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BY KAROLINA PIWARSKA

 Holiday 
traditions 

of students 
and faculty

The holidays are approaching, and 
Christmas is right around the corner. With 
the hustle and bustle of the season, it’s 
hard not to feel excited for the memories  
that will be created on Christmas morning.  
Grab some hot chocolate, warm up by the 
fire and read about a few NCC students’ 
favorite holiday memories, stories and 
traditions.

Media Production student Michael 
Garcia’s favorite memory dates back 
to 2006. He and his sisters received a 
Nintendo Wii for Christmas, their first 
ever gaming console. After setting the 
Wii up, the Garcia family enjoyed hours 
of gaming entertainment. Garcia credits 
this gift as the source of his love of video 
games, sharing that this interest would not 
have been discovered if he had not gotten 
the Wii.

Abby Urban, a Social Work major, 
shared one of her family’s more peculiar 
Christmas traditions: The Christmas 
Pickle. During the holidays, Urban’s father 
hides a pickle ornament in their Christmas 
tree, and whoever finds it first receives an 
extra present. She says that one year, the 
present was a jar of pickles.  

“I don’t even like pickles,” Urban 
jokes.

Christmas morning at NCC Assistant 

BY RAI GUATNO

A pickle ornament adorns a Christmas tree. 
Credit:Shutterstock/ Garmasheva Natalia. 

Communications professor Dustin Briggs’ 
house is jam-packed with events. The 
traditions include his family reading 
Christmas stories, opening stockings, 
eating cinnamon rolls, opening gifts, 
having a breakfast of ham pudding and 
finally opening Santa’s presents. However 
the order in which these events should 
occure is a recurring debate, Briggs shares. 

“The fact that we cared enough about 
all the little traditions to do it right made it 
special,” Briggs says.

Studying green across 
the ocean blue

BY THANH-THANH NGUYEN

NCC students interested in 
environmental sustainability might want 
to consider getting greener with the 
Community College in France (CCF) 
program.

The French Embassy is offering 
community college students across the 
United States, including NCC students, the 
opportunity to take part in the following 
bootcamps: Sustainable City Campuses in 
Nancy and Metz, Nature: Tamed & Wild 
in Lyon, Sustainable Business in Rennes 
and Sustainable Management of Marine 
Ecosystems in La Ciotat.

Each bootcamp focuses on a different 
aspect of sustainability based on the 
location of the program. Over the course of 
two weeks, participants will spend time in 
classes learning about climate change and 
humans’ impact on the environment, as 
well as seeing how France, a world leader 
in sustainability, addresses these concerns 
in the real world.

“I learned that sustainability in a city 

is very possible. You just need people who 
are willing,” said NCC student and 2022 
CCF participant Jiovan Santiago. 

“My knowledge in Urban Sustainability 
is something I’ve applied already in my 
semester and I’m so grateful to have some 
extensive knowledge on it.”

To participate in the programs, students 
must be at least 18-years-old and enrolled 
in community college for the 2022-2023 
academic year. No prior knowledge of 
French is needed, all programs are entirely 
in English, and survival French courses 
will be provided by select bootcamps.

 Each program costs $2,400, which 
covers program fees, housing, meals, local 
transport, and airport pick-up and drop-off. 
Airfare is not included.

 The price might seem steep, but 
the French Embassy offers a $1,400 
scholarship to most students. According 

to frenchhighereducation.org, of the 51 
participants in their 2022 program, 67% 
were awarded a scholarship.

 Still worried about the cost? NCC 
also offers scholarships to help students 
study abroad. Santiago received a $2,200 
scholarship from NCC which paid for the 
remaining program fee and his airfare to 
Lyon, France.

 “Northampton has a scholarship 
office and foundation that are specifically 
dedicated to helping NCC students get 
abroad,” said Nathan Carpenter, NCC 
Global Studies professor and former 
director of Global Education and 
International Services. “There have been 
important national studies that have shown 
that participation in these types of programs 
are really beneficial for students.”

Applications open on Dec. 5
Applicaton deadline is Jan. 31, 11:59 p.m. 

(Sustainability, continued Page 3)

A war 
on love
On Nov. 20, a gunman opened fire at 

Club Q, an LGBTQ+ nightclub located in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. This tragedy 
resulted in five dead and more than 20 
injured - the worst mass shooting at an 
LGBTQ+ nightclub since the 2016 attack 
at Pulse in Miami, Florida. 

The shooter's intentions were clear 
and he should be charged with a hate 
crime. The ramifications of this violence 
can have various effects on the LGBTQ+ 
community. Anger, hate, sadness and 
fear result from this kind of violence, 
especially when it is directed at a minority 
group. This affects not only those who are 
already open about their preferences, but 
also those who are waiting for the right 
time to do so. 

Locations like LGBTQ+ nightclubs 
offer a safe haven for those wishing to 
be their authentic selves. When attackers 
target these locations, they are not only 
attacking the people, but the places where 
they should feel safe and comfortable. 

Attacks such as these can also instill a 
sense of worry in those wishing to come 
out, who now fear the danger to which 
they are exposing themselves.

“As a society we tend to blame the 
person for not being authentic. We tell 
them they should be honest and proud,” 
said NCC Philosophy professor Ken 
Burak. 

When tragedies like this are carried out,  
the concern also lies in the issue of how it 
will effect the LGBTQ+ population.

“How will this affect their authenticity 
and how they express themselves,” Burak 
said. “People will be less honest with their 
expression… It’s not safe out there.” 

This creates a volatile environment for 
anyone who is connected to the LGBTQ+ 
community. A person should not fear for 
their lives on the grounds of who they 
love, what they identify as, how they dress 
or in what manner they wish to express 
themselves. 

“It’s unwelcoming,” said NCC student 
Hannah Burak, daughter of Ken Burak. 
“We kind of started moving in a much 
more progressive direction in this country, 
and hearing something like that can make 
it a lot harder. Especially for a person 
who comes from a family that is equally 
unwelcoming.”

When a person comes from a strict 
family, it can create an environment where 
the individual may not feel as though they 
have the ability to be themselves. After 
leaving their homes, some look to the 

LGBTQ+ community as an area without 
judgment and where they can finally feel 
welcome. These attacks take away the 
safety that those individuals have longed 
for. 

“He [the father] was happy when 
he found out his son was the shooter… 
the reassurance of ‘Oh good, he’s just a 
killer,” says Dr. Dustin Briggs, an NCC 
Communications professor. “It gave insight 
into the political background of where he 
came from.” 

Unfortunately, the views of parents can 
have a strong influence on the views of 
their children. Whether it be passing down  
negative beliefs, which can ultimately 
surface in violent ways or by creating an 
unhealthy environment for the children 
who identify as  LGBTQ+. 

Although there is no way to ensure 
such attacks will never happen again, the 
spread of hateful rhetoric can be suppressed 
through acceptance and support of the 
LGBTQ+ community. By silencing the 
hatred, the prevention of future harm may 
be attainable.

Many left offerings after Pulse shooting. Credit: Shutterstock/Christopher Penler. 
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3, 2, 1, action!
Monroe Film Society   
films "Just Desserts"

Katelynn Gaudreau will star as vigilante 
detective The Visionary in the Monroe 
Film Society’s upcoming, original short 
film “Just Desserts.” 

The film’s script, written by Gabe 
Howard, the club’s president, deals with a 
horrific crime that takes place on a college 
campus. The film will emulate 1940’s film 
noir, but in the absurdist comedic style of 
movies like “Airplane!” 

The club selected its cast in late 
October. So far, the project is off to a good 
start, crew members report.

“Everyone just gets along really well,” 
Gaudreau said. “From the people acting to 
the people behind the camera.”

“Just Desserts” will be the club’s first 
original, narrative film since Spring 2020. 
The pandemic stymied the production 
of other Monroe Film Society projects, 
including a musical called “The Big Day” 
and a horror short called “Nightfall,” 
Howard said.

The Film Society spent the Fall ‘21 
and Spring ‘22 semesters teaming up with 
other campus clubs and working on various 
video projects, including mental health 

PSAs in collaboration with the Pocono 
Visitors Bureau and Children's Roundtable 
of Monroe County.  

The Film Society will decide whether 
to resume its PSA work next semester, 
Howard said, but for now, the club is 
focused on its short film.

“The fact that the rest of Film Club 
and my cinematographer and everybody 
are about to get this off the ground feels... 
unreal,” said Howard, whose script was 
chosen from a pool of three possible 
choices. 

“Even as small and low-budget as this 
is,” Howard said. “‘[Just Desserts]’ shows 
a blueprint of what the Film Society will do 
for the future.

The film’s main shoot is scheduled for 
Dec.12 at Monroe Campus. A reshoot date 
is scheduled for Jan. 9. The Film Society 
has not announced a release date for the 
film..

“After this production, the future is 
going to be bright,” Howard said. “We 
have a lot at our disposal … we can all 
make some interesting small-scale or even 
big-scale stories. That’s the beauty of 
filmmaking—the sky is really the limit.”

Film club members working on "Just Desserts". Credit: Jett Olson

BY JETT OLSON

Corrections to the The Commuter November issue : Nathan 
Carpenter’s graduate studies were in San Diego. The first daughter of 
the Carpenter-Vermaak family is Eowyn. Carpenter’s bike was purchased 
from WorkCycles, Holland, which he contacted after his second child, 
Anthea, was born. Also, Oct. 28 was Carpenter’s last day; he continues 
in-person teaching. The Commuter strives for accuracy and apologizes 
for these mistakes.
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 Carpenter said that students who take 
the opportunity to study abroad are more 
likely to continue their education. A five-
year cohort study conducted by NCC’s 
Office of Institutional Effectiveness 
showed that students who participated in 
NCC study abroad programs were more 

likely to graduate and continue their 
academic studies than those who didn’t. 
Carpenter speculates this is because the 
foresight and work needed to prepare to 
study abroad allows students to see their 
capabilities in preparing for the future.

 Santiago supports this sentiment. “It 
was the most important thing for me to 

(Sustainability, continued from page 3)

The Statue of the Virgin Mary gazes over Lyon, France. Credit: Thanh- Thanh Nguyen

“It’s something a little different,” 
said former NCC stage manager Kristen 
Wittstein, as she exited the Norman R. 
Roberts Lab Theatre.

Wittstein was referring to “The Food 
Chain,” which the theater department 
billed as a “heavy-hitting comedy.” A 
tightly packed audience watched the 
hilarity unfold on Nov. 18 at the theater 
located on NCC’s Main campus.

Nicky Silver’s “The Food Chain,” 
which premiered in 1993, is a comedic, 
yet nuanced look at five characters whose 
wacky lives are displayed in an engaging 
two-hour production.

Second-year theater student Amelia 
Illingworth, played the lead as Amanda 
Dolor, a neurotic 30-year-old poet, whose 
high energy antics and intense pieces of 
dialogue provided Illingworth with an 
opportunity to showcase her theatrical 
talent.

“It took me three weeks to learn all 
the dialogue, which I did by reading it all 
through, paragraph by paragraph, every 
day until I got it,” said Illingworth, who 
was in the spotlight for Act 1, during a 
scene in which she phones a crisis hotline 
after her husband leaves her.  

2014 NCC alum Danny Rowe played 
the self-obsessed, 30-year-old model 
Serge Stubin, whose second-act banter 
with former lover Otto Woodnick, played 
by Kareem Johnson, felt sincere and 
captivating.

Rowe ranks “The Food Chain” as one 
of his favorite acting experiences and that 
rehearsals were quite enjoyable. Of his role, 
he said it felt “so natural, but very tiring.” 
His previous experience includes the lead 
in such films as “Breakdown” and “Alicia,” 
and a six-year career as a pro-wrestler.

“Stage managing was a lot,” said first-
time stage manager and NCC freshman 
Max Wetherhold.

Wetherhold said the most difficult part 
was managing the bags of food used as 
props in the show. The bags had to be set 
in such a way that actors were able to pull 
from them a specific item during scenes in 
the second and third acts.

Wetherhold said the experience was 
“nerve-wracking,” but that he felt much 
more confident for the play’s second night.

Director Bill Mutimer described “The 
Food Chain” as “absurdist theater.”

“When the actors are up to the challenge, 
it is fun,” said Mutimer, a professor of 
Theater and Communications, who has 
been theater director at NCC for more than 
12 years.

Mutimer has a penchant for directing 
plays with interesting themes that are not 
often seen in this part of the country.

The NCC Theater Department’s next 
play will be “American Buffalo,” which 
delves into the moral dilemmas of three 
men on a quest to steal a valuable Buffalo 
nickel.

“American Buffalo” is scheduled to be 
held at the Normal R. Roberts Lab Theater 
from Jan. 26 to 29. 

NCC’s 'Food Chain' 
serves up energetic 

shenanigans
BY GREGORY DANTE

experience,” Santiago said. “When I got 
home, I completely destroyed my comfort 
zone. With the potential I saw and the trust 
I gained with myself; I built a new one that 
has a trajectory to something greater than I 

ever could have imagined prior to the trip.”
Students interested in participating in 

one of the bootcamps or learning more can 
visit https://frenchhighereducation.org.

Two editors bid farewell 
to The Commuter and NCC
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various positions, such as president, vice 
president, treasurer, secretary, officers and 
up to 10 general members. In order to join, 
there is an application process and a 2.5 
GPA requirement, followed by a campaign 
and petition. The Office of Student Affairs 
& Enrollment offers free printing for flyers 
to any NCC student looking to start their 
campaign. 

“It actually feels like a real political 
campaign,” said Christian Gonzalez, a 
first-semester member of the Senate. 

Elections are held at the beginning of 
each Fall semester and the positions last 
for a full year. However, if there are still 

NCC’s Student Senate is a student-run 
organization that is looking to attract new 
members for the spring semester. 

It's focus lies in addressing issues 
or concerns within the community, and 
the group acts as  representation for the 
student body. Additionally, it supports 
other student clubs by promoting events 
any clubs are looking to host and decides 
how funding, provided by the college, is 
allocated. 

The Student Senate is composed of 

BY KAROLINA PIWARSKA

How does wearing a kimono feel?
BY JESUS ZALDIVAR

Megumi Taguchi shows off traditional Japanese kimono at NCC's Main campus.
 Supplied photo: Megumi Taguchi. 

Many Americans fascinated with 
Japanese culture enjoy dishes such as sushi 
and tempura; others drink sake. Wearing 
authentic kimonos – Japan’s national dress 
– was a chance given to a few members of 
the NCC community on Nov. 15.

 A kimono makeup demo and 
performance took place at NCC's Laub 
Lounge in College Center. Artist Hana 
Takehiro, an expert in the classic Japanese 
dance Nihon Buyo, commanded the event 
from home – 6,800 miles away.

Approximately 30 people, including 
faculty, staff and students, listened to the 
opening of Megumi Taguchi, coordinator 
of the Japanese Cultural Program and 
organizer of the event.

 She explained the cultural importance 
of kimono. Kimono means “thing to wear” 

and is believed to have been designed 
more than 1,000 years ago during the 
Heian Period.

Born near Gifu, Nagoya in central 
Japan, Taguchi spent a year in New York, 
before attending NCC and then Temple 
University, where she graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Fabric, Textile and 
Weaving Arts.

Tim Unger, of NCC’s IT department, 
operated the camera that broadcast to 
Japan, allowing for instant feedback from 
Takehiro; she had canceled her trip to the 
U.S. due to COVID.

In the sequence, Taguchi, assisted 
by Eriko Yamakawa, proceeded to 
demonstrate, step-by-step, the makeup 
application on students Rai Guatno and 
Esther Abane. At that point another 
member of the Japanese Cultural Program, 
Fumiko “Miko” Green, became the master 
of ceremonies.

Green gave context to what was taking 
place on stage, explaining, for example, 
that Japanese artists’ makeup aims to give 
performer's faces a uniform appearance.

“It’s not the individual beauty that 
matters – as in our culture –  but the 

collective performance, together with 
details of the outfits and the refinement of 
movements,” Green said.

Professional artists spend years 
mastering their art. Their movement must 
satisfy standards of elegance, simplicity 
and distinction. 

“Smiles never display teeth, smiles are 
done through the eyes,” Green said. Now 
you understand why Japanese cover their 
mouth when smiling.

NCC’s Japanese Cultural Program 
started in July 2022 and is sponsored by 
The Japan Foundation of New York. The 
program aims at promoting Japanese 
culture not only at NCC, but also at local 
primary and secondary schools, senior 
citizen centers and to the broader Lehigh 
Valley community. 

The original intention of the program 
was to be active until March, but an 
extension is currently in the works. 

“After an extension, I’d like to help 

openings after the initial elections, students 
can petition at any point throughout the 
school year to join. These positions are 
also not limited to on-campus students, but 
also to students that take classes online. 

The members of Student Senate are 
striving to become a well-recognized group 
among all students, on and off campus. 

“Before being elected, I didn’t actually 
know there was a Senate,” said Jillian 
Bond, another first-semester member.

“I feel like some people are intimidated 
when they hear the word Senate - but it is 
a very welcoming and casual atmosphere. 
We sit and chat about the things we notice 
on campus.” Bond said.  

The Senate is looking into providing 
incentives for being part of the 
organization, including offering potential 
course credits, bonuses or stipends. Senate 
membership gives students a chance to 

appeal to NCC's college leadership about 
the issues that are most important to them 
and their constituents, the student body.

“From an adviser perspective, I would 
love to see the room full,” said Doug Smith, 
Student Senate adviser since 2020. “This 
is a student group, and to put it bluntly, it 
looks good on a resume." 

The Student Senate is hoping to bring 
awareness and attract new members, as 
well as show the support it can offer to 
students and other clubs. By increasing 
the number of members that take part in 
the Senate, more outreach and aid can be 
provided to the student population. Its goal 
is to instill a flow of communication to 
benefit student life and provide support in 
areas where it is needed. 

“If they want change, maybe we can 
help them get that change,” Bond said. 

Student Senate looks 
for new members

Esther Abane dons a traditional Japanese 
headdress. 
Credit Jesus Zaldivar. 

Japanese students study abroad in the U.S. 
and at NCC. Also, I’d like to expand the 
program to the outside of the Pennsylvania 
area, like New York City,” Taguchi wrote.

The moment that fired up the attendees 
finally arrived when all were given a 
chance to try on a real kimono. With the 
close assistance of Taguchi, Yamakawa 
and Green, each attendee experienced the 
millennial kimono that comes in different 
styles, motifs and colors. A group photo 
captured the memorable experience.

“It felt like a really different experience, 
being immersed in an entirely different 
culture and being able to wear the 
traditional kimono as well as the makeup,” 
concluded Rai Guatno, Media Production 
freshman.

So, to the organizers, many thanks. Or 
“arigato” – as they would say in Japan.

Rai Guatno shows the colors of a
traditional japanese kimono.
Credit: Jesus Zaldivar.
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BTS swaps ARMY for military 
BY THANH-THANH NGUYEN

The K-pop juggernaut BTS has decided 
to trade their concert glitter for the olive 
drab of the South Korean military.

In Korea, able-bodied men are required 
to serve in the military for 18 months by 
their 28th birthday.

“If there's a call from my country 
and the timing is right, I will accept [the 
duty] at any time,” Jin said during a 
press conference. “It's something all the 
members often talk about, and all of us 
plan to accept military service.”

Some of the seven-member band, 
consisting of Kim Seokjin “Jin,” Min 
Yoongi “Suga,” Jung Hoseok “J-Hope,” 
Kim Namjoon “RM,” Park Jimin, Kim 
Taehyung “V” and Jung Jungkook, will 
start their military enlistment at the end 
of 2022, a decision that has been a subject 
of debate in the years approaching oldest 
member Jin’s 28th birthday.

In their nearly 10-year career, BTS has 
made tremendous impacts in South Korea 
and internationally.

Since their debut in 2013, BTS 
has been creating waves in the K-pop 
landscape, effectively launching the 
genre into the global stratosphere over the 
course of their career. This is partly to do 
with their songwriting approach. The band 
is well-known for writing their own songs, 
a practice that was not common for other 
K-pop groups at the time, according to 
Showbiz CheatSheet.

With songs predominantly written by 
members RM, Suga and J-Hope, the band 
isn’t afraid to get personal. The themes of 
BTS’ music resonate with many young 
listeners of any nationality, tackling topics 
like financial insecurity, high expectations 
from society and mental health, as well as 
lighter topics like love, youth, individuality 
and personal growth.

In a 2019 TIME magazine interview, 
Big Hit Music CEO, Bang Si-Hyuk said 
“They [BTS] don’t shy away from speaking 
about the pain felt by today’s generation. 
They respect diversity and justice, the 
rights of youths and marginalized people. 
I think all of these factors worked in their 
favor.”

The band’s focus on the youth’s 
voice played a fundamental role in BTS’ 
partnership with UNICEF in 2017. The 
“Love Myself” campaign took the self-
loving messages of their “Love Yourself” 
trilogy album and combined it with 
UNICEF’s #ENDviolence campaign. 
According to UNICEF, the purpose of the 
collaboration was, “to help end violence 
and neglect, and promote children 
and young people’s self-esteem and 
well-being.”

The worldwide campaign proved to 
be so successful that the group would 
become the first K-pop group to be invited 
to speak at the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) in September 2018. 
More than 980,000 viewers tuned in to 
watch band leader RM’s moving speech, 
the Washington Post reported. The band 
would continue to attend and speak at 
UNGA in 2020 and ‘21.

In 2017, BTS won the Social Artist 
category at the Billboard Music Awards, 
becoming the first K-pop group to do so. 
The band went on to sell out multiple 
stadium tours, earning themselves the 
nickname, “The Sold-Out Kings.”

In 2018, they were awarded the 
Hwagwan Orders of Cultural Merit award 
for their efforts in spreading South Korea’s 
culture and language throughout the world 
and would later meet with President 
Joe Biden in 2022 at a press conference 

discussing the importance of standing 
against anti-Asian hate.

With these achievements in mind, the 
South Korean government granted Jin a 
military-enlistment extension in December 
2020, making BTS the first K-pop group 
to ever receive such an exception. The 
so-called “BTS law” allowed them and 
future groups who have been awarded 
the Hwagwan Orders of Cultural Merit to 
postpone their enlistment until the age of 
30.

While BTS’ fanbase, known 
affectionately as ARMY, rejoiced at the 
extension, many fans called for the band 
to be exempt because of their cultural 
significance, the work they’ve done to 
enhance South Korea’s international 
image, and the impacts they’ve made on 
the Korean economy. A September poll 
of 1,001 South Koreans, conducted by 
research company Jowon C&I found that 
54.1% believed that BTS should serve in 
the military, while 45.9% agreed with the 
exemption.

Fans also express concern for BTS’ 
well-being in the military. K-pop idols 
will generally serve in non-combat roles, 
but there has been a history of idols having 
difficulty assimilating because of their 
fame.

For example, SHINEE’s Lee Taemin 
was forced to switch roles due to his 
worsening depression and anxiety. 
BIGBANG member G-Dragon expressed 
a lack of privacy during his time in the 
military. His fellow soldiers would take 
notes about his physical appearance and 
create graphs of scars and moles on his 
body and send it to their girlfriends to post 
online. Regardless, BTS has been open 
about their willingness to serve.

BTS’ international popularity has 
greatly impacted the South Korean 
economy. According to CNBC, the group’s 
international popularity has generated, “an 
estimated $3.9 billion in economic value 
per year.” Entrepreneur reported, “South 
Korea's GDP in 2020 was about $1.64 
trillion. That means one boy band helped 
produce some 0.30% of the country's 
economic output.”

The band also fuels an overall interest 
in South Korean culture. Fans of the music 
often show an interest in learning Korean 
so they can better appreciate the meaning 

of the songs. This curiosity carries over to 
Korean culture and tourism as well.

The group’s international popularity 
has also greatly impacted tourism in South 
Korea. According to the Hyundai Research 
Institute (HRI), 796,000 foreigners visit 
South Korea yearly because of BTS. Of 
the 10.41 million people that traveled to 
the country in 2017, 7.6% were influenced 
by the boy band.

BTS’ impacts have given South Korean 
lawmakers plenty of discussions on how 
they plan to handle this uncharted territory. 
Some argue the band should be given an 
alternative to serving, while others raised 
the idea of shortening the duration of their 
enlistment to three weeks. South Korean 
Military Manpower Administration 
(MMA) Commissioner Lee-Kisik claims 
that while it is within the MMA’s power to 
grant exemptions, there are rules that have 
been in place for many years and there 
needs to be more discussion if they are 
going to be changed.  

“Politics is also likely to play in this 
matter after the government changed from 
the liberal Moon to conservative Yoon 
administration, opposition lawmakers were 
likely to think twice about what would be 
politically beneficial mainly for Yoon and 
PPP [People Power Party] lawmakers,” 
The New Strait Times reported. 

Deciding to allow BTS an exemption 
might rub the young men that voted for 

President Yoon Suk Yeol in the March 
9 election the wrong way. To exempt the 
band could be viewed as backpedaling 
on Yoon’s promises of “fairness” and 
“common sense.”

On Oct. 15, BTS reunited after a four-
month hiatus to hold a free concert in 
Busan, which served as South Korea’s 
bid to host the World Expo in 2030. More 
than 100,000 fans from around the world 
attended “Yet to Come in Busan.”

Concert tickets were given away via 
raffle. Fans who did not win tickets found 
their way  to multiple areas designated to 
watching a livestream of the concert on a 
large screen. 

“The concert was also watched 
by almost 50 million people online 
through the Weverse platform,” United 
by Popreported. Just two days after the 
concert, Big Hit Music, BTS’ company, 
officially announced their enlistment.

Jin, the group’s oldest member, is set to 
begin his enlistment on Dec. 13, with the 
other six members expected to enlist in the 
coming years. 

In their official statement, Big Hit 
Music, BTS’ company, promises the group 
will return to their fans in 2025. “Yet to 
Come (The Most Beautiful Moment)” is 
more than a track from their latest album, 
it’s a promise, there’s much more yet to 
come in the years ahead from BTS.”

BTS at the 61st Grammy Awards in 2019. Credit: Shutterstock/ Kathy Hutchins. 
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Small businesses compete with big chains

Locally-owned, small businesses 
may find it challenging to compete with 
massive holiday sales from major retailers. 
However, there is no need for an all-or-
nothing mentality when assisting small 
businesses.

To encourage customers to shop at small 
businesses, American Express invented the 
distinctive American “holiday” of Small 
Business Saturday in 2010.

American Express created the day to 
increase the sales of local businesses after 
the surge of Black Friday discounts that 
began with huge merchants in malls and 
carried into the digital arena, with Cyber 
Monday. Small business owners can assist 
the community's economy through using 
local labor, increasing the tax base, giving 
to charitable causes and simply being open 
for business.

American Express supported the “Shop 
Small” campaign with its considerable 
marketing influence, and the campaign has 
become incredibly successful over time. 

When Barack Obama was president 
and took part in Small Business Saturday 
by buying at stores in Washington, D.C., 
the idea saw a significant uptick. The trips 
to businesses in the towns, cities and states  
were imitated and publicized by other 
astute politicians.

Over time, the endeavor has been 
crucial for smaller stores, especially since 
online shopping from major merchants 
like Amazon has become more and more 
popular.

Assistant manager Eliana Sekkidou 
at Easton’s Nature’s Way Market, shared 
some insight about how online shopping 
has impacted the small business.

“The explosion of internet shopping 
over the pandemic had and continues to 
have a significant negative impact on our 
small business,” Sekkidou says. “Online 
shopping started as a necessity, but the ease 
and convenience means that most people 

are continuing to shop online today.”
Notably, Sekkidou sees this affecting 

the supplement section the most - unable 
to compete with the similar wholesale 
prices of major supplement companies 
and retailers who carry those products, 
consequently selling less than they could 
due to the convenience of online shopping.

Some consumers tried to support local 
businesses even more once COVID arrived 
and pandemic-related closures began to 
surface. Even if the pandemic’s worst 
symptoms appear to be behind us, this 
mentality persists.

Sean Dooley, a stained-glass artist and 
founder of Sebdo Creations, notes how 

immense the support from the community 
has been for his small business.

“I started this as a hobby and my first 
couple real opportunities were friends of 
mine commissioning custom pieces from 
me,” Dooley says. “This allowed me to 
show other people what I can do. Without 
that original support, I would probably still 
be struggling to grow my business.”

According to a Bankrate study, more 
holiday customers (almost 6 in 10) than 
Black Friday (56 percent) were expected to 
buy on Small Business Saturday in 2022.

To attract the attention of the younger 
generation and convert them into 
consumers, American Express introduced 
the #ShopSmall Accelerator, powered by 
TikTok.

Jacquelyn Bassett, owner and founder 
of the sustainable shop, FD Market, shares 
insight on how using social media affects 
her business. 

“We’ve gotten a lot of business through 
TikTok,” Bassett says. “It’s helped us reach 
people outside of our immediate local 
community.” 

Utilizing technology can help 
companies run more smoothly in every 
area of their organization, from marketing 

BY KAITLYN SEAWOOD

Vendors, collectors and traders rolled 
up to Charles Chrin Community Center 
Nov. 12 to check out what the Allentown- 
Lehigh Valley Slot and Toy Car Show had 
to offer.

The show featured more than 170 tables 
selling Hot Wheels, Matchbox, slot cars, 
trains and more. A slot car table courtesy 
of Randy’s Raceway in Kutztown allowed 
attendees to try their hand at racing or just 
watch as the electric powered toys zipped 
through the track.

Promoter and owner of Valley Rail 
Promotions Kevin Redcay has been 
organizing toy and diecast slot car 
shows for more than 19 years. With 
years of experience in telemarketing and 
professional fundraising, and a life-long 
love of cars, Redcay decided to mix his 
experience and his passion to create an 

    Diecast diehards
event that brings toy car collectors together.

“I like trains. I like stock cars, toys. 
So, this is just an avenue to express and 
grow my hobby.” Redcay says. “The event 
started small and has just grown into what 
it is now.”            

The event was attended by people of 
all ages, with some only discovering the 
hobby recently, and others with decades 
of collecting experience tucked under their 
belts.

Julio Gallegos, 26, only got into Hot 
Wheel collecting within the last year after 
playing the video game “Hot Wheels 
Unleashed,” but that was enough to draw 
him back into the hobby.

"I grew up with Hot Wheels, but like 
everyone else I grew out of it,” Gallegos 
said. “My interest in cars kind of reignited 
my passion for Hot Wheels. Now, I’m kind 
of obsessed with them.”

Gallegos goes on to say that his favorite 

part about collecting is the hunt, traveling 
from store to store in search of his favorite 
cars. While he occasionally purchases 
from sites like eBay, Gallegos prefers the 
mystery of not quite knowing what he’s 
going to find.

Anthony White, 22, bought his first 
Matchbox car from a flea market when 
he was 12-years-old and has been hooked 
ever since. He collects as a hobby, but also 
to resell, White says he has invested so 
much time into research and knows enough 
about the cars that he figured he could turn 
his hobby into something lucrative.

Other attendees were long-time 
collector’s ready to pass the tradition down 
to their children.

Forty-year-old Mike Schmidt traveled 
over an hour from Bersham, Pennsylvania 
to attend the show. Having collected toy 
cars since he was a kid, Schmidt is keen on 
sharing this hobby with his children.

“Just seeing my kids observing and 
playing takes me back to my childhood,” 
Schmidt said. “As a parent you want to 
introduce your kids to as many things for 

them to grow and develop and kind of steer 
away from the easy stuff like video games 
and TV and more like physical touch.” 

Schmidt shares that he has passed down 
his old cars to his kids and even a slot car 
track set up above his garage in hopes that 
his kids may find an interest in it when they 
get older.           

Enthusiastic attendees encourage others 
to join them in their beloved hobby.  
   “If there’s a hobby you’re interested in 
doing, I’d say do it,” Gallegos says. “It’s 
fun doing whatever you want to do and not 
worrying about what anyone thinks.”

Toy cars are a medium generally aimed 
toward children, but the Allentown-Lehigh 
Valley Slot and Toy Car Show proves that 
your interest will always supersede your 
age.

“People should embrace what makes 
them happy,” Schmidt says. “Don’t hold 
back and don’t worry about what other 
people think.”

For information about future toy and 
toy car events visit valleygoto.com. 

campaigns for Small Business Saturday, to 
raising money and to hiring staff. Internet 
marketing is a crucial component of the 
strategy that businesses have used to draw 
customers into their stores.

Many small businesses in the United 
States are still in the recovery phase 
following a difficult couple of years. Local 
businesses might use more help from their 
friends and neighbors now that recession 
fears are growing.

“My girlfriend helps me a lot in any way 
she can,” Dooley says. “My dad learned 

more about woodwork and wire wrapping 
to help me incorporate those things into 
my glass work.”

Red Egg Marketing reports 82% of 
consumers say they would rather support 
a small business than a global one. If they 
were shopping at a nearby store, eight out 
of 10 would spend more money. Even if the 
cost could be slightly greater, Americans 
are interested in enhancing the success of 
local enterprises.

Elizabeth Ramsey, a soap and lotion 
creator and owner of Drakes Creek Soap 
Company, mentions that she doesn’t have 
employees and is the one and only laborer 
in her business. 

“Most of the business loans and grants 
provided during the pandemic didn’t apply 
to me since it served as reimbursement for 
payroll - and I don’t have any employees,” 
Ramsey says. “My business was ready to 
grow prior to the pandemic and now I’m 
rebuilding it.”

When it counts, the benefit to the 
neighborhood's economy is one of the 
most persuasive arguments for patronizing 
small businesses with brick-and-mortar 
locations.

Unlike large chains, local companies 
frequently employ individuals who are 
well-versed in the goods they offer or the 
operational details of the company for 
which they work. The time spent invested 
in getting to know their clients and 
consumers, results in a generally positive 
experience. Additionally, if you do run 
into a problem, you can be confident that 
you won't be addressed with automated 
responses.

The support from a community speaks 
volumes to a small local business, and 
there are many ways to contribute without 
spending a dollar.

“Any support is helpful,” Dooley says. 
“Buying something from an artist goes a 
long way. For those who can’t, words of 
encouragement and telling others about 
the business can also help remarkably.”

All sales, transactions and positive 
reviews are significant to a small-business 
owner. Each consumer is valued, and their 
survival depends on your satisfaction. 

This hand-made glass work is available at Christkindlmarkt in Bethlehem. 

BY THANH-THANH NGUYEN

A display case lays filled with various toy cars. Credit: Thanh-Thanh Nguyen

Collectible toy cars are lined up on display at the show. Credit: Thanh-Thanh Nguyen

Credit: Sean Dooley/Sebdo Creations
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Black Country, New Road’s 
extraordinary second album, “Ants From 
Up There,” is a steady build to a triumphant 
conclusion with an array of instrumentals 
and vast transitions.

Prior to the release of their second 
album, "Ants From Up There," on Feb. 4 
2022, lead singer and guitarist Isaac Wood 
announced his departure from the group on 
Jan. 31.

In an Instagram post announcing his 
departure, Wood stated that he was leaving 
the band due to mental health reasons.

“I have bad news which is that I have 
been feeling sad and afraid too,” Wood 
wrote. “And I have tried to make this not 
true but it is the kind of sad and afraid 
feeling that makes it hard to play guitar and 
sing at the same time.”

The album's “Intro” starts out with 
a frenzy of violin and saxophone but 
trades the intensity of former tracks for a 
delightful warmth before the guitars and 
percussion crash in.

It's as if the group is breaking down 
the door and racing into a new epoch as it 
erupts into a purely joyful, booming chorus 
infused with the collective energy.

Other standouts include “Concorde,” 
which flows towards euphoric, 
cacophonous conclusions. As one of the 
softer songs on this album, "Concorde," 
has the same chord sequence the entire 
time. Mandolin is a contribution by 
multi-instrumentalist Georgia Ellery that 
refreshes the tune's fundamental harmonic 
structure.Throughout the chorus, a 
passionate Wood likens his brief encounter 
with the supersonic aircraft to his pursuit 
of his love interest up a mountain.

The intriguing distinction that attracts 
people to this band is summarized perfectly 
in “Bread Song.” The song's stakes are 
established in an unbound structured 
first half that plays fast and loose with 

Album Review: 
Ants From Up There

Ants From Up There Album cover. Credit: Black Country, New Road's Bandcamp. 

Every four years, a football fever takes 
over the world, brought on by the FIFA 
World Cup, the pinnacle of the beautiful 
game – known as soccer in the U.S. 

Whereas 140 million people watched 
Super Bowl LVI in 2022, five out of eight 
people worldwide (about 5 billion people) 
are expected to watch the final game of the 
World Cup.

From Nov. 20 to Dec. 18, the 
tournament is taking place in the State of 
Qatar, in Western Asia. Out of 32 teams, 
one will be the champion, taking home the 
glory and the $42 million prize.

Stars like Portuguese Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Croatian Lucas Modric, Argentinian Lionel 
Messi and Polish Robert Lewandowsky 
were at some point named the best players 
in the world – respectively in 2016-2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020-2021. These winners 
of the Ballon d’or, awarded by FIFA – 
Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association – will defend their national 
teams to the best of their abilities. 

In many ways, Qatar, the host country, 
is special. Smaller than the state of 
Connecticut, populated by 2.9 million 
people – Chicago-like – it’s the smallest 
country ever to host a World Cup.

The landscape of the capital, Doha, 
with futuristic architecture and spectacular 
stadiums that seem like something out of 
science fiction, has dramatically changed 
in just a few years.  The cost did not matter: 
Qatar is immensely wealthy. While Russia, 
the previous host, spent $20 billion, Qatar 
has spent an estimated $220 billion over 12 
years to prepare for the event.

Above all, Qatar wants to promote a 
good image, aiming at future investments 
of its colossal fortune. [The Qatar Royal 
family’s fortune is estimated to be $335 
billion, which exceeds Elon Musk’s $191 
billion.] However, Qatar has also been the 
subject of controversy. 

NPR published the article “Why Qatar 
is a controversial host for the World Cup,” 
written by Becky Sullivan, which mentions 
that “the selection of Qatar as World Cup 
host has long been dogged by allegations 
of bribery and corruption.”

Alarms went off when Qatar recruited 
thousands of foreign workers for World Cup 
construction work.. Amnesty International 
criticized the working conditions, which 
caused the death of  6,500 workers, as 
reported by The Guardian – Qatar claims 
the number is much lower and within the 
range for normal mortality rates.

Another issue is Qatar’s hostility 
toward the LBGTQ+ community. In Qatar, 

same-sex public displays of affection are 
illegal and punishable by up to three years 
in prison. 

Days before the event began, Qatar 
prohibited the sale of alcohol at games, a 
common practice in the rest of the world, 
breaking with a previous agreement that 
alcohol would be permitted. Qatar also 
broke a promise to provide a variety of 
Kosher foods at its stadiums.

Previous World Cups took place in June, 
but because Qatar is so hot, it has been 
scheduled for November and December, 
when night temperatures are approximately 
60 degrees Fahrenheit. All stadiums are 
equipped with air conditioning.

So, what interest does the U.S. hold in 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup?

First, the U.S. men’s national 
soccer team competed in the event, but 
was eliminated after a 3-1 loss to the 
Netherlands. Second, approximately 25 
million people play soccer in the U.S. 
Third, the U.S., Canada and Mexico will 
co-host the World Cup in 2026 [MetLife 
Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey 
ranks first to host games.

And fourth – specific to NCC – is that 
soccer is one of the college’s main sports. 
Men’s Spartans, effectively coached by 
Manuel Barrantes, nationally ranked 
as high as seventh during the regular 
season, winning their second consecutive 
Eastern Pennsylvania Athletic Conference 
championship. Three players won 
postseason awards: Hatungimana Salem, 
Gabe Lawler and Derek Filipkowski were 
named to the first, second and third team, 
respectively. 

Coach Barrantes, who played soccer 
for two years in Costa Rica with some of 
the nation's top talent, predicts Brazil, the 
winner of a record five World Cups, will 
again reign victorious. Brazil has "a full 
team of all-stars," Barrantes says. 
But surprises are not new to the World 
Cup. For certainty just wait until Dec. 18. 

A World Cup of 
controversy in Qatar

Education City in Al Rayyan. Credit: World Cup Stadiums in Qatar 2022

BY JESUS ZALDIVAR

The World Cup trophy. Credit:
Shutterstock/ Rehan Rasheed

the concept of time signature. A blend 
of comedy and intimate imagery makes 
the phrase “particles of bread” absurdly 
moving, and the second half is completely 
changed by a driving drumbeat that hits 
like a Sunday punch.

Meanwhile, “Mark's Theme,” which 
was composed in memory of saxophonist 
Lewis Evans’ uncle, a steadfast early 
supporter of the band, who died of COVID 
in Feb. 2021, the day before the band 
released their debut, is a blissful interlude 
admirably led by Evans.

Black Country’s choice to release 
“Good Will Hunting” as their debut song 
was their only promotional error. It's the 
finest pop song in their discography and 
serves as the ideal transition between “Ants 
From Up There’s” more fearful concerns 
and well-known motifs of the band’s 
previous album, “For the First Time,” 
notably a satirical portrayal of a failing 
romance and an unavoidable reference to 
a female pop artist.

All roads here lead to the titanic 
closing “Basketball Shoes,” which follows 
riveting tracks “The Place Where He 
Inserted The Blade” and “Snow Globe.” 
Over the course of 12 captivating minutes, 
“Basketball Shoes” flows magnificently 
through lyric after lyric, pausing for subtle 
instrumental interludes. Appropriately, an 
outro that fits an album of this magnitude 
is delivered, including Wood's voice rising 
like a cyclone alongside a plethora of 
instruments.

“We're all working on ourselves / And 
we’re praying that the rest don’t mind how 
much we’ve changed”

Given that Black Country has stated 
they would continue without Wood, “Ants 
From Up There” is undoubtedly far from 
the group’s semblance. Like many sequel 
albums, it performs as a clean page for 
unfinished concepts from the debut in 
addition to a hesitant next step in Black 
Country’s progression.

BY KAITLYN SEAWOOD

Credit: (hukoomi.gov.qa/en/)
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You’ve already come this far.

Complete your degree in a community of fellow 
warriors who will stand behind you for whatever’s 
next. For an affordable, high-quality education plus 
up to $6,000 in transfer scholarships, look no 
further than the Poconos—at ESU. 

Where Warriors Belong™.

WHERE COURAGE 
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