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What's on the president's mind?
An interview with Dr. David Ruth

By Jesus Zaldivar
Since becoming NCC’s fifth
president three months ago, boosting
the college enrollment has been
job one for David Ruth. One of
the outcomes of the pandemic was
decreased enrollment.
Boosting enrollment targets both,
students aiming at credits for further
transfer to a four-year institution
and students who aim at joining
the workforce immediately after
graduation.
The second priority aims at
further developing the potential of
NCC’s Monroe campus, which Ruth
says will involve “reimagining” and
“rebranding” the campus to better
serve the needs of credit students
as well the workforce-right-way
students.
Toward that end, a leadership
change is underway. Ruth brough
back Mike McGovern, former vice
president of Academic Affairs, from
retirement to be the interim lead of
the transition team. A national search
is underway to identify candidates
for key positions.
The third one is students’
infrastructure. This priority is tightly
connected to the first one. Boosted
enrollment should translate to a
boosted retention rate and ultimately
a boosted graduation rate.
The predominant low-income
students at NCC need assistance - first
and foremost, financial. In fact, Ruth
recognizes that although financial
aid may cover tuition and fees “in
the grand scheme of things they are
just a little piece of the whole: there
is childcare, gas, car repair, rent,
medicines, etc.”
Students have confided to Ruth
that, “I'm so grateful to be able to go
to school here but I am still worried
how I'm gonna pay for groceries for
my kids, how I'm going to afford to
take the bus, to get to NCC.”
During his tenure as vice president
and chief of staff, Ruth was the chief
adviser to former President Mark
Erickson, while overseeing key
administrative areas such as Strategic
Planning, Institutional Research,
Government
and
Community
Relations and Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion, as well as Global

A photo of Dr. Ruth sitting at his desk. Credit Jesus Zaldivar.

Education and International Student
Services.
So, besides providing bus tokens
and other assistance, Ruth regularly
reaches out to the community for
donations, by means of events like
the Giving Day.
Moreover, instead of overseeing
things from the distant College
Center fourth floor, he wants to
be in touch with the students and
the NCC community. That’s why
he instituted “Meet with President
Ruth.” During these open office
hours students can drop in at his
office, with no appointment, on a
“first come, first serve” basis.
“I want the members of the
campus community to know that
I'm listening to them and that I
want to engage them to make NCC
the very best it can be,” says Ruth,
emphasizing his willingness to open
communication, “if you are hearing
some buzz or hearing a rumor, or
something doesn't sound right, call
us and we’ll help set this straight for
you.”
The new president knows firsthand that being in touch with
students makes a difference. In
fact, until recently, Ruth taught
Developmental Math. One of his
students “was in her 60s, nervous
because she wasn't in school for a
while and was terrified of math.”

“I'm here to help you - to be your
guide,” Ruth told her, subsequently
walking the talk. The student’s final
grade? “A.”
Ruth referred to the Learning
Center, which helps students not
only solve algebra equations and
write MLA-style essays, but any
other academic subject that students
struggle with. Despite psychological
help, free mental health screening and
suicide prevention counseling also
being available they are underutilized.
According to counselors Elba Carides
and Beatriz Messina, students aren’t
aware of the different types of help
that NCC offers.
As a community college student in
Hagerstown, Maryland, back when a
calculator, a pen and paper were the
sole tools for math students (software
and Internet were unreal) young
David Ruth, a first-generation college
student, also learned the importance
of knowing how to navigate the many
college pathways and options.
It helps to start with the end in
mind. It's with this mindset that NCC
has adopted the Guided Pathway
tool, used by other community
colleges. By aligning students’ skills,
resources at hand and professional
ambitions,
Guided
Pathway
helps students to see a realistic
picture, minimizing the chances
of getting locked into a program

that is not what they really want.
That doesn’t mean that Guided
Pathway will provide all the answers.
Being flexible and figuring it out
as you go is OK. Perhaps “I don't
know if I want to be a nurse or a
phlebotomist or a dental hygienist,
but I will be in the healthcare field,
and at least I'm not taking Calculus
and other classes that I won't need in
my major,” says Ruth.
Ruth stresses that developing selfconfidence is extremely important
(as exemplified by his 60-year-old
student). Knowledge and selfconfidence are even more important
after graduation, in a real-life
situation.
That's why, many careers
complement theoretical courses
with
practical
training
and
modern technologies such as
software simulations that mimic
real-life situations for real-time
troubleshooting.
Ruth cites NCC’s Nursing
program that uses mannequins
on which students, supervised by
experienced professionals, practice
measurement and interpretation of
vital signs such as blood pressure,
and
practical
cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) techniques.
Likewise, the Hartzell Lab
features computerized set ups to
diagnose, for example, electrical
circuits, which students use for
learning how to wire a house, or
alternatively, troubleshoot heating,
ventilation and air conditioning
(HVAC) systems.
FAB labs at Main and Fowler
campuses also provide hands-on
training for future technicians,
working, for example, on plastic
and metal cutting. The Makerspace
(MMS) at Monroe campus is
equipped with laser engravers,
3D printers, industrial sewing
machines, vinyl cutters and a
garment printer, used for training
both the college students and
community members.
It was time for Ruth’s next
appointment: “I have to run
across the street right now to
meet with some of our donors for
scholarships,” he said.
That’s the busy life of a new
president.
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New voter's are registering at NCC. Credit Jesus Zaldivar.

By Jesus Zaldivar
National Voter Registration Day DeRenzis notes, this year has a higher
was Sept. 20, and NCC joined the registration rate, which she attributes
registration efforts.
to the overturning of Roe v. Wade.
Margie DeRenzis, a member of
Thirty-five voters registered at
Northampton Board of Elections, set NCC this year, a count confirmed by
up a desk at Laub Lounge and helped Taiba Sultana, who graduated from
the NCC community of students, NCC in May and is now an Easton
staff and faculty to register.
City Council member.
In
addition
to
answering
questions during lunch time. The
following week, Maryann Haymanek
(SpartanAid, KEYS, New Choices
Project Director, NCC) volunteered
at the Voter Registration desk at
Laub.
DeRenzis, a former school
administrator who retired seven
years ago, has been helping with the
voting process ever since.
“Are you registered to vote?” she
tirelessly asked every passerby.
“Yes,” “Yes,” “Yes,” was the
majority response from the students
– the predominant demographic Credit: https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org
present at Laub at the time. In a few
instances the answer was that they
were not.
“I’m not a U.S. citizen,” a male
student said. “No thanks” said another
timidly. “No,” a woman replied and
hurriedly continued walking.
“Not yet,” replied another.
“Do it now. It takes one minute,”
was DeRenzis’ gentle yet firm reply.
The young woman filled out the form
and finished in less than five minutes.
Compared to previous elections,
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Pennsylvania front and center during
consequential midterm elections
By Chris Devlin
Pennsylvania is in the national
spotlight this midterm election
season, with two crucial races playing
out in the battleground state.
While all races on the ballot
are
important,
Pennsylvania's
gubernatorial
race,
between
Democrat
Josh
Shapiro
and
Republican Doug Mastriano, and the
race to fill the Senate seat soon to be
vacated by Republican Pat Toomey
(who held the seat for 12 years),
between Democrat John Fetterman
and Republican Mehmet Oz, are of
significant consequence.
In 2020, Pennsylvania played a
key role in deciding the outcome
of the presidential election, which,
two years later, former-President
Donald Trump continues to claim
was fraudulent, despite never having
produced any evidence of that being
the case. Mastriano, a propagator of
Trump's “Big Lie,” was among the
mob that crossed police lines on Jan.
6, 2021, when Trump instigated his
supporters to attack the U.S. Capitol.
In some states, the secretary
of state is elected by voters, but
in Pennsylvania, the governor
appoints the secretary of state (or
commonwealth), and that official
is responsible for overseeing and
certifying the state's elections. If the
2024 presidential election were to
hinge on Pennsylvania, which is not
unlikely, a “Big Lie” conspirator like
Mastriano could tilt the balance in an
anti-democratic manner, if given the
opportunity.
As part of his plan to upend
Pennsylvania's election process,
Mastriano says he would clear the
state's voter rolls and force all voters
to re-register. Election experts say
that would be an illegal move, but
would that prevent a high-ranking
elected official, who was willing to
join a Capitol-storming mob, from
trying?
Meanwhile, in the Senate,
Democrats currently have the
narrowest control possible, with Vice
President Kamala Harris acting as the
tie-breaking vote for the 50-50 split
between Democrats and Republicans.
Although the Senate can pass
bills with a simple majority, 51-50,
the minority party can filibuster to
continue debate on a bill, preventing
a vote from happening. While 60
votes are needed to end a filibuster
and force a vote, with just 51 votes,
Democrats could exercise the
“nuclear option,” which is a loophole
used to alter Senate rules, in this
case regarding the filibuster, without
the 67-vote supermajority typically
needed to make such changes.
Throughout
Joe
Biden's

presidency,
Democrats
have
encountered roadblocks from their
own party, namely from senators
Joe Manchin (W. Va.) and Kysten
Sinema (Ariz.), who recently refused
to support using the nuclear option to
enable Democrats to move forward
with codifying Roe v. Wade into
law. Regardless of his status as a
Democrat, Manchin does not support
the right to an abortion.
Oz is also against the right to an
abortion, despite the fact that the
majority of Pennsylvanians believe,
according to the Pew Research
Center, that abortion should be legal
in “all/most cases.”
Fetterman supports the right to
an abortion and would help Senate
Democrats advance protections for
reproductive freedom and bodily
autonomy.
Going back to the gubernatorial
candidates; Mastriano is not only
against the right to an abortion - even
in cases of rape and incest - but he
also believes anyone who sought
an abortion, if made illegal, should
be charged with murder, as he told
WITF radio in 2019. It’s important

to remember that pregnancy
complications can put the pregnant
person’s life at risk, and, in these
cases, abortions are performed to
save lives.
When the conservative United
States Supreme Court overturned
Roe v. Wade in June, a decision that
disregarded the will of the majority
of Americans, 13 states were ready
with “trigger laws” to immediately
outlaw or significantly restrict
abortion, often with no exception for
rape or incest. Mastriano would like
to add Pennsylvania to the growing
list of states criminalizing abortion to
extreme degrees.
Reproductiverights.org
already
lists Pennsylvania as being “hostile”
toward abortion, explaining:
“Now that the Supreme Court has
overturned Roe: Abortion will likely
remain accessible in Pennsylvania,
but without legal protection.
[Outgoing Governor Tom Wolf] is
supportive of abortion rights, but
numerous medically unnecessary
restrictions make it difficult to access
abortion care in the state.”
Only with Josh Shapiro as

governor can Pennsylvania hope to
expand the right to an abortion and
protect reproductive freedom; and
only with John Fetterman gaining
Pennsylvania’s vacant Senate seat
can Democrats improve their chances
of protecting the right to an abortion
at the federal level.
There are many issues to consider,
and this article only briefly covers
two, reproductive freedom and
preservation of democracy, but those
two issues are reliable barometers
for determining who to vote for. If
you are a proponent of freedom and
democracy, Mastriano and Oz will
disappoint you.
The 2022 U.S. midterm elections
will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 8.
The deadline to register to
vote in Pennsylvania is Oct.
24 and absentee ballot requests
must be submitted by Nov. 1.
Be sure to check your voter
registration status to confirm
your eligibility to vote and
confirm polling place location and
hours before Election Day at
www.pavoterservices.pa.gov.

Navigating America's teacher shortage
The future of education
By Karolina Piwarska
With
schools
returning
to
traditional
pre-pandemic
classrooms, the search for teachers
has skyrocketed, but so has the
number of vacancies in school
districts.
Although teacher shortages are
not necessarily a new topic, recent
discussions regarding salaries, the
pandemic and teacher appreciation
have once again made this issue
come to light.
A survey conducted by the
EdWeek Research Center this past
June, revealed that approximately
three-fourths of principals and
district officials claim they don’t
have enough people to fill the
empty positions for the upcoming
school year. This includes “teachers,
paraprofessionals, bus drivers,
food service workers and custodial
workers.”
Some states have as many as 3,000
positions that have been left vacant.
In the last four years, Pennsylvania
has continued to watch a drop in the
number of new teachers entering the
field - approximately 3,000 since
2016.
The reasons for these shortages
can be a result of several factors.

Credit Dr. Richard M. Ingersoll & David Perda, University of Pennsylvania.

Some teachers may have faced
frustrations due to the shift to remote
learning and emphasis on technology
during the pandemic. Some may have
fears related to the pandemic itself either fear of returning to on-site
classes or the stress of catching up
to pre-pandemic syllabuses. As well
as, the pressures of student safety
in regard to gun violence. However,
most likely the biggest component is
the issue of low-pay and treatment of
teachers.
“Teachers are not respected by

the general public. Across the nation,
teacher salaries vary vastly. The
workload keeps increasing, the pay
is static or decreasing (paying into
benefits). Education is becoming too
standardized - the focus on testing.
Some states have merit pay for
standardized testing performance,”
says Nicole Silvis, an alternative
learning teacher in the Warren
County, New Jersey district.
(Teacher shortage,
continued on page 4)
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(Teacher shortage,
continued from page 3)
With the focus on testing
performance, rather than the full
scope of education, teacher’s feel
limited in their ability to teach
students. Additionally, in some cases
parents have begun taking roles
in determining the course of their
child’s education.
When the education and skills of
a trained professional are called into
question, as well as the general lack
of appreciation for a teacher, it is
not surprising that fewer people are
choosing to stay or enter this field.
Furthermore, the added workloads
that many teachers face in the wake of
these shortages can also play a role in
this issue. Many teachers are taking
on more students, more classes and
more responsibilities to make up for
the vacancies in various schools.
“I cover classes every week during
my prep periods due to teacher
shortages,” says Silvis. The additional
work with no raise in pay, along with
other stressors in the education field
causes no surprise that many teachers
are leaving.
The districts that are facing the
brunt of these shortages are those
whose school funding rely on
property taxes, which means those
in less wealthy areas cannot afford to
obtain the resources they require to
attract teachers.
“Poor districts have historically
been at a disadvantage. In
Pennsylvania property taxes impact
school funding and there are so
many unfunded mandates districts
can’t keep up,” says Karen Ryan,
a retired teacher from the Lehigh
Valley. “Charter and private schools
siphon off the brightest, leaving poor
districts with a disproportionately

Credits U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

high number of students with greater
needs.”
Studies show that teachers are
more likely to apply for jobs that
provide better resources, better pay
and possess newer buildings. As a
result, the districts that require more
teachers are the ones that have fewer
applicants.
Certain school districts are offering
an additional $7,000- $30,000 a year
to teachers that sign on during the
shortage, however this may have a
negative impact on the areas that can’t
afford to match the same salaries.
“Schools in less wealthy districts
will continue to suffer and it will
increase the systemic racism already
in place in those areas,” Silvis says.
Some states are choosing to fight
back against this shortage in creative
ways. Harrisburg school districts
implemented shorter school days,
removed lunch (allowing students to

eat during class) and moved certain
classes to virtual settings.
Nevada’s Clark County school
district offered $7,000 raises in
salaries, as well as an additional
sign-on bonus of $4,000 to teachers
who came out of state.
Some schools in Texas, along
with some in Missouri, New Mexico,
Colorado and South Dakota, adopted
a four-day school week.
Some other solutions involve
expanding class sizes; however,
this can prove to be detrimental to a
child’s education. By increasing the
number of students in a class, students
who may require extra attention can
miss the opportunity of one-on-one
help that can be provided in smaller
classes.
Similar effects caused by changes
in the classroom can be seen in
online learning. Ryan comments on
this, “research goes both ways on
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class size. From my experience small
classes are important in younger
grades. Going remote one day a week
can cause childcare issues. Plus,
quality work was not submitted from
the remote days with young kids.”
By expanding class sizes, it not
only acts as a stressor for teachers
with larger workloads, but also for
students who may require more
attention.
School districts in Arizona have
gone even further in experimental
solutions by hiring college students
and veterans, who have at least
four years of service and 60 college
credits, to fill teaching positions.
In response to this alternative
stance, Silvis says, “It is an interesting
solution, but I doubt it would be
effective. I also think it is going to
contribute to teachers leaving the
field. Chances are that the lowerlevel classes will be taught by these
individuals, which might affect the
quality of the education. Also, most
often, the students in these lowerlevel classes require the skills and
experience of veteran teachers.”
The
previously
mentioned
solutions to these issues only act as
temporary Band-Aids. By instituting
such suggestions and workarounds,
the direct issues of teacher salaries,
treatment and workloads are not being
directly addressed and resolved.
As Ryan mentions, “It’s not just
teaching,” shortages are happening
everywhere - whether it be school,
lack of nurses or the local restaurants
and shops.
However, the importance of
finding a solution to the teacher
shortage is an important cause to
ensure the continuous education of
future children.

Not so quiet on the Ukrainian front:
Story so far of a Russian invasion

By Jett Olson
Late February 2022 - yet another
blight falls upon the breadbasket of
Europe.
Russian forces, under the guise
of a “special military operation,”
flood into the rest of Ukraine from
northern Belarus, eastern Donbas and
the southern Crimea fronts with one
singular goal - to reach the capital,
Kyiv.
Chernobyl, the site of the infamous
nuclear disaster, quickly falls to
Russia, but areas near Kharkiv and
Kyiv are immediately fortified. If
Ukraine were to fall, it won’t go
down in a mere five days.
Cities were quickly struck by
missiles from the Russian fronts,
and bridges were destroyed to ensure
none could cross over or back.
Vladyslav, a student marine
merchant officer in Odesa, told the

story of his aunt in the northern city
of Chernihiv. “[She] has 2 apartments
severely damaged as a result of an
explosion of a Russian missile. It was
in March; however, the apartments
still haven't been repaired.”
Borders were secured immediately
as people fled the immediate area.
“I need 4 more months of onboard
training to get my diploma,” said
Vladyslav. “The government is trying
to allow seafarers to leave the country
though, but it's still prohibited.”
While Ukraine has been affected
the most, impacts of the invasion
were immediately palpable across the
entire region.
“My mother was there, taking care
of funeral services for my grandfather,
when the war broke out,” said
Karolina Piwarska, a student at NCC,
whose family lives in neighboring
Poland. “I urged her to come home,
but with so many people trying to flee

Ukraine and neighboring countries, it
took her a full week to get a flight out
back to the United States.”
The current situation, however,
does not exist in a vacuum. Ukraine
and Russia have had a storied, highly
intertwined history, since the 900s
AD. While Kyiv was the original
center, Moscow has been mainly
dominant after Mongol invasions.
Holding control over Ukraine from
the 1700s, until the fall of the Soviet
Union in 1991.
More recently, Russia invaded the
Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea and
the eastern Donbas in February and
March 2014.
“That [the invasion] was very
fast,” Vladyslav said. “Russians
without any marks simply drove
their vehicle onto the peninsula and
said it's theirs. No fighting. Our guys
evacuated everything they could.”
Other nations were swift to

condemn Russia, suspending them
from the G8 after the initial Crimean
invasion.
After the first month, both sides
were making gains, even if only
slowly. While Ukrainian troops sank
the Russian flagship Moskva on April
14, Russian troops seized the port city
of Mariupol on May 18. Nonetheless,
activity slowly died down as spring
transitioned to summer. After 60,000
casualties and 20% of Ukrainian land
captured, the war entered a stalemate.
However, since August, Ukraine
has been turning the tide of the
war. With a counteroffensive in the
Kharkiv region, the Ukrainian forces
have quickly regained large swaths of
their land, and by Sept.11, significant
gains were made. In response, Russia
presented a retaliatory effort and,
according to Al Jazeera, threatened
with nuclear escalation on Sept. 21.
(Ukraine, continued on page 5)
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(Ukraine, continued from page 4)
“I don't think they can push
more with conventional weapons,”
Vladyslav said. "Nukes… are too
risky for them.”
“I believe the invasion has gone
poorly in reference to Russia’s
intentions,” Piwarska said. “I don’t
believe they expected as much
resistance as they have received,
and that’s shown in their retreats
and change of plans when it comes
to taking over certain areas. They
underestimated their opponent.”
The reasons President Vladimir
Putin cites for their current invasion
vary, but many of them revolve
around the central theme of liberating
Russians in Ukraine. Some involved
Nazis, others involved linguistic
differences, others even claimed that
Ukraine was just Russia—a sentiment
that Russia had carried back in the
days of the Russian Empire.
However,
Vladyslav,
whose
mother tongue is Russian, sees right
through it.
“[It’s] Definitely not because
Putin wants to protect Russians and
Russian-speaking people of Ukraine
— they are affected the most….
[It’s] Definitely not because of some
imaginary Nazis here — ‘Russia is our
enemy’ position began existing after
[the] invasion in Crimea and Donbas
[sic]. Nobody cared about languages
before that. Almost everyone doesn't
care even now.”
Foreign response has been rather
stringent against Russia. Immediately
after news of the war broke out, the
U.S. and other countries enacted
sanctions against Russia to weaken
their economy as punishment for the
war.
After gas sanctions were enacted,
prices rose—especially in Europe,
whose resources were mainly fed
by Russian pipelines that Western
Europe has been trying to shut down.
As temperatures fall, this drought
of Russian oil and gas will affect
many on the European continent.
“Winter is coming,” Piwarska
said, “[and] the sanctions on Russia

A Ukrainian man stands against a destroyed apartment complex in Borodianka with rainbow in thebackground. Paula Bronstein,
independent photojournalist; April 9, 2022. Used with permission.

can leave many Europeans without
power, water or heat. It won’t only be
the war taking people’s lives, but the
cold as well.”
Nonetheless, trade is also affected
in both countries. Production of
Ukrainian grains, which feeds many
countries throughout the Eastern
Hemisphere, has come to a halt since
Russia has blockaded their ports,
destroyed their silos and ravaged
their fields.
Destroying one farm in Ukraine
would mean that a family in
Lebanon, who is highly dependent on
Ukrainian grains, would go without
bread, according to a Los Angeles
Times article in June 2022,
Internally, more evidence of
war crimes has been piling up.
While Ukraine has had a history
of concentration camps during its

occupation by Nazi Germany, some
of them have been reopened during
the war.
In an August Guardian article,
Ukrainian
entrepreneur
Anna
Vorosheva, detailed her 100-day
experience in a concentration camp
outside Donetsk, where dozens of
Ukrainian prisoners of war were
burned to death in a suspected
Russian bombing operation.
In addition, photographic satellite
evidence has revealed mass graves,
and according to NPR, mass sexual
violence is another major weapon
used in these attacks..
“The rest of the world hasn’t
seen atrocities like this in some
time,” Piwarska said. “Some cases
I would relate it to are the conflicts
in Cambodia, the Bosnian War, the
Rwandan genocide and even the

A Ukrainian oldier stands at a checkpoint near Kiev. Credit Kutsenko Volodymyr/Shuttertock.

Holocaust. It has shined a light on
Putin, and I foresee future trials
awaiting him, as they have for many
war criminals in the past. As a result,
these crimes against humanity will
go down in the history books, along
with so many others.”
Ukraine currently stands at a
turning point in the war. On Sept. 27,
the areas now controlled by Russia
voted an overwhelming “yes” to
joining Russia, in an election that
is now widely considered rigged, as
they did in Crimea.
However, they stand against an
enemy who, despite their larger
army, is clawing for relevance as it
falls from the post-Soviet era. The
U.S. and NATO are sending aid and
weapons, and there is still much
uncertainty.
“Russia's reputation is worse
now,” Vladyslav said. “That doesn't
stop it though.”
“There is always a constant fear
of what will come next,” Piwarska
said. "What they really need is more
boots on the ground.”
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NCC Club News
What’s in a name?
NCC poetry club
takes on new alias

By Thanh-Thanh Nguyen
NCC’s poetry club has reimagined
itself as the Spartan Scribes.
Founded in 2013, the club kept
its title for almost 10 years before
making the big jump in Fall 2022.
Jaime Gallager, English professor
and Spartan Scribes adviser, said,
“The name Poetry Club just didn’t
have pizzazz to it. We wanted
something that would be a little less
class.”
“We wanted something that would
be more alluring, more dramatic,”
said Claudia Rubner, an English
adjunct and co-adviser of Spartan
Scribes. “We wanted it to sound
appealing to the students.”
Regardless of the change in name,
the Spartans Scribes’ mission is still
the same - to provide a forum for
students to express themselves with
the spoken word.

The club is open to not only to
traditional poets, but also rappers,
rhymesters,
slam
poets
and
songwriters.
“We try to recognize that there are
different forms of expression that fall
under the blanket of poetry,” Gallager
said.
During club meetings, members
will get to work on their pieces, gain
insight, feedback and advice from
advisers and club members, and have
the opportunity to perform their work
for their fellow members during the
open mic.
These performances will also
prepare the poets for a public open
mic which the Spartan Scribes hope
to hold by late October.
“It’s a very laid-back, very relaxed
environment,” Rubner said. “We
don’t want it to feel like a class
with homework. We want them [the

Spartan Scribes hosting a booth on campus. Credit: Thanh-Thanh Nguyen

club members] to be able to relax
and enjoy good company and good
literature.”
“We’re not something that
requires attendance,” Gallager said.
“It’s a place to go when you need to
express yourself or when you want to
listen.”
The Spartan Scribes meet in
College Center 386 from 11 a.m. to

12 p.m. on the following dates: Oct.
6, Oct. 20, Nov. 11, Nov. 17 and Dec.
1.

NCC's political science club aims to
shape the next generation of leaders

Credit Triff - Shutterstock.

By Kaitlyn Seawood
NCC’s Political Science club is
preparing for the upcoming elections
and more this semester - with the
political climate the way it is, it's the
perfect location for discussion.
The Political Science club is a
student-run group that emphasizes
discussions. The club is not a
political or campaign group, though
it frequently receives opportunities
from campaigns and political parties
that are then shared with the club's
members. The club as an organization
emains non-partisan on all matters.
The Political Science club might
be for you if you like to discuss

politics, current affairs, significant
ideas and their motivations, etc.
After hosting their first meeting
Sept. 29, the Political Science club
mapped out their objectives and
goals this academic year. They listed
various topic discussions such as state
elections, international elections,
foreign policy, Roe v. Wade, freedom
of speech and more.
The club considers making a
social contract, stating that they
will be respectful regardless of
someone’s opinion. Discussions are
encouraged, but hate isn’t tolerated
based on beliefs or views. The club
will promote real and meaningful
conversations.
Sage Hillier, a member of the
club and Political Science major,

expressed her excitement about
joining the club. She explained
that she joined to be surrounded by
likeminded individuals who have the
same passion for politics.
“I hope to gain knowledge,
leadership experience and a better
understanding of other people,
including their beliefs. I’d want to
gain an overall sense of community
and support,” Hillier says.“I believe a
club like this will better my education
and career moving forward.”
The Political Science club has
arranged some events and trips for
this academic year. There will be a
local candidate meet-and-greet Oct. 4
at 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the Main campus,
exact location to be determined at a
later date. The club will be traveling

to New York City in early Dec. to
visit the United Nations, economic
centers and 9/11 memorials.
The third week of March, the club
will also be traveling to Washington,
D.C. to visit important political and
military centers, the
Nation’s Capitol and the cherry
blossoms, since they will be in full
bloom.
Political Science professor and
club adviser Samuel Chen shared his
outlook on the club’s future success,
“we graduated a lot of club members
last year, so it’ll be neat to see how
last year’s freshman step up and how
our new group of students engage
with each other.”
The club meets on Thursdays
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. in College
Center 161. Officer elections will be
held Oct. 6 or Oct. 13.
For more information contact
advisers:
Samuel Chen:
schen@northampton.edu
WilliamWhyte:
wwhyte@northampton.edu.
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NCC
E-Sports
club:
Plugging
into the
ESPORTS
wave
By Gregory Dante
“We are looking to make
ESPORTS both serious and more
accessible to people... To be viewed
one day like the NBA or NFL as a
sporting event.” That is the goal for
Mark Koberlein, the adviser of the
Northampton Community College
ESPORTS club, as he works to

Campus News
bring the burgeoning market of
ESPORTS to NCC's attention.
Esports, short for electronic
sports, is competitive multiplayer
video gaming and is one of the
fastest rising markets in the sports
industry. According to analytics site
Newzoo, the viewer pool for esports
will rise to 532 million people in
2022.
With this attention, businesses
are flocking to leagues for game
such as Overwatch and League of
Legends with companie such as
AMD and Nvidia spending millions
of dollars to sponsor events and
players thoughout the year.
There are companies who even
own teams in these leagues, such as
Comcast, who owns the Philadelphia
Fusion in the Overwatch league. As
well, New England Patriots owner,
Robert Kraft, who owns the Boston
Uprising of that same league.
With current adviser Koberlein
riding high off the VALORANT
teams' spring top eight finish, he
says they are currently looking to

add a second team in the game, a
sort of “1A and 1B” set up. As well
as, adding a Rocket League team
if the interest is there.
VALORANT is a popular
firstperson, hero-based shooter
game. Being a lifelong gamer,
with an Interactive Arts and Game
Design degree, it was a passion
project when he was tasked to be
the advisor five years ago.
“Gaming has been a lifelong
passion, so I was glad to advise
the club,” said Koberlein. “I am
looking for passionate, committed
gamers to join the club, but
everyone is welcome to join.”
On the topic of academic and
career pursuits in the Esports
industry, Koberlein said that “A
good number of four-year colleges
are adding scholarship programs
that are similar to those offered to
sports athletes.”
He explained that although
scholarships are limited right now,
the number of both half and full
ride scholarships are growing with
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every year.
Another important aspect of the
club is bringing in the community,
with several people from within
the club speaking about how they
want to screen tournaments for the
students and hosting community
events in the Student Life center where students can both watch the
team play and have a chance to try
games like VALORANT or Rocket
League themselves.
The club is enrolled in the
NJCAA (National Junior College
Athletic Association ESPORTS),
the current national governing
body of collegian esports in the
United States. They are also in the
process of fielding a VALORANT
team to compete in the upcoming
tournament trials for the NJCAA on
Oct. 2.
The season goes from Oct. 2
to Nov. 18. Anyone interested
in joining the E-Sports Club can
contact Koberlein at
mkober@northampton.edu.

Students take college life to the next level at Quadfest
and Rock the Block
By Kaitlyn Seawood
NCC’s annual Quadfest featured
a variety of clubs offering new
and returning students ways to get
involved by joining co-curricular
activities.
The event, which took place
Sept. 8 on Main campus, began with
an opening ceremony as students
paraded with an array of flags from
around the world. NCC President
David Ruth gave a welcoming speech
and wished the students and faculty
his best this semester.
“It’s worth noting that research
shows that students who are engaged
in co-curricular activities do better
academically and continue their
college education at higher rates than
their peers who are not involved,”
Ruth says. “I think they are generally

happier and more satisfied with their
college experience.”
NCC offers over 60 student clubs,
organizations and athletics, all of
which are looking for new members,
with the goal of adding richness to
the students’ college experience.
Maurice Whan, a returning NCC
student majoring in communications,
volunteered his time to help the Phi
Theta Kappa Honor Society table
during Quadfest. He currently serves
as vice president for the Tau Gamma
chapter on Main campus. Whan

 week after Quadfest, Monroe
A
campus followed suit in showcasing
its offerings in regard to student
clubs, with its annual Rock the
Block event. The event featured
music and activities, such as
designing dry erase boards, sand
art sculptures and building bamboo
plants with water beads.
“Quadfest and Rock the Block
are two of my favorite NCC
events because through them, the
college comes to life,” says Ruth,
who participated in both events.

“I went to Rock the Block last
fall. I was blown away by how many
people were there this year and the
participation of clubs,” Hubbard
says. “There were so many clubs, I
wanted to join them all.”
College is an excellent time to
try new things. Students are more
likely to create new opportunities for
themselves and have a more fulfilling
college experience by being active
in extracurricular activities, making
the effort to socialize with people and
participate in campus life.

Festivites at Rock the Block and Quadfest. Credit Kaitlyn Seawood.

notes, he didn’t get to experience
Quadfest his first year at NCC, and
how excited he was to see how great
the event turned out.
“This is exactly what I was hoping
for when I began college,” Whan
says. “Especially being in PTK, I
get to interact with others and create
friendships that I wouldn’t have if I
didn’t get involved.”

“Students have a chance to enjoy
the full vibrancy of our campuses
and connect with each other in ways
that are very complementary to
their classroom and online learning
experiences.”
Calvin Hubbard, an NCC student
majoring in marketing, expressed
his excitement and gratitude for the
event.

Students who missed events but
are interested in joining a club or
learning more can contact or visit the
Student Life and Leadership office
for more information.
studentlife@northampton.edu
Main Campus: College Center
253, 610-332-6112
Monroe Campus: Pocono Hall
110A, 570-369-1851
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By Kaitlyn Seawood

Angelica Maria
showers NCC in
poetry and song

Portrait photo of Angelica Maria. Credit Angelica Maria.

Chicana storyteller and musician
Angelica Maria performed for
students and faculty at NCC Main
campus to showcase her poetry and
music.
Maria grew up in San Fernando
Valley, Los Angeles, Calif. and
traveled frequently to Chihuahua,
Mexico where her father lived. She
defined California as a melting pot
and always felt comfortable, not
realizing how different she was until
she left to attend school in Boston
where she experienced cultural
judgement.
In Maria’s poems and songs,
she focuses on sharing stories and
experiences of femme Latinas in
literature and music. She shares
her own experiences as a Chicana
woman, her poem “Exotic” explains
her response to hearing this comment
for the first time from a man.
“To him, I’m an Amazonian snake,
a white tiger. You know, something
people love to try to own until it
turns them into a meal. You say I
look exotic; I say you look like an
easy dinner,” Maria writes. “Like a
tooth to add to my necklace of teeth.
I mean, don’t you know the rules of
the jungle?”
Maria performed two songs,
one that features Neto Reyno and
a group of street artists titled “Una
Rosa del Concreto,” (A Rose from
The Concrete), an homage to L.A.
and Mexico to celebrate those who
grew from the pain into something
beautiful. She also read a collection
of poems from her book “They Call
Me.”
As a writer and musician, Maria
has been featured on platforms such
as TEDx, Button Poetry and as a
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finalist for the National Poetry Slam
in 2018 and The Woman of the World
Poetry Slam in 2019.
Writers can recover the power of
their names by first looking at their
meanings and etymologies in one of
many Maria's workshops, Say My
Name, where writers view their birth
title as a badge of honor rather than
a burden. Born with a long name
herself, she was inspired to write
her poem “For the Girls with Long
Names.”
“I like the names that wrap their
lengthy letters around your strong
hand and shake like they mean
business,” Maria writes. “I have
always been told my name is a
mouthful, that I ought to trim the ends
of its perfectly curled extensions. But
suddenly, I imagine God’s writing
process for names like ours.”
Maria concluded the event with a
brief Q&A for the audience, noting
that while women empowerment
within literature and music is
becoming more prominent, there is
still work to be done.
“Each woman is going to have
a different way in which she feels
empowered through writing, and it’s
beautiful how it differs through each
culture and type of woman,” says
Maria.
Learn more about Angelica Maria
at:
consciouscampus.com/talent/
angelica-maria-latinx-storyteller/,
Instagram: yosoyangelicamaria
Twitter: @yosoyangmaria
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8th annual
Spartan sprint run/walk
generously helped up to the last
minute.
By 1 p.m. all was done, and
somebody commented that the men’s
world record is around 13 minutes
and women’s 14.5 minutes.
But the runners weren’t shooting
for awards, many participants ran just
for the fun of it.

By Jesus Zaldivar
On Saturday, Sept. 24, a pleasant
morning of clear skies, the eighth
Annual Spartan Sprint 5K Run/
Walk took place at the Northampton
Community College's main campus.
Out of 120 registered, 82
participants finished the event and
$3,369 was raised.
“The family that runs or walks
together stays together.” Chris
Fowler, his wife Leticia Perlaza and
his father Beale Fowler, age 85, got
to cross the finish line – at different
times, of course. Incidentally, the
Fowlers are closely connected to the
history of Downtown NCC.
Chris Fowler (Team Vark) was
the fastest runner finishing in 20
minutes and Beale enjoyed the event
by walking. The seventy-somethingyear-olds who finished were walker,
Donna Bickert, 71, her friend and
runner Morgan David, 79, and runner
Tony Karwicki, 78.
Handsome Brandy, a friendly
bullmastiff, was full of energy and
effortlessly finished the run with his
owner Katherine Smith. Shiny Brown
Penny, a Vizsla, crossed the line with
her owner, Puerto Rican Ivana and
her daughter, a student at NCC.
The fastest woman was Jory
Wamsley whose time was 22:06.
Caleb Lax, 11, was the youngest
participant to finish. Nine-year old
Bruno DiMaria ran-walked with
Catarina DiMaria, his mother, an
NCC Math adjunct professor.
The Commuter’s adviser Abigail
Michelini comfortably finished
the run while pushing the stroller
that carried Alouette DeLoach, her
14-month-old daughter, sweetly
sleeping at the end.
NCC alumni Patricia Boulous,

NCC'S main campus 5k sign (above) and participants posing for a photo during
the race (below). Credit Jesus Zaldivar.

Assistant Director for International
Recruitment and Retention, and
friend Jody Oliver Piagesi, a “long
time ago” journalism graduate,
enjoyed the walk.
From the black tent of go.army.
com officers Carmen, Pierce and
Santiago, distributed water to the

Professor Abigail Michelini brought her baby along for the run. Credit Jesus Zaldivar.

participants and enthusiastically
cheered the award of their comrade
Samuel Oquende.
Counselor Beatriz “Bea” Messina,
an associate professor, has been
organizing this event for eight years.
Messina was very satisfied with
this year’s participation, and she
recognized her team’s help: Gerri
Bunnion-O’Dowd (Science Resource
Center Coordinator), Maria Dietrich
(Assistant Director, International
Education), Donna White (PSECU
Community Manager), Dev Albarelli
(Online
Learning
Information
Services),
Tiffany
Whitehead
(Adjunct Professor, Humanities) and
Mary Lou Collis (Room & Event
Scheduler) as well as faculty, staff,
students and sport organizations.
Volunteer Tiffany Whitehead
(Advising) also finished the run,
Maria Teresa Donate (Counselor),
Anita Forrester (Assistant Professor
of Geography and Environmental
Studies), Zamora Jones (student),
David Lieberman (Pretzel City Sports)
and Jane Steinmetz, volunteered at
the crossing line. Costa Rica-born
Carmen Sanabria, Beatriz’s mother,

Participants, including our fourlegged friend, crossing the finish
line and completing the race (above
and below). Credit Jesus Zaldivar.
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Good things come in pairs

Covering NCC's
50th anniversary celebrations & "Giving Day"
By Jesus Zaldivar
&
Jett Olson
September 28 - Festivities were
plentiful as two milestones have
passed at the Bethlehem campus.
First, the fiftieth anniversary of the
campus. Second, the beginning of the
fourth annual “Giving Day”, an event
where people may donate whatever
they feel to people in need and where
scholarships may be given out as
well.
Held at College Center’s Student
Life Zone, the event was attended
by approximately 30 members of the
NCC community – students, staff,
faculty and administrators.
Participants wore blue and black Photograph of the 50th anniversary cake for main campus NCC. Credit Jett Olson.
NCC Giving Day shirts, handed out
and iced tea were available for $31,572, an average of $108 per
by Managers Julie Nolan (Annual decided to surprise Lauren.”
One
of
the
students
attending
the
attendees and as a bonus, ice cream donor.
Giving) and Ginny Corado (Special
Events), upon completion of a short event was Paralegal student Lauren or a piece of the 50th anniversary
Harrison.
cake was personally served by Ruth.
form.
Harrison, who is transferring to
At the end of the event, every
Board members Bruce A. Palmer,
a retired CPA, Chris Caputo, a ESU for a Law degree, was then student who wrote thank you cards
communications and marketing awarded $1,000 by the Alumni for the donors won a pair of blue,
orange and white NCC socks.
professional, and assistant professor Association.
After that, student Ariana Bayo’s
The celebration continues with
Dustin Briggs, called attention to
how this noble cause has helped name, among other participants, was 73% of the targeted 450 donors
drawn, earning her a $25 gift card.
responding so far to the plea, totaling
change lives.
Snow, the top hat-clad advisor of
In a brief opening, President
David Ruth reminded the audience the tabletop gaming club, gave his
that “every gift counts,” and when thoughts on “Giving Day” and what
combined, can make a big impact on it meant to them. “I think it was very
interesting that we were able to give
the life of students in need.
The event included speakers, such back to the community of people that
as a faculty members and the recipient deserved it,” he said. “I think it’s very
of a presidential scholarship--and cool to do that, and I say go for it.”
Students
played
ping-pong,
a $1000 grant from the Alumni
Association.
After the speakers billiards, and Multiversus during the
finished, there was a party where event. As well as strummed guitars,
people threw confetti capsules and feasted on hot dogs, and more events.
Not only was this a celebration for
partook in a cake cutting ceremony.
“We heard the rumor that Lauren some of the faculty, it was first and
had been working in this unpaid foremost a celebration of the students
internship,” said Palmer. “Which to themselves.
Hot dogs, fried potatoes, lemonade Bayo (top) attending the celebrations. Credit Jesus Zaldivar.
me doesn’t sound very fair, so we

Snow (left) and confetti poppers (right) during the 50th anniversary and Giving Day festivities. Credit Jesus Zaldivar.
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Women’s volleyball has
sights set on a return
to regional playoffs
By Robert Rittenhouse
The Spartans women’s volleyball
team is off to a seven and one start Coach Rachael Caywood has set team
goals extremely high this season. She
understands past successes of the
Spartans programs, as she was part of
Northampton teams that went to backto-back National tournaments in 2015
and 2016, earning All-Tournament
honors in 2016.
Following a couple of tough
years with no teams in the 2019 or
2020 seasons due to staffing and the
COVID-19 pandemic, as a former
player she acknowledges the “Spartan
Life”, while embracing what it means
to be a student-athlete and represent
the school with pride and integrity.
Coach Caywood takes the time
to invest into each of the players as
they are challenged to be the best
version of themselves, on and off the
court. With mandatory study halls
and requirements that they keep
their grade point averages up, studies
prove to be as important as their
athleticism.
One of the team’s players, Jordan
Appleton, understands what is

expected. She leads the team with 86
kills, and appreciates the opportunity
to represent Northampton and Coach
Caywood.
“The biggest challenge is
balancing your responsibilities as a
student-athlete while maintaining
your edge, so that you put out your
best performance while lifting each
other up.” Appleton says.
Her positive attitude is evident as
it is present in the classroom and on
the floor. A sure reflection on her, the
coaching staff and the entire women’s
volleyball team.
With the relationships that coach
has built within the volleyball
community, and her commitment to
helping players continue to become
better people, there is little doubt the
Northampton women’s volleyball
team has returned as one of the top
schools on anyone’s schedule.
With 10 games left on the regular
season schedule, go to https://www.
nccspartans.com/sports/womensvolleyball/schedule/2022, to learn
more.

Even if there’s a language barrier, I
can still have fun with their music.”
Seasoned concert goer, Emmanuel
T., 19, initially heard of the band
from Road to Kingdom, a Korean
reality TV show. After getting an
email about the Verivery concert from
Ticketmaster, he decided to add it to
his extensive list of K-pop concerts
he had attended.
“They did a really great job. It [the
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concert] allowed their music to reach
a smaller community,” Amy said.
Verivery will continue their
PAGE: O tour in San Antonio, Oct.5,
Los Angeles, Oct.7, San Francisco,
Oct.9, Santiago, Oct.14 and Mexico
City, Oct.16.
Learn more about Verivery’s tour
via their official website: Verivery.kr,
Instagram: the_verivery and Twitter:
@the_verivery.

Credit Thanh-Thanh Nguyen.

A different
sound comes
to Bethlehem
Credit Thanh-Thanh Nguyen.

By Thanh-Thanh Nguyen
A different sound echoed through
the Steel Stacks as K-pop band
Verivery performed at ArtsQuest’s
Musikfest Café, on Sept. 17.
The boy band, consisting of
members: Dongheon, Hoyoung,
Minchan,
Gyehyeon,
Yeonho,
Yongseung and Kangmin, stopped
by Bethlehem on their PAGE: O
tour, making it one of the first K-pop
bands to come to the Lehigh Valley
and the first to perform at ArtsQuest.
Verivery kicked off the show
with “UNDERCOVER” and “O”,
off their latest album “SERIES:
‘O’ [ROUND 3: WHOLE].” Also,
performing older songs like “Lay
Back,” “TRIGGER,” “G.B.T.B”
and “Ring Ring Ring” for their
long-time fans, affectionately called
VERRERs.

Their explosive dance moves and
strong vocals worked well in hyping
up fans, who cheered and sang along
with the band throughout the show.
But what stuck out to VERRER,
37- year-old Amy C., was the band’s
attention to their fans.
“They performed with a lot of
energy,” Amy says. “but their crowd
interaction was great.”
Between sets, Verivery held
raffles to give winners small handmade gifts, made short, personalized
videos on fans cellphones, sang
happy birthday to two VERRERs,
and expressed their admiration of
Bethlehem.
ArtsQuest
Public
Relations
Coordinator Kelley Andrade said the
concert was attended by over 400
people. The crowd consisted of new
and seasoned concert goers alike.
Julio Gallegos of Allentown said,
“I like their music. It’s very catchy.

Verivery crowd shot. Credit Verivery instagram.
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The origins of Halloween
Samhain: A Celtic tradition

Wheel of the year in Caltic tradition. Credit robin.ph/ Shuttertock

marks the beginning of the Celtic
New Year.
In Celtic tradition, the beliefs
During the month of October, regarding Samhain are that, besides
the symbols of Halloween are seen welcoming the dark months of
everywhere with the jack-o’-lanterns winter, it’s also a time when the
at doorways, costumes adorning barrier between the two worlds
storefront window displays and is at its thinnest, allowing ghosts
candy flying off the racks. However, and spirits to pass between the two
many aren’t aware of these traditions’ realms. Ceremonies such as festivals
origins or how long they’ve been of death welcomed the dead into the
around.
other world.
Halloween is derived from the
Traditional Pagans held bountiful
Celtic pagan tradition of Samhain, feasts to celebrate abundance and
pronounced SOW-in, which marks the end of harvest, as well as making
the changing of the seasons. In offerings for the spirits. Tradition also
Celtic tradition, these changes were said that along with the dead, fairies
celebrated four times throughout the and various otherworldly beings
year with extravagant fire festivals could pass through the other side and
and feasts.
walk freely in the world.
The four seasons are referred
Many tricks and pranks that were
to as Samhain, Imbolc, Bealtaine played during the celebrations were
and Lughnasa. Imbolc marks the blamed on fairies, and such pranks
beginning of spring, Bealtaine the could be related to what we now
beginning of light, and Lughnasa the consider “Mischief Night.”
end of summer and beginning of fall.
Witches were customary during
It is believed that the year is divided these festivities, since it was believed
into four seasons and two halves - that it was a perfect time for the
the light and the dark- and Samhain, practice of divination. It was easier
which translates to “summer’s end,” to predict the future when the veil
is considered an important change between the two worlds was thin,
as it brings the people into the dark and it was a time when certain
half of the year. Additionally, it also superstitions circulated.

By Karolina Piwarka

Such superstitions included
seeing the man you’re going to
marry in the mirror or knowing
those who will die in the next year
by standing on the porch of a church
and making three circles around a
graveyard.
Many
currently
practiced
customs are directly derived from
the celebrations during Samhain,
including costumes, masks, trick-ortreating and even pumpkin carving.
Traditionally,
people
wore
masks made of cloth, animal skin
and horsehair in order to avoid
being kidnapped, or to scare off
spirits who would wish them harm.
Bonfires served a similar purpose,
aiming to steer away any ill-willed
spirits, and many allowed the fires
to burn through the night.
Trick-or-treating originated with
children going door to door to gather
offerings for their dead relatives,
which they would then donate to the
feasts. While jack-o’-lanterns were
not always pumpkins, the same
concept was used with turnips and
potato skins.
Christianity took from Pagan
traditions to create All Saint’s Day
on Nov. 1 and Hallow’s Eve on
Oct. 31, which we now refer to as

Halloween. These traditions come
from Celtic beliefs that date back
approximately 2,500 years, and
were brought to America by Irish
immigrants during the potato famine
during the 1840s.
While the Pagan perception of
witches was a positive one, which
valued their importance in the areas
of divination and Samhain rituals,
Christians, who adopted many Pagan
traditions, feared, despised and even
prosecuted and executed so-called
witches.
The Salem witch trials are one
famous example, in which Puritan
colonials accused more than 200
people of witches and executed 19
for the imagined crime.
Although witch folklore was not
represented in the Christian version
of Samhain, witch imagery is as
ubiquitous as any other Halloween
symbol. Perhaps this perseverance
in the face of fierce religious
condemnation is a sign of supernatural
power, and during Samhain, when
the barrier between the two worlds is
thin, the power of witches, along with
the presence of spirits from beyond
the grave, is more strongly felt.
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