in a book. I also
enjoy baking, comedy specials and
long video essays about anything. I’m
looking forward to this next year and
can’t wait to write for everyone!
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Jett Olson - Staff Writer
People often wonder who this Jett Olson fellow is. There are many theories surrounding their existence, but the most
agreed-upon information is that they
joined NCC in 2021 and became a Staff
Writer for their Commuter newspaper
in August 2022 under Professor Robert
Hays’ recommendation. While generally a fiction writer on off days, Jett has written
reviews of concerts in the past on occasion, albeit unpublished, and in the future may write
editorials, opinion pieces, and further reviews.
Jett has been an active member of the Monroe
Film Club as well, having contributed to the
Invisible Disabilities PSAs about ADHD (although said disability is merely suspected). As a
hobbyist, Jett is speculated to enjoy drawing art
and movies, as well as hanging out with their dog
and building cities in video games. Nonetheless, Jett’s contributions are expected to be atthe
very least passable in these coming semesters.
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Gregory Dante - Staff Writer
Hello all, my name is Gregory Dante, and I am part of
the Staff for the Commuter’s 2022 Fall Semester! I officially started my journey into journalism last semester,
in writing some articles for the Commuter through an
NCC Journalism class, so I am excited to be on staff full
time. I write quite a lot, so anything that I see or think
about, whether it be an article about an auto show, student finances, or the current book I’m writing about
a king in a fantasy world, can end up being something
that I want to share to the world in written form. Other
than the Commuter, I am taking classes part time here
at NCC, while working at a local casino full-time, so
there is plenty that keeps me going throughout a week.
When I do get time to relax, I enjoy gaming, doing martial arts, and traveling, especially to foreign lands, such as
Europe and Asia. I intend to graduate in Spring 2024
and hope to be with the Commuter for most of that
time, so if you see me, feel free to say hi! I hope that
this Fall is one to remember, for all the right reasons,
and everyone gets all they want out of this 2022 year!
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Jesus Zaldivar - Staff Writer
Contributor to The Commuter as well
as a Media Production (Filmmaking)
student at NCC. I have previously
conducted biomedical/ environmental research in South America, Europe,
and six states in the U.S. My interests
reside in investigative journalism,
feature and human interest articles.
I admire W.C. Heinz, Jack Hart, and
journalists who report news in context, accurately, elegantly and succinctly. I appreciate readers' feedback: jesus.
zaldivar@student.northampton.edu
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Sustainability stops by NCC’s
Resource Fair & Food Truck Day

Photo of the Nature's Way Market at NCC. Photo Credit: Thanh-Thanh Nguyen.

By Thanh-Thanh Nguyen
With sustainability and clean living
on the rise and trending in recent years,
Nature’s Way Market stopped by NCC’s
Resource Fair & Food Truck Day to inform
students about their products and services.
The local natural market, located in Easton,
Pa., has been apart of the community for 47 years
and specializing in bulk herbs, spices, nuts, seeds,
meats, eggs, milk, honey, tea and coffee. Also,
offering vegan and dairy-free options, as well.
“I feel like it’s been a great part of the
community for a long time and it’s a great place to
work.” says Assistant Manager Eliana Sekkidou.
Nature’s Way get their produce from
three local farms, while honey comes
from three local apiaries, they also support
local supplement lines, Sekkidou shares.
“We try to be as organic as possible,
but we can’t always.So, we try to be
as clean as possible,” says Sekkidou
Nature’s Way Market also offers refills on
soaps, shampoos, detergents and essentials oils,
which can be refilled by bringing one’s own
bottles. Glass, aluminum and plastic bottles
are also sold and can be reused later, and paper
bags are offered to reduce the use of plastic bag.
“It’s awesome more people are getting into this
now, it’s really encouraging!”, adds Sekkidou.
Nature’s Way Market, located at 143
Northampton St. Easton, Pa., currently offers
students a 10 percent discount on any white tag
prepacked foods or supplements. Their hours are
Monday-Tuesday, 10 a.m.- 6 p.m., WednesdaySaturday 9 a.m.- 6p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Learn more about Nature’s Way via their
Facebook: Natures Way, Instagram: @easton.
naturesway, and sign up for their monthly
newsletter
at
natureswayeaston.com.
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The Sherman Theatre

The beating heart of the Poconos
By Jett Olson
The Lehigh Valley is wellknown for its music scene. Bethlehem’s annual Musikfest draws
in crowds and acts from within,
and all around, the United States.
However, going up Route 33 into
Stroudsburg, there is an equally important, equally historic
venue—the Sherman Theater.
Opened in 1929 as a Vaudeville venue, the Sherman transitioned to movies during the rise
of talkies. However, the theater
succumbed to a series of disasters, including a fire in April of
1944 and was closed in the 1990s
due to disrepair. In 2004, however, the Berkowitz family restored the theater, and it has since
seen massive success, being a
top-ranked venue nationwide
in a 2011 poll by Pollstar.com.
Despite its fresh coat, the Sherman still grounds itself in its
historical roots. “There actually is still some projector equipment… currently in the theater in
storerooms and used as decoration,” says John Isolda, a 5-year
sound engineer and stagehand
at the Sherman. Rebecca Ashdot, a more recent staff member,
stated that the venue apparently
contains underground tunnels.
The theater nowadays maintains
three major venues—the main
Sherman, the smaller Sherman
Showcase, and the larger collaborations with Mount Airy Casino—
and donates to local festivals like
Stroudfest, making its influence

A crowd gathered outside the Sherman, c. 2020. Courtesy of PoconoGo: https://poconogo.com/attraction/sherman-theater/. License
and photographer unknown.

county-wide. About this, Isolda
said “we always seem to bring
something to the table that would
not have been possible without
a local production company.”
From my personal experience as a volunteer, the customers and staff have been incredibly friendly with each other.
“We know a lot of people who
come through the doors,” Ashdot
said. “My coworkers are people
I call friends,” she said, before
recommending their boss Zack.
But while fulfilling, work
such as setting up for performers may be just as demanding. “I
have been working out of house
and on the road with the theater doing stage builds, running

events and working with touring
bands,” said Isolda . “Although
it’s definitely something I enjoy.”
As a nonprofit organization, the
Sherman has had many volunteers for non-security personnel,
but since the pandemic volunteering has decreased. Some, from
my experience before and after
2020, have upgraded to a paid
wage, but some have left entirely.
“I personally think that is because
a great portion of our volunteers
are usually in the older citizen
category,” Isolda said. Ashdot,
meanwhile, speculated that it may
be due to mere lack of interest or
knowledge about the opportunity.
Despite its social impacts
throughout the county, the per-

“It has allowed me to broaden my appreciation of
music of all kinds." - Rebecca Ashdot

sonal impacts on its affiliates cannot be understated.
“It has allowed me to broaden my appreciation for music
of all kinds,” Ashdot wrote,
“and it is my most favorite job
I have had so far…. The environment is always welcoming.”
Isolda relayed his own experiences,“I did not go to college,
so everything I have learned,
besides my hobbied (sic) interests in sound, have been with
the company…. After the industry closed for the pandemic,
I had tons of free time and used
a lot and things I have learned…
to start creating my own music and even going to start a
band…. Working in that climate
has helped me find an interest I
didn’t know I had and gave me
great knowledge to excel in it.”
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Film Noir
By Jesus Zaldivar
It has been reported (UNESCO,
2014) that in 2013 approximately
7,600 feature movies, those exceeding
a forty-minutes duration, were
produced, which translates into a
production of about 20 movies a day.
Although that production took place in
86 countries, more than half occurred
in India, the U.S., China, Japan and
France and the United Kingdom.
Such ever-increasing production
makes it necessary to group movies.
One classification approach considers
fictional
narrative,
non-fictional
narrative (for example, real-life
documentaries), and experimental,
which refers to a sequence of
presented images that are subject to
open interpretation by the viewers.
Alternatively, a movie can be a
hybrid; a mix of these categories.
An important aspect of storytelling
is that stories make sense, and are
easily remembered, when in context,
i.e., situated within points of reference
such as time and space. This makes
it possible for stories to answer
specific questions: what, where,
when, how stories happen and who
is involved. In fact, this approach
benefits storytelling in general, be
it audio, audio-visual or written.
Such frames of reference are called
conventions in films. The “what” is
the theme, the “where” is the setting,

Ann Savage (Vera) and Tom Neal (Al Roberts) in “Detour” (1945).

the “how” materializes through
presentation (presented by the
chosen cinematographic techniques
and story formulas, which contain
the patterns of a story unfolding), and
the “who” refers to character types.
Moreover, the movie itself
and according to the format
it selects to unfold, ends up
belonging to a specific category,
often a “movement” – the body
of artistic expressions featuring
similar patterns such as German

Expressionism,
the
New
American Cinema, and so on.
There are cases in which
the filmmaker intentionally
contests a movement, which is
considered an anti-movement.
Or alternatively, there is no
full adherence nor rejection,
the film incorporates elements
(techniques such as lighting,
non-linear
editing,
etc.),
from this or that movement.
Another way of grouping

movies is by genre. “Looking
at movies by Barsam &
Monahan’s,” identifies six major
American
genres:
Western,
Gangster,
Science
Fiction,
Horror, Musical and Film Noir.
To put film noir, the subject
of this article, in perspective,
it may be beneficial to quickly
review the 50 years that followed
World War I, from which the
U.S. emerged as an extraordinary
economic and military power.

"Film Noir seemed to bring out the best in everyone"

William Holden (Joe Gillis) and Gloria Swanson ( Desmond) in Sunset Boulevard (1950)

Indeed, a thrilling decade followed
WWI, involving jazz, gangsters,
prohibition (the ban on liquors) and
unsustainable excesses. “The Roaring
1920s” culminated however, in the Wall
Street crash of 1929. The excruciating
pain of the Great Depression
persisted throughout the 1930s,
and the 1940s decade unveiled yet

another catastrophe, World War II.
Thousands of men were
deployed to the front line and
to keep the American economy
functioning, women had to
substitute the male workforce.
On the cultural front, writers such
as Raymond Chandler, Dashiell
Hammett, and Horace McCoy

wrote “hardboiled stories”
about unglamorous crime,
heroes of dubious character, and
inhabiting a cynical society. This
type of literature was known
as “Roman Noir” in France.
When WWII ended, although
victorious, many traumatized
men had difficulty getting jobs,
readapting to civilian life and
felt powerless at home, reunited
with their now autonomous
and
empowered
wives.
To make it worse, the
late 1940s and 1950s was a
period of distrust, political
prosecution,
McCarthyism,
and the Cold War which led
to the long years of “war and
post war disillusionment,”
according to filmmaker and
scholar Paul Schrader, who
wrote scripts such as “Raging
Bull" and “Taxi Driver.”
On the other side of the
Atlantic, in Germany, ferocious
antisemitism
resulted
in

emigration of great film directors
such as Fritz Lang and Billy
Wilder to the United States. These
expatriates were practitioners
of German Expressionism, a
movement that emphasized a
form in which light, darkness and
unusual camera angles moved
audiences to strong emotions.
Moreover, German occupation
blocked French access to American
movies. “In 1946 French critics
having missed Hollywood films for
five years saw suddenly, sharply,
a darkening tone, darkest around
the crime film” wrote British
film historian Raymond Durgnat
in the 1970 “Paint it Black: The
Family Tree of the Film Noir”.
By natural association with the
Roman Noir, they called these
movies film noir, and they were
vastly different from the glamorous
movies of traditional Hollywood.
(Film noir, continued on Page 9)
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(Film noir, continued from Page 8)
Film noir, literally “black
movie” in French, is defined by
Schrader as “those Hollywood
films of the 40s and early 50s which
portrayed the world of dark, slick
city streets, crime and corruption.”
They are detective or thriller
movies characterized by cynicism,
often nihilism (no acceptance of
religious ideas or moral principles,
a life without meaning), low key
lighting which was influenced
by German Expressionism, and
expressed an overall somber mood.
To facilitate comprehension,
it may be better to refer to
specific
examples
of
film
noir before enumerating the
characteristics of the genre.
According to Schrader, film
noirs were produced in three
periods 1941-1945, 1945-1951,
and 1953-1959. In the first period
produced works such as “The
Maltese Falcon,” “Casablanca”
and “Detour.” The second period
is well-known for its masterpiece,
“The Third Man.” The third
period considered the “cream of
film noir period,” counts “Sunset
Boulevard” as its representative
classic. Some scholars even
consider that there exists a fourth
period, neo-noir films, which can
be represented by “Chinatown.”
It is remarkable that in the last

50 years, many great movies have
incorporated film noir elements,
and have even been placed in the
neo-noir film category. Besides
“Chinatown,” it is also the case with
“Raging Bull,” “Taxi Driver,” “Blade
Runner,” “Seven” and many others.
Forty-six years after the
publication of the seminal “Notes
on film-noir,” Paul Schreder told
Film Professor Annette Insdorf
at Columbia University, that he
refuses to accept the neo-noir
category. For him, film noir was
born in a specific time, with specific
techniques, and limited budgets,
which cannot be matched today.
Among the conventions of film
noir, six aspects are relevant: theme,
setting, presentation, story formula,
character types and cast. The themes
may include fatalism, which refers
to events that are predetermined
and inevitable, cynicism, nihilism,
and often absurdity. The setting
can be urban, which can be seen in
examples like the “Maltese Falcon”
which was based in San Francisco,
or poorly illuminated indoors.
Presentation,predominantly
black and white, to which
“Chinatown” acts as an exception,
accentuates the interplay of light
and darkness. Which in association
with camera angles and photo
composition, create a specific mood.
It “is above all a visual style,” wrote
Susan Hayward in “Key concepts

in

cinema studies” in 1996.
The story formula relied on
low budgets, second category,
“B”
movies,
stories
with
unexpected turns, as well as not
the typical happy-ending movie.
The character types featured
antihero protagonists, who led
unglamorous lives which can be
seen in examples like detective
Sam
Spade
(“The
Maltese
Falcon”), American war racketeer
/ expatriate Rick (“Casablanca”),
poor hitchhiker musician Al

"The world
of dark, slick
streets, crime ,
and corruption"
Roberts (“Detour”), writer of
mediocre westerns Hollis Martin
(“The Third Man”), Hollywood
screenwriter Joe Gillis (“Sunset
Boulevard”), modest detective
Jake
Gittes
(“Chinatown.”).
Typically, a “femme-fatale”
(“deadly woman”), who is
portrayed as seductive, deceptive,
autonomous and determined
the protagonist’s fate. A few
women
who
encompassed
these characteristics were Ruth
(“The Maltese Falcon”), Ilsa
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(“Casablanca”), Vera (“Detour”),
Ann
(“The
Third
man”
Norma (“Sunset Boulevard”)
and
Evelyn
(“Chinatown”).
The cast was often composed
of unknown actors, or actors in
a phase of pre-stardom, which
was the case for many of the
previously mentioned movies.
Film noirs are a testimony
that when storytelling and
techniques
are
good
and
imaginative, even unglamorous
life stories become fascinating
and the films become ageless.
To conclude with the words
of Paul Schrader: “film noir was
immensely creative – probably
the most creative in Hollywood
history – at least if this creativity
is measured not by its peaks but
by its median level of artistry
period. Film noir seemed to bring
out the best in everyone: directors,
cameramen,screenwriters,
actors. Again and again, a film
noir will make the high point
on an artist career graph.”

Venture into the World of Film Noir

First Period: 1941 - 1945

-“The Maltese Falcon” (1941) in which Detective Sam Spade (Humphrey Bogart investigates a murder and the
recovery of a valuable statuette.
-“Casablanca” (1942). An expatriate and war racketeer American “Rick” Blaine (Bogart) is surprised when the
love of his life, Ilsa Lund (Ingrid Bergman), now a married woman reappears. Despite his deep love, he gives her
up and helps the couple to escape from Morocco.
-“Detour” (1945). Poor musician Al Roberts (Tom Neal), hitchhikes cross country to meet his artist fiancée in
Los Angeles; on the last leg of the trip, the man who offered him a ride dies unexpectedly and he becomes the
driver. When he picks femme-fatale “Vera” (Ann Savage) his life turns into hell; later, Roberts kills her involuntarily.
He becomes a vagrant, aware of the tragic end awaiting him: jail.

Second Period: 1945 - 1951
-“The Third Man” (1946) the protagonist, Hollis Martin (Joseph Cotten), is a mediocre American writer of
westerns who travels to Vienna, hired by childhood friend, Holly Martin (Orson Welles), now a racketeer. The
mysterious friend simulates his own death. Martin unveils the case, realizing that Holly is nothing more than
a selfish, cynical man; unfortunately, his love for the woman he likes doesn’t materialize, as the last scene
suggests.

Third Period: 1953 - 1959
-“Sunset Boulevard” (1950) as its representative classic. Unknown Hollywood’s screenwriter, Joe
Gillis (William Holden) arrives by chance to a neglected mansion and ends up having a troubled affair
with delusional former silent movie star, Norma Desmond (Gloria Swanson.) Gillis’ life ends in tragedy.
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